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delayed due to inclement weather over the 
Christmas Break.  Someone will be walk-
ing the site today, and hopefully we will be 
able to do any additional site prep, etc. 
over the next couple weeks so we can see 
the second modular here by the end of the 
month.  As many of you certainly know, 
building projects are usually delayed for 
one reason or another, but we are so ap-
preciative of all the work everyone is doing 
behind the scenes to get this building in 
place.  And we are appreciative of YOU for 
your patience and understanding!   

 
Adult Basketball League 

Adult basketball is starting back up again 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays 5:30-6:30 pm. 
If you would be interested in playing some 
pick-up basketball at the Nazarene 
Church’s gym (9004 N Country Homes 
Blvd, Spokane, WA 99218), please let 
Miss Rosenbaum know. We would love to 
see you there!  

 
January Calendar 

In case you missed it before Christmas, 
please take a look at the calendar for Jan-
uary by using the link or the QR code be-
low. 
 

Welcome Back! 
Prayers that each of you had a won-
derful and restful Christmas Break!  It 
has been such a joy to see all of you 
again!  Although we aren't exactly 
halfway, I think of Christmas Break 
as the halfway point through the 
school year! I cannot believe we are 
almost half done!  Didn’t we just 
start!?!? 

 
 Bible Study Opportunities 

We have a lot of opportunities for 
small group bible study if you are 
interested!  A bible basics class is 
beginning on both Thursday eve-
nings (speak with Pastor West for 
details (509)217-9617) and Sunday 
mornings during our bible class hour 
a 9AM.  Additionally, Carl Burgeson 
plans to get the small group study 
going — details to be made after a 
planning meeting on 1/8, so more to 
info to come!   
 

Showshoe Outing 
Pastor West is planning a snowshoe 
outing on January 21.  All are wel-
come to attend, but BYO showshoes.  
He will update location as event gets 
closer, but will likely be at Sullivan or 
Priest Lake areas.  Please let him 
know if you plan to attend (509)217-
9617. 

 
MAP Testing 

Our second round of MAP testing will 
be happening next week, so please 
plan for that by helping the kiddos to 
get good sleep and healthy break-
fasts, and help calm their nerves (if 
they have any) that these tests are 
only one tiny part of all their learning. 
Please try to have your kids at school 
on time each day, and only miss if 

sick — making up these tests can be a 
challenge.  Thank you for your help!  

 
3rd Grade Teacher — UPDATE 
Miss Rachel Vieth returned the call to 
teach here over Christmas Break.  Our 
next call meeting is taking place at the 
end of January.  Please pray that we 
are able to find a good fit!   

 
Karate Class Opportunity 

The Corr family wants to spread the 
word about a karate class they are 
involved with! Sensei Jeff (2nd degree 
black belt) and Sensei Josh (1st degree 
black belt) lead the class, and Brittany 
has many good things to say about 
them!  Classes are Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 4-5PM at 3506 Prince-
ton Ave.  Lastly, classes are very af-
fordable and they will accept anyone 
6+.  If you have any questions, feel 
free to reach out to Brittany Corr at 
(541)788-2889. 

 
Junior Choir 

Rehearsals will continue on Monday, 
January 9 from 3:45-4:30.  
 

Basketball  
Next week there is practice on Tues-
day from 4:00-5:10/5:30. Please make 
sure your child is prepared for practice 
on those days. Let Miss Rosenbaum 
know as soon as possible if your child 
needs a ride to practice. We have been 
invited to play in a tournament hosted 
at Evergreen Lutheran. More infor-
mation will be handed out soon to see 
if we have enough interest to partici-
pate. 

 
Modular Update 

The second modular building has been 

https://school.stmatthewspokane.org/calendars.html


Classroom News 

Preschool News 
Mrs. Donna Driesbach (509.638.5361) 

Welcome back to preschool!!  I am praying that you had a great Christmas break, but we are SO ready to get back into our pre-
school routine, again!!  Winter is our NEW theme for the next two weeks!! 
 
Our first day back, we had SO much fun playing with shaving cream on the tables!!  We loved writing our names and also mak-
ing and creating shapes with the shaving cream!!  Our classroom smelled amazing after each class!!  This week, we also had a 
great time making soap snowballs that we could take home - grated bar soap and water makes some wonderful sensory 
fun!!!  And what a great way to keep our hands nice and clean!!  Some of the classes, this week, had fun having their feet paint-
ed in order to create a snowman  - what a tickly experience  - you'll see them hanging in the classroom next week and then in 
their Memory Books at the end of the year!! 
 
We have some great new centers in our preschool, too!!  Our Sensory Center has a bucket loaded with cotton balls.  The chil-
dren can find some special white items that are hidden in the "snow" and then re-hide them for their friends!!  We, also, have 
marshmallow stamping in our Art Center.  The children can stamp out a snowman with white paint and a marshmallow!!  How 
fun to be able to play and paint with food!!  We have our trains set up in our Drama Center.  The children can connect the tracks 
and have a great time with so many different train sets!!  The children LOVE this center!! 
 
