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education.  We are so appreciative of all 
your support and kind words, and sharing 
your experiences with other families you 
know is absolutely the BEST way to en-
courage others to seek out St. Matthew as 
well.   

 
Moms and Muffins 

Moms and Muffins is next Thursday, Janu-
ary 26 from 5-6PM.  This event is for any-
one in the school—PreK-8th Grade! Moms, 
please plan to attend this super fun event 
with your kiddos!  If mom can’t make it, 
grandmas, aunts, dads, etc. are certainly 
welcome to attend!  We look forward to 
spending time with you and your kiddos!  
Please sign up using the QR code or this 
link so we know how many people to plan 
for!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Pinot’s Palette Fundraiser 

Come join us on Monday, January 30 for a 
painting party at Pinot’s Palette!  6-8PM  
Reserve your spot with this link or the QR 
code!  This fundraiser will support the play-
ground fund! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Singing in Church 
Grades K-2 will be singing in church on 
Sunday, January 29 at 10:00AM.  If you 

Mission Offering 
The end of second quarter is tomor-
row!  So far this quarter, we have 
totaled $470.36 in offerings (I will add 
today’s offerings to the total next 
week).  These offerings are going to 
be used to put together gift boxes for 
deployed military personnel.  If you 
know someone who would benefit 
from a box like this, please let us 
know!   

 
 Report Cards 

Report cards will be handed out on 
Monday for 2nd quarter.  Although we 
don’t have specific time slots to meet 
like last quarter, please reach out to 
your child’s teacher if you have any-
thing at all you would like to meet 
about!  Officially halfway through the 
year—can you believe it?!  
 

Showshoe Outing—LAST 
CALL 

Snowshoeing event will take place 
about 15 minutes from Usk on Janu-
ary 21—THIS SATURDAY.  Rough 
itinerary as follows:   
11:45AM  - optional lunch at Kalispel 
Market (or pick up a breakfast burrito 
at Raven’s Espresso) 
1:00PM - meet at parking lot on map 
(link or QR code) 
*Hike 1 mile to Skookum Lake / op-
tion to make hot cocoa or continue 
hike around lake* 
3:00PM - finish hike and option to 
reconvene at Wetlands or Kalispel 
Market.   
 
Please speak with Pastor West TO-
DAY if you plan to attend (509)217-
9617.  We need to know who will 
attend so we don’t leave anyone 
behind. 

Thrivent  
Looking for ways to begin gaining 
some financial clarity?  Thrivent is 
here to help!  School dad Zach Sau-

gen works with Thrivent and recently 
met with us to discuss an online tool 
that Thrivent created to help coach 
people to make wise spending deci-
sions—Money Canvas.  This program 
is free to use, and will connect you to 
an online coach for healthier budget-
ing.  Please take a look using the link 
provided or the QR code below.  Fur-
ther questions can be directed to Zach 
Saugen at zach.saugen@thrivent.com 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Re-Enrollment Coming Up!! 
Please put on your radar that earl y 
enrollment is happening from  
FEBRUARY 1-15.  During this time, 
we will be accepting only currently en-
rolled families, giving you the first op-
portunity to reserve your children’s 
spots for the 2023-2024 school year!  
This year we are increasing our enroll-
ment fees slightly—preschool to $100 
and elementary to $200.  However, 
during the re-enrollment period these 
prices are discounted to $50 for pre-
school and $75 for elementary.  Once 
the window closes on February 15th, 
prices will go up to above mentioned 
amounts.   
 
Thank you so much for taking the time 
to re-enroll early so we have extra time 
to plan our classrooms and budget for 
next school year!  Your assistance is 
so appreciated!!  

 
Tell Your Family & Friends!!! 

Please note that now is an especially 
good time to reach out to your family 
and friends considering a Christian 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4daaae22aafcc34-moms
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4daaae22aafcc34-moms
https://www.pinotspalette.com/spokane/event/660502
https://www.thrivent.com/generosity/money-canvas


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Classroom News 

Preschool News 
Mrs. Donna Driesbach (509.638.5361) 

It was a shorter week in school, but still SO much fun!!   
 
The four year old classes were able to focus on Martin Luther King Jr. and Rosa Parks for a day.  What an amazing learning 
experience for them to realize that skin color does not matter at all!!  Even when it comes to sitting on a bus, going to school or 
even drinking from a drinking fountain. Skin color does not matter!!  We are all created equal in God's eyes!!   Thank you MLK 
Jr. and Rosa!!  
 
