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Pinot’s Palette Fundraiser—
LAST CALL 

Last I heard, we have 21 people signed up 
for this fun night!!! Come join us on Mon-
day, January 30 for a painting party at Pi-
not’s Palette!  6-8PM  Reserve your spot 
with this link or the QR code!  This fund-
raiser will support the playground fund! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Night with the Chiefs 
St. Matthew is hosting a night with the 
Spokane Chiefs on February 10th and 
again on March 10th.  Please check out the 
details here or there is a flyer with a QR 
code on page 5!  We hope you can join us 
for these fun games! 

 
February Calendar 

February is almost here!  Please check out 
the calendar and take note of important 
dates, especially RE-ENROLLMENT BE-
GINNING FEBRUARY 1ST! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Junior Choir 
Rehearsal on Monday, January 30 from 
3:45-4:30. 
 

Basketball  
NO PRACTICE tonight! Woohoo, the 
games have started! After a tough loss last 
week, the Timbers bounced back with two 

Mission Offering 
Our second quarter offerings 
wrapped up at $520.11!  Thank you 
for the generosity!  We will be using 
that money to put together baskets 
for families with someone out on 
deployment!   
 
Third quarter offerings are being giv-
en to Spokane’s Teen & Kid Closet.  
You can click the link or use the QR 
to be taken to their website for more 
details!  We are very excited to share 
our resources with an amazing or-
ganization that helps many children 
in need.   

 
 

Thrivent  
Looking for ways to begin gaining 
some financial clarity?  Thrivent is 
here to help!  School dad Zach Sau-
gen works with Thrivent and recently 
met with us to discuss an online tool 
that Thrivent created to help coach 
people to make wise spending deci-
sions—Money Canvas.  This pro-
gram is free to use, and will connect 
you to an online coach for healthier 
budgeting.  Please take a look using 
the link provided or the QR code 
below.  Further questions can be 
directed to Zach Saugen at 
zach.saugen@thrivent.com 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Re-Enrollment Coming Up!! 
Please put on your radar that earl y 
enrollment is happening from  
FEBRUARY 1-15.  That’s already 
next week!  During this time, we will 
be accepting only currently enrolled 
families, giving you the first opportunity 
to reserve your children’s spots for the 
2023-2024 school year!  This year we 
are increasing our enrollment fees 
slightly—preschool to $100 and ele-
mentary to $200.  However, during the 
re-enrollment period these prices are 
discounted to $50 for preschool and 
$75 for elementary.  Once the window 
closes on February 15th, prices will go 
up to above mentioned amounts.   
 
Thank you so much for taking the time 
to re-enroll early so we have extra time 
to plan our classrooms and budget for 
next school year!  Your assistance is 
so appreciated!!  

 
Moms and Muffins 

Moms and Muffins is TONIGHT!  Even 
if you forgot to RSVP, we did get some 
extra supplies!  We would love to see 
you there!  This event begins at 5PM.   
 
 

Book Donations Needed 
 I am going to read the novel Hatchet 
by Gary Paulsen with grades 5-6.  Do 
you have a copy at home that we could 
use?  I’m having a hard time finding 
cheap copies on the internet.  Thank 
you!  Mrs. Schultz 

 
Singing in Church 

Grades K-2 will be singing in church on 
Sunday, January 29 at 10:00AM.  If 
you are in grades K-2, please make 
sure you are attending the service, and 
even if you aren’t in those classes, 
consider attending the service to see 
the kiddos singing!  Thank you!  

 
 
 

tonight  5-6 

https://www.pinotspalette.com/spokane/event/660502
https://spokanechiefsgroups-com.3dcartstores.com/St-Matthew-Lutheran-Church-Hockey-Nights_p_974.html?utm_source=St+Matthew+Weekly+Email+List&utm_campaign=692147531c-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_05_17_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d1744cea99-692147531c-5529109
https://spokanechiefsgroups-com.3dcartstores.com/St-Matthew-Lutheran-Church-Hockey-Nights_p_974.html?utm_source=St+Matthew+Weekly+Email+List&utm_campaign=692147531c-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_05_17_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d1744cea99-692147531c-5529109
https://school.stmatthewspokane.org/calendars.html
https://www.teenkidcloset.org/
https://www.thrivent.com/generosity/money-canvas


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Classroom News 

Preschool News 
Mrs. Donna Driesbach (509.638.5361) 

What a beautiful week we are having in preschool!!   
 
This week we are focusing on Teeth!!  On Monday and Tuesday, we had fun visiting Dr. Bradley's dental office.  What a great 
field trip we had and  SO many parents went walking with us!!  We had fun learning about how to care for our teeth and we 
were able to "play" with the dental tools in the office!  What a great field trip!!  Thank you parents for joining us!!  All of the kids 
went home with a toothbrush, a sugar-free sucker and a sticker!!  Thank you Dr. Bradley!! 
 