I have a sign up sheet for the four-year old parents to volunteer their time while I evaluate the children during class.  Please 
check that out on my red cabinet and see if you can help out these next few weeks. I sure would love the extra hands!! 
 
This week, we focused on the letter "Mm" during show 'n' tell, so next week . . . we will work on the letter "Nn".  Four year old 
children, please bring something from home that begins with the letter "Nn" for show 'n' tell. 
 
The bible verse we will work on during classroom time next week is  Psalm 91:11 "He will command his angels . . . to guard 
you." 
 
Have an amazing weekend with your family!!  Can't wait to see you next week!! 

 

Kindergarten News 
Miss Rachel Taasaas (360.271.5201) 

Nightly Homework: 

 Read for 20 minutes.  If you have not returned the December calendar please do that by tomorrow at the latest.  A January 
calendar was sent home yesterday along with a reminder of why it is so important to read at home.  I have chosen a goal 
for each student.  I want my students to be successful readers and this is a huge part of it.  Please make this a priority 
each night. 

 Practice sight words- what, are, is, my, see, I, it, is, the, along with color words and number words.   

 Memory Work- Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever. Psalm 118:1  
 
Offering envelopes- I sent home offering envelopes for the month of January.  Please speak with your child about budgeting 
and how they would like to give.    
 
Memory Work- I sent home another memory work sheet yesterday in case you misplaced the one I gave you at the beginning 
of the year.   
 
Yellow Folder- If you did not return your child’s folder please do that tomorrow morning.     
 
Baby wipes- Once again we are in need of some Costco brand baby wipes.  If you are able to donate some I would appreciate 
it.   
 
I hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas break!  I know the kids will be pretty tired getting back into our routine again, so 
you may have some tired kiddos the first few weeks back.   

 

1st Grade News 
Mrs. Kelly West (509.362.4916) 

Welcome back! I have been so happy to see all of my students! I hope you all had a wonderful and restful break. Thank you all 
so much for the lovely Christmas gifts! I'm sorry if you didn't get a thank you note; I wasn't exactly sure who gave me a few of 
the presents.  
I sent out a new memory work schedule this week because we got way off track working on memory work for the Christmas 
program! 
God's blessings to you! 
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2nd Grade News 
Miss Erika Rosenbaum (269.326.5437) 

Christlight/Memory Work 

 1/10 - The Third Commandment 
 1/12 - Romans 6:23 
 Please read the Bible stories from this week (The Tabernacle) with your child during the weekend and sign the yellow 

sheet in the orange folder. 
Homework 

 Read 20 minutes a day. Add the minutes to your January Book-It Calendar. I encourage you to also take AR tests once 
your child finishes a book. 

 Continue to work through the extra math program.  
 We will be working on the /k/ sound at the end (ck, ke, c, k) Spelling words for next week: block, duck, broke, snake, picnic, 

atlantic, shark, oak, read, why, found, because. The spelling test will be on January 12. Make sure to be practicing these 
words with your child at home.  

 We are learning about culture and family in social studies class. A family tree was sent home today for you to help your 
child fill out. This will be due on Monday, January 9.  

Extra Notes 

 Water bottles and jackets need to be brought everyday.  
 K-2 will be singing on January 29 at 10 am. Our class started working on our two songs that we will be singing. Please plan 

to attend church on that day. If you are unable to, please let me know. Thanks! 
 January Book-It Calendars were handed out yesterday. Please make sure to return December Calendars. 
 MAP Testing will be taking place next week.  
 I hope and pray you all had a wonderful holiday break! It was nice to head back to Michigan to celebrate Christmas with my 

family! 
 

3rd-4th Grade News 
Mrs. Michelle Most (832.212.9102) 

Happy 2023!  I pray you all had a blessed Christmas and a blessed new year! 
 
Reading -  The focus in reading for the next few weeks will be different reading skills; context clues, author’s purpose, compare 
and contrast, figurative language, inferencing, point of view, main idea and details, and retelling vs. summarizing.  We will be 
practicing these so we can apply them to our literature books and to informational writing and non-fiction texts. 
 
Soc. St. –We will be taking a break from the regions of the US to learn about important people in history. This will coincide with 
us learning about non-fiction texts and informational writing that we will be focusing on in reading too. 
 
Math - Please ensure your child is completing Xtramath every weekday, at least.  This is our best way to practice our math 
facts, especially division for the third graders who are just beginning to learn all their division facts now also! I am not switching 
your child over to division unless they have mastered 0-6 in multiplication. 
 
S.M.A.R.T. Goals - We will be making some SMART goals this week for the remainder of the school year.  Please ask your 
child what they decided to do and how you can help them accomplish their goals. 
 