The rest of our week was focused on Health.  We learned that "Exercise is Fun" and how we can "Choose a Healthy 
Snack"!!  Because Health is our new theme this week, we have brand new centers in the preschool.  Our Drama Center now 
has our kitchen set.  The children enjoy this back in our classroom!! They love having "picnics" on the floor and making 
"sandwiches" for the teachers.  We also have some food sorting in our Science Center.  We get to sort different fruits and vege-
tables by color.  Our Sensory Center has a creative twist.  The children can make "Germ People" using Playdoh, pipe cleaners 
and buttons!!  What amazing fun!!  
 
I have finally completed the January evaluations for the four year old children, I would love to sit down with you parents and 
compare the results from last September to see how your child has grown.  Please check out the parent/teacher conference 
signup sheet on my yellow cabinet.  Let's meet and talk about your child's progress!! 
 
Please remember to bring in an empty cereal box for our February craft!! 
 
We have our Dentist field trip next week, Monday and Tuesday.  There is a permission slip that went home this week.  Please 
fill that out and return it.  Come and join us if you can!!  What a great dental learning experience for our children!! 
 
Next week we will be reviewing letters K-O.  Four year old classes, please bring a show 'n' tell item from home that starts with 
K, L, M, N or O.  We will all have fun guessing the beginning letter!! 
 
Our bible verse next week is Matthew 3:17  "A voice from heaven said, 'This is my Son'". 
 
Have an amazing weekend with your family!!  See you next week!!  

 

Kindergarten News 
Miss Rachel Taasaas (360.271.5201) 

Nightly Homework: 

 Read for 20 minutes.  Fill out January Book it calendar.  I have chosen a goal for each student.  I want my students to be 
successful readers and this is a huge part of it.  Please make this a priority each night. 

 Memory Work- I rejoice with those who said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.”  Psalm 122:1 

Singing in Church- Sunday, January 29 the K-2nd grade classes will be singing at our 10 am service.  They will be singing 2 
songs.  We just started practicing and already they are doing a wonderful job!  Please put this date on your calendar! 

100th Day- Monday, February 13 is our 100th day of school (yep, that’s right, 2 big celebrations back to back).  To celebrate 100 
days of school we will be doing lots of fun activities as well as dressing up as 100 year old people! This is always such a fun 
activity.  Get out those curlers and suspenders, dust off the walkers, this is going to be such a silly dress up day!  Pinterest has 
lots of great ideas if you need help!  I can’t wait to see what you guys come up with! 
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are in grades K-2, please make sure 
you are attending the service, and 
even if you aren’t in those classes, 
consider attending the service to see 
the kiddos singing!  Thank you!  

 
 Junior Choir 

Rehearsals will continue on Monday, 
January 23 from 3:45-4:30.  
 

Basketball  
Next week there is a game on Tues-

day, January 24 for both teams. The 

B team plays at 3:30 and the A team 

follows at 4:45. The location of the 

game is 1504 W Grace Spokane WA 

99205. There will be NO practice on 

Thursday, January 26 for Mom’s and 

Muffins. Parents need to notify 

teachers if you plan to take other 

kids out of school to attend the 

game. Let Miss Rosenbaum know as 

soon as possible if your child needs 

a ride to practices or games. There 

was a new practice/game schedule 

handed out this week. 

Sharpies Needed 
Do you have sharpies we could use 
for this event coming up at the end 
of the month? The activity planned 
needs sharpies. If you have sharpies 

that you would be able to lend to us 
for the event, please let us know. In 
order to make sure we get your 
sharpies back to you, we will put 
colored tape on each sharpie so that 
it will ensure that you get every sin-
gle one back. Thank you so much for 
your help!  
 

Adult Basketball League 
Adult basketball is starting back up 
again on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
5:30-6:30 pm at the Nazarene 
Church’s gym (9004 N Country 
Homes Blvd, Spokane, WA 99218). 
We would love to see you there! 
Please note that if there is a game 
for the kids then we most likely will 
not have adult basketball.  
 



Valentine’s Day- Last week’s newsletter had lots of details about our Valentine’s Day party.  Please go to our school website 
and look at the newsletter for January 12.  I also listed student names in that newsletter.  There are still a few more things that I 
need parents to sign up for, check the classroom door for the list. 

Life skill- We had a very successful sewing day last week!  The kids did an awesome job!  I hope this gives them confidence to 
try more sewing projects.  A big thank you to Mrs. Roth, Mrs. Hallauer and Mrs. Emerson for volunteering! 

Our next life skill is cutting fruits and vegetables on Monday, March 13 at 11 am.  I have a few parent volunteers that have 
signed up to help, but ideally it would be nice to have 3 more.   