The children also had a great time painting a tooth this week!!  They actually got to paint a yellow tooth with a toothbrush and 
white paint.  WHAT???  Who gets to paint with toothbrushes??  We do!!  Small circles made with a toothbrush and white 
paint:  "A Clean Tooth is a Happy Tooth!"    
 
Some of the classes had fun with the project:  "I Take Care of My Teeth".  They were able to cut and sort the foods that are 
good for our teeth and the things that are not good for our teeth. What a great learning experience!!  
 
All of the classes were able to do a Science experiment this week. We put one hard-boiled egg in water, one in Coke, and one 
in grape juice.  We found out what happens if this egg was actually our teeth.  If we didn't brush our teeth after drinking these 
beverages, what would our teeth look like!!  You would be amazed!!  GROSS!!  Ask your kids what they learned from this ex-
periment!!  What a great hands-on activity!! 
 
SO many new centers in our classroom this week, too!!  Our Art Center has Bingo daubers.  The children are able to dot the 
letter "Tt" for Tooth.  The Reading Center has a sorting activity.  The kiddos are able to sort uppercase and lowercase letters - 
letters that are printed on a tooth!!  FUN!! 
 
Next week, we will be focusing on the letter "P".  Four year old children, please bring in a show 'n' item from home that starts 
with the letter "P". 
 
With it being "P" week next week, we, of course, need to celebrate!!  Next Wednesday and Friday, we are going to have a "P" 
Party!!  Pancakes, Pajamas, Pillows and maybe even a Parade - it doesn't get any better than that!!  Watch for a note going 
home!!  More fun is happening in preschool!! 
 
We are in need of baby wipes in our classroom.  If you could bring some in to replenish our supply, it would be greatly appreci-
ated!!  Thank you SO much!! 
 
Our bible verse we will learn in class next week is I Peter 5:7 "God cares for you." 
 
Have  a beautiful weekend with your family!!  See you next week!! 
 

Kindergarten News 
Miss Rachel Taasaas (360.271.5201) 

Nightly Homework: 

 Read for 20 minutes.  Fill out January Book it calendar.  I have chosen a goal for each student.  I want my students to be 
successful readers and this is a huge part of it.  Please make this a priority each night. 

 Memory Work- Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding. Proverbs 3:5 (February 2) 
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wins on Tuesday! Next week there 
will be practice for the A and B team 
on January 31 4:00-5:10/5:30. There 
will be a game for both teams on 
February 2 at 48009 Ida Ave E, Ed-
wall, WA 99008 at 3:00 (A team) and 
4:00 (B team). Parents need to notify 
teachers if you plan to take other 
kids out of school to attend the 
game. Let Miss Rosenbaum know as 
soon as possible if your child needs 
a ride to practices or games before 
the day of!  
 

5-8 Basketball Conces-
sions, Book, Clock Help 

Miss Rosenbaum is looking for any-
one who would be willing to help 

work concessions (hopefully), do the 
book, or run the clock for our home 
games. She has several openings 
available, so please reach out if you 
are interested in helping (269-326-
5437). Thank you in advance for 
helping! 
 

Adult League Basketball 
No adult basketball tonight because 
of mom’s and muffins. Please be 
aware that if the children have away 
games or late home games, there 
will be no adult basketball.  

 
Save the Date 

The junior choir has been asked to 
return to the Avista Stadium to sing 

the National Anthem for a Spokane 
Indians game! We are scheduled to 
sing on Friday, April 14th! Each child 
will need to be there by 5:45PM and 
the game begins at 6:35PM. I will 
have more information and details as 
we get closer to the date. If you have 
any questions, please contact 
Michelle Most (832)212.9102. 
 
 



Singing in Church - We sing in church this Sunday!  Please make sure your child is there.  We need everyone’s voices!  
 
Report Cards - Please sign the report card envelope and return it.  We reuse these each quarter. 
 
100th Day - Monday, February 13 is our 100th day of school (yep, that’s right, 2 big celebrations back to back).  To celebrate 
100 days of school we will be doing lots of fun activities as well as dressing up as 100 year old people! This is always such a 
fun activity.  Get out those curlers and suspenders, dust off the walkers, this is going to be such a silly dress up day!  Pinterest 
has lots of great ideas if you need help!  I can’t wait to see what you guys come up with!  
 
Valentine’s Day -.  Please go to our school website and look at the newsletter for January 12 for information about our party.  I 
also listed student names in that newsletter.  A big thank you to everyone who has donated items.  If you signed up for some-
thing please bring it in before February 6. 
 
Change of Clothes - It is important that your child ALWAYS has a change of clothes in their backpack.  Many times students 
come in from recess wet and cold and they aren’t able to change into something dry because they do not have a change of 
clothes.  This was an item on the school supply list at the beginning of the year.  Please check to make sure your child has a 
change of clothes.   
 