Extra Notes: 

 MAP testing is next week.  Please make sure your child gets plenty of rest and a great breakfast to help them do their best! 
 The 2nd quarter ends on Friday, January 20th. 
 Moms and Muffins is on Thursday, January 26. 
 January Book-it and Memory work calendars were sent home with your child yesterday. 
 Chapel envelopes will look a little different for a few weeks.  Ignore any date that may be on them please. 
 If you have a plastic pants hanger (like you get from the dept. store) at home, please send it to school with your child.  We 

can use it to hang our mittens/gloves from to help them dry between recesses. 
 
Have a blessed week in the Lord!  

 

5th-6th Grade News 
Mr. Glenn Metzger (734.788.4637) 

There is no memory work due this week. We will start our regular schedule for memory work again by introducing the new pas-
sages on Thursday. 
 
I hope everyone had a relaxing Christmas break. We are going to be jumping right into classes this week, with 5th grade math 
class finishing up their chapter on fractions and 6th grade math starting a new chapter on integers. We will also be continuing 
our practical study of Newton's Laws of Motion this week, focusing on the 2nd Law. Students were to have their essay complet-
ed by today, so in both Social Studies and English we will have a quick review on concepts covered recently and then an as-
sessment. Finally, in our religion classes we will be covering the Passover for Bible history and the 3rd commandment for Faith 
Foundations. 
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Thank you to everyone who so graciously donated time and resources to our class Christmas party, as well as to those who 
sent gifts. It was a fun way to end our calendar year together. 
 
Finally, please note that our second round of MAP tests are coming up soon. Specific dates will be released soon, but please 
make sure students are at school for those dates if at all possible so that we can collect information under ideal testing circum-
stances. 
 

7th-8th Grade News 
Mr. Jacob Biebert (715.402.0094) 

Oh boy, where do I even begin? Tests tests, so many tests to be had this week. I am kidding. I pray you all had a restful and 
amazing Christmas break as you celebrated and continue celebrating the birth of our Savior. It almost doesn’t feel like it was 
just Christmas with the nicer weather we have been having.  

Here is this week’s and next week’s memory work:  

Friday 1/6: Philippians 2:5, 1 Peter 4:10; 1/9: Ephesians 4:15, Matthew 5:16; 1/10: 6th Petition of the Lord’s Prayer and What 
does this mean? 1/12: Hymn 573:1-4 ; 1/13: 1 Corinthians 10:13 Psalm 50:15, 2 Timothy 4:18  

I don’t have a ton to report in regards to the other subjects that we will be covering. However, I will mention that we are starting 
a new topic in history that is focusing on the age of exploration and how that influenced the world and United States of America. 

This warmer weather has got us getting plans back in place to get our second modular classroom installed. Hopefully we see it 

soon. Hopefully the slightly nicer weather has given you the desire to also get out and get some fresh air. God’s Blessings on 

your weekends. 
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The Reason for the  
Season  
 

People started celebrating 
Christmas two months ago, 
and most are tired of it by 
now. The tree is down, the 
lights are stored away, and 
they are back to work. 
Even though they know the 
song “The Twelve Days of 
Christmas,” they don’t real-
ize that those twelve days 
start on Christmas day, 
and we are only on day 
nine today! 

Maybe without all the dis-
tractions of celebration, the 
time has come to concen-
trate on the reason for the 
season. People realize that 
we celebrated the birth of 
Jesus. Did they realize that 
the birth was at exactly the 
right time? It happened at 
precisely the time God had 
planned it when he first 
promised it. 

The Savior, Jesus, was the 
Son of God, begotten from 
the Father from eternity. 
That eternal God took on 
flesh and was actually born 
as an actual human being. 
Even though his Father 
was God, his mother was 
an actual woman, and he 
was true man. 

That meant that he was 
under God’s law. He was 
required to keep it; and he 
managed to do that per-
fectly. Then he took the 

punishment for breaking 
the law, which was death 
and hell, and because he 
did not deserve that pun-
ishment, he was able to 
credit his perfect life to us. 
He paid the price of shed-
ding his blood, innocently 
suffering, and dying. Now 
we have forgiveness as a 
result. We are redeemed. 

Those extraordinary events 
make Christmas worth cel-
ebrating every year. Let 
the celebration continue! 

Prayer: (Christian Wor-
ship: Hymnal – 366) 
Jesus, guard and guide 
your members, fill them 
with your boundless grace, 
Hear their prayers in ev’ry 

place. 
Fan to life faith’s glowing em-
bers; grant all Christians far 
and near, 
Holy peace, a glad new year. 
Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

Want more daily devotions?   

I get them here!   
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But when the set time had fully 
come, God sent his Son, born of a 

woman, born under the law, to  
redeem those under the law. 

 
Galatians 4:4,5  

https://wels.net/serving-you/devotions/daily-devotions/