Lunch- Please remember to pack utensils in your child’s lunch if they need them, the school does not provide utensils.   

1st Grade News 
Mrs. Kelly West (509.362.4916) 

I hope you're having a great week!  
We have two passages for Memory Work next week. On Tuesday is The Second Commandment: You shall not misuse the 
name of the Lord your God. On Thursday is The Third Commandment: Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 
On Mondays the children bring home their lightning words. Please fill out and return on Friday. On Friday I send home folders 
with completed work in it. Please empty the papers and return the folder on Monday. On Friday I also send home reading text-
books. Please read the appropriate stories with your child and return the book on Monday. Thanks!  
God bless you and have a wonderful weekend! 

 
2nd Grade News 

Miss Erika Rosenbaum (269.326.5437) 
Christlight/Memory Work 

 1/24 - Revelation 2:10b 
 1/26 - Matthew 28:20b 
 Please read the Bible stories from this week (Moses’ Sin and the Bronze Snake; Balaam Blesses the Israelites) with your 

child during the weekend and sign the yellow sheet in the orange folder. 
Homework 

 Read 20 minutes a day. Add the minutes to your January Book-It Calendar. I encourage you to also take AR tests once 
your child finishes a book. 

 Continue to work through the extra math program.  
 We will be working on the spelling rule for other plurals (consonant/vowel +y; f/fe changing to v). Spelling words for next 

week: parties, candies, cities, boys, donkeys, leaves, shelves, wolves, knives, elves, wish, and many. The spelling test will 
be on January 26. Make sure to be practicing these words with your child at home.  

Extra Notes 

 Water bottles and jackets need to be brought everyday.  
 We are almost out of baby wipes. If you are able to donate some to our classroom that would be greatly appreciated. 

Thanks in advance! 
 We are also almost out of extra plastic utensils. Make sure that your child is bringing utensils or feel free to donate some to 

the classroom. Thanks! 
 K-2 will be singing on January 29 at 10 am. Our class started working on our two songs that we will be singing. Please plan 

to attend church on that day. If you are unable to, please let me know. Thanks! 
 If you want to see the MAP testing results for your child, please let me know and I would be happy to share those with you! 
 Looking ahead into February - we will be celebrating the 100th day of school and Valentine’s day very close together. Indi-

vidual notes about both will be coming out soon in hopes for you to have plenty of time to get items made before those two 
days.  

 Report cards will be handed out next week Monday. Please take a look at it and let me know if you have any questions. If 
you don’t have any, please return the envelope signed. Thank you! 

 

3rd-4th Grade News 
Mrs. Michelle Most (832.212.9102) 

Memory Work- Somehow I missed putting two memory verses into the memory work booklet that your child received at the 
beginning of the year.  One of them is for today; Isaiah 43:11 and the other is the First Commandment.  Both can be found in 
the first couple of pages of the booklet. 
 
Reading -  The focus in reading for the next few weeks will be different reading skills; context clues, author’s purpose, compare 
and contrast, figurative language, inferencing, point of view, main idea and details, and retelling vs. summarizing.  We will be 
practicing these so we can apply them to our literature books and to informational writing and non-fiction texts. 
 
Soc. St. –We will be taking a break from the regions of the US to learn about important people in history. This will coincide with 
us learning about non-fiction texts and informational writing that we will be focusing on in reading too.  
 
Spelling/Vocabulary - Next week we will be adding spelling/vocabulary to the mix of classes we are doing. Spelling lists will be 
sent home on Monday, and Spelling tests will be on Thursday of each week. Each test will be 12-15 words from the list they are 
working on. I really want them to focus on the patterns of each week and be able to use that information in their day to day writ-
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ing.  Third grade and fourth grade will receive their own list of words. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to ask. 
 
Handwriting - We have the opportunity to participate in the Zaner-Bloser National Handwriting Contest.  We had two winners in 
our school last year, so we are excited to see what we can do this year.  I will be sending out a practice sheet that your child 
can work on at home.  We will fill out the official sheet at school in early February.   
 
Extra Notes: 

 We are done with the MAP testing.  If you would like to meet with me to discuss your child’s results please speak with or 
text me and we can set up a time.   

 The 2nd quarter ends this Friday, January 20th. Report cards will be sent home on Monday, January 23. 
 Moms and Muffins is Thursday, January 26. If  you have any sharpies we could borrow, please send them in a ziploc bag 

with your child.  This way we can label them and ensure they get back to you. 
 Chapel envelopes will look a little different for a few weeks.  Ignore any date that may be on them please. 
 