Fridays - Most Fridays we have P.E. outside.  Please make sure your child has gloves.   
 
Handwriting Contest - We are participating in the Zaner-Bloser National Handwriting Contest.  Each student was given a prac-
tice sheet as well as a final copy.  One student from each class will be picked and have their sample sent in to be judged 
against other private schools.   

 

1st Grade News 
Mrs. Kelly West (509.362.4916) 

Hello First Grade Families! 
Last week Kaylee's mom taught us a lesson about how to properly brush and floss our teeth, and even gave us toothbrushes 
and floss to practice with! Thank you very much for a wonderful presentation, Andrean! 
This Sunday, January 29th, K-2 is singing in church at St. Matthew at 10:00 a.m. I look forward to seeing you there!  
In our next unit of Science we will be talking about how we grow and change. If you would be able to give me (either by text or 
hard copy) a baby picture of your child, I would really appreciate it!  
Next week our memory work is one that you will appreciate! The Fourth Commandment: Honor your father and mother that it 
may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth.  
Have a good weekend and God bless! 

 

2nd Grade News 
Miss Erika Rosenbaum (269.326.5437) 

Christlight/Memory Work 

 1/31 - Psalm 119:105 
 2/2 - The Ninth Commandment 
 Please read the Bible stories from this week (The Israelites Enter Canaan; Rahab and the Spies) with your child during the 

weekend and sign the PURPLE sheet in the orange folder. 
Homework 

 Read 20 minutes a day. Add the minutes to your January Book-It Calendar. I encourage you to also take AR tests once 
your child finishes a book. 

 Continue to work through the extra math program.  
 We will be working on the spelling rule for making contractions. Spelling words for next week: I’ll, she’ll, it’ll, can’t, didn’t, 

couldn’t, don’t, haven’t, I’d, we’d, you’d, and he’d. The spelling test will be on February 2. Make sure to be practicing these 
words with your child at home.  

Extra Notes 

 Water bottles, jackets, and gloves need to be brought everyday.  
 K-2 will be singing THIS SUNDAY at 10 am. Please plan to attend church to hear them sing. If you are unable to, please let 

me know. Thanks! 
 100th day of school and Valentine’s Day - A separate note went home on Tuesday with correct information on it. Please 

make sure to read it. Let me know if you have any questions. 
 Our life skill for the third quarter will be sewing on Valentine’s day.  
 January Book-It Calendars will be due next week Wednesday, February 1. February calendars will be handed out on that 

day as well.  
 If you haven’t returned your child’s report card envelope, please do so as soon as possible. Thank you! 

 

3rd-4th Grade News 
Mrs. Michelle Most (832.212.9102) 

Reading -  Some of the children are falling behind in their Accelerated Reading (A.R.) goals for the year.  Please encourage 
your child to be reading and taking the online tests for each book.  If you need the link, please let me know and they can take 
the quizzes at home also. I’ve sent home new goal sheets and recording sheets for the 3rd quarter. (Where has the time 
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gone?)  
Soc. St. –We will be choosing our famous/important people in history this week and early next week.  I only have so many re-
sources in the classroom, but will glady run to the library to find more as needed.  If you are willing and able to take your child to 
the library to find sources on their person, that would be fabulous! I am hoping each child can have 2 sources besides using the 
internet for research. 
Spelling/Vocabulary - Today is our first spelling/vocabulary test.  The children have done well in class with sorting and learn-
ing the rule of the week.  I am so proud of their hard work! 
Handwriting - Fourth graders are working on making cursive handwriting more proficient for them.  So we are using cursive in 
writing class and in Social Studies right now.  This may change at some point throughout the year.   
We have the opportunity to participate in the Zaner-Bloser National Handwriting Contest.  We had two winners in our school 
last year, so we are excited to see what we can do this year.  I sent out a practice sheet that your child can work on at 
home.  We will fill out the official sheet at school in early February.   
Extra Notes: 

 We are done with the MAP testing.  If you would like to meet with me to discuss your child’s results please speak with or 
text me and we can set up a time.   

 Report cards were sent home on Monday, January 23. Please return the envelope as soon as possible so it doesn’t get 
lost at home. 

 Moms and Muffins is tonight! Can’t wait to see you all there! 
 Valentine’s day lists will be sent home next week, along with a pizza box for your child to decorate as a mailbox for their 

classroom valentines during our party! Did someone say party? Please stop by to see if there is anything you can donate to 
bring for our Valentine’s day party.  Thank you! 

 
Have a blessed week in the Lord!  