Have a blessed week in the Lord!  

 
5th-6th Grade News 

Mr. Glenn Metzger (734.788.4637) 
"For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I with them." Matthew 18:20 
 
This week marks the end of our second quarter. We continue our study of Moses and the Israelites in Christ Light, with our final 
assessment on the 2nd and 3rd commandments this week in Faith Foundations. In math, 5th grade has started chapter 5, while 
6th grade has jumped into chapter 6. We are building electromagnets in science for our study of forces, and learning about the 
ancient Mesopotamian cultures in social studies. After wrapping up our study of nouns, we have turned toward a study of pro-
nouns in language. Memory Work for this week includes reciting or writing the entire 1st Article of the Apostles' Creed and its 
explanation, so if your student has not completed that yet, please encourage them to study. 
 
Finally, please make sure your student has a book to read during their silent reading time at the end of the school day.  

 
7th-8th Grade News 

Mr. Jacob Biebert (715.402.0094) 
Just like that we are back at Thursday again! I hope you enjoyed your slightly longer weekend and your slightly shorter week. 

Here is this week’s and next week’s memory work:  

Monday 1/23: Luke 11:9,10, Ephesians 3:20; Wednesday 1/25: The Address of the Lord’s Prayer; Thursday 1/26: How Beauti-
ful (Our song for the end of February); Friday 1/27: Ephesians 6:1,4, Psalm 103:8,13, Colossians 3:13 

Age of exploration or Age of exploitation? We are studying period of time where many brave explorers were trying to race to be 
the first to get to China. However, along the way, explorers and the countries they represent will do anything they can to get 
rich. This age has got to be one of the most influential periods of time in United States history, but also in the world’s history. It 
really digs into something that has been around since the beginning of time though, that people are motivated by fame, greed, 
and their own selfish motives. 

I don’t even know what I viewed this week in the upper graders skits on fungus……truly disturbing. The sad thing is that I acted 
in some of them. I had to go home and take a shower afterwards. But, I guess the students fulfilled their objective then, be-
cause their script topic was: Fungus…a horror story. The students did an excellent job of relaying some of the features of fun-
gus in a fun imaginative way.  

I hope you all have wonderful weekends. There are lots of fun events coming up in the near future including snowshoeing, Pi-

not’s Palette, snow tubing, Chief’s night, etc. Keep your eyes peeled on the calendar. God Bless! 
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What do you 
Want?   

When someone asks, 
“What do you want?” how 
often do you say what you 
really want? When the 
waitress asks that, do you 
tell her the truth? You want 
the twenty-ounce porter-
house steak, but you order 
the club sandwich because 
it’s less expensive. 

Sometimes “What do you 
want?” can be a simple 
question, but other times it 
can be difficult. Jesus 
asked that question of the 
two disciples that John the 
Baptist sent after him. How 
would you answer if Jesus 
asked it of you? 

Do you say what you really 
want, or do you settle for 
the safe answer? You 
know the safe answer, 
“Jesus, I want you to take 
away my sin!” And that is, 
obviously, a good thing to 
want. 

But what about later when 
you’re not reading this de-
votion? What will you want 
then? Admit it, there are a 
lot of other problems in 
your life that Jesus could 
take away. It would be nice 
if Jesus made life a little bit 
easier and took away the 
world’s crime, hunger, and 
poverty. 

But don’t devalue the gift of 
forgiveness. Jesus taking 
away the sin of the world is 
nothing like settling for the 
sandwich when you want 
the steak. 

Realize that you fight a dai-
ly struggle to remember 
that the reason life is hard 
is because you are a sin-
ner who lives in a world 
broken by sin. Sin is the 
reason you’re unhappy. 
Sin is the reason life is a 
pain. Sin is a problem you 
cannot solve on your own. 

So when the Lamb of God 
came, he took away the sin 
of the world. And by doing 
that, Jesus did not just give 
you what you need; he al-
so gave you what you 
want! He stopped your 
problems at their source 
and guaranteed that, in the 

heaven he won for you, you 
will have the perfect life you 
want. 

Prayer: 
Lamb of God, help me to 
want the forgiveness that you 
earned for me. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Want more daily devotions?   

I get them here!   
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When [John] saw Jesus passing by, 
he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!” 
When the two disciples heard him 

say this, they followed Jesus.  
Turning around, Jesus saw them 

following and asked, “What do you 
want?” 

 
John 1:36-38  

https://wels.net/serving-you/devotions/daily-devotions/