 
5th-6th Grade News 

Mr. Glenn Metzger (734.788.4637) 
"For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus, our Lord." - Romans 6:23 
This passage shares a theme for our memory work this week, talking about the consequences for our sins. Our lessons in 
Christ Light have been reflecting that theme, as we are learning about the struggles the Israelites had staying faithful to God 
while traveling from Egypt to Canaan, despite his promises and signs. 
 
In Faith Foundations, we have begun our study of the fourth commandment, and with it the commandments that talk about lov-
ing our neighbor. Students remain in the same chapters in math class, and just finished an examination of mass and gravity in 
science. We also revisited our failed electromagnet experiment by watching some videos on how to build the device. Students 
compared our methods with the videos and determined some likely reasons our devices did not work. In social studies, we are 
studying the cultures of Ancient Mesopotamia, with the Israelites making their first appearance in our history books. We just 
wrapped up a grammar study of pronouns in English, and will be looking to start a narrative writing project next. 
 
Report cards were sent home on Monday of this week. If you have seen the report card for your child, please return the enve-
lope in which it was sent home with your signature by the 2nd quarter. 

 

7th-8th Grade News 
Mr. Jacob Biebert (715.402.0094) 

Happy Thursday everyone! I hope that especially you moms have a nice Thursday and enjoy your time tonight getting to spend 
some time with your children at Moms and Muffins. This is also a great opportunity to build some connections with some other 
moms as well.  

This was a particularly exciting week that saw our second modular finally arrive on campus. I pray that the classrooms there will 
be a blessing to our 5-6th graders and whatever other students end up inhabiting the other classroom in the future.  

Here is this week’s and next week’s memory work:  

Monday 2/30: 4th Commandment, 1 Peter 5:7, Joshua 1:9; Wednesday 2/1: Jeremiah 29:11, 2 Timothy 4:18; Thursday 2/2: 
Hymn 506:1; Friday 2/3: 1 John 1:9, Romans 5:18, Romans 13:14 

We have tackled more explorers this week like Magellan and Drake. One of the only resources we have of some of these sail-
ors are there journals. Now, we all know that journals are not always accurate. I mean we all know that Bobby truly likes Suzie 
and not Janet, right? Anyway, the question that begs to be answered is how did they determine what to write? How did they 
know that this would be important or interesting information for future generations? I think the same thing about documentaries 
that have a person videotaping themselves and talking about their days. Did the person know they would be part of a documen-
tary some day? The children will get a chance to journal about their week in the coming days. I guess we will find out what they 
find truly fascinating about their days. I guess I am going to be reading about a lot of mirror and screen time next time……fun!  

Our science class this week focused on the useful natures of fungi in the world, and also some of the harmful things they do in 
our world. Harmful: aiding in the aging of brie…..jk, many people see this as helpful. Truly Harmful: some fungus can grow on 
stored grain that can cause liver cancer or death. It is amazing how God has given us these fungi to discover and use to aid in 
many things while also figuring out which ones are dangerous. All of them help as decomposers. 

God’s Blessings on your weekends. We will see you on Monday! 
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Bringing Light into 
the Darkness 

God created everything 
without outside help. He 
spoke the plants and ani-
mals into existence and 
gave them life, energy, and 
potential. Then he formed 
humans and commis-
sioned them to fill the world 
and rule over it. God did all 
this by himself. Nobody 
helped him create this 
good world. But when it 
comes to telling this world 
about who he is and what 
he has done to save the 
people of this world, he de-
cided to use humans to 
spread the good news. 

Interestingly enough, in-
stead of going to the tem-
ple to find religious profes-
sionals or to the king’s pal-
ace to enlist the so-called 
influential people of the 
world, Jesus went to day 
laborers, fishing by the sea 
of Galilee. He said to them, 
“Come, follow me, and I 
will send you out to fish for 
people,” meaning he would 
use them to rescue people 
from sin and death by 
preaching the good news 
about what he had done to 
save them. 

And that’s precisely what 
happened. After Jesus 
died on the cross and rose 
again, he sent out his disci-
ples to proclaim the good 
news. People worldwide 
believed this message, 
continuing to pass on this  

good news until it even 
reached our hearts. 

Now the God who created 
this world wants to use us 
to continue proclaiming this 
good news. Wherever we 
go, we are to bring his light 
with us. God’s light shines 
as we communicate God’s 
love in words and actions 
and tell those around us 
about our Savior, Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer: 
Lord God, thank you for call-
ing me to participate in your 
mission. Fill me with the joy 
of your light and lead me to 
spread that light wherever I 
go. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

Want more daily devotions?   

I get them here!   
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As Jesus was walking beside the Sea 
of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon 
called Peter and his brother Andrew. 
They were casting a net into the lake, 
for they were fishermen. “Come, follow 
me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you 

out to fish for people.” At once they left 
their nets and followed him. 

 
Matthew 4:18-20  

https://wels.net/serving-you/devotions/daily-devotions/

