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K-2 Soccer 
The big scrimmage is next week Monday, 
October 10 at 4 pm. The scrimmage will 
take place at Linwood Park, which is just 
up the road from school. Your child should 
have received a sheet from his/her teacher 
with more information about the scrim-
mage. Please let Miss Rosenbaum know 
as soon as possible if you did not receive 
it. I look forward to seeing the kids play! 

 
3-8 Soccer 

We have two games next week. The first is 
Tuesday, October 11 at 3:15 at Dwight 
Merkel Field 1. The kids will be dismissed 
at 2:40 for that game. The second is 
Thursday, October 13 at 3:15 at Dwight 
Merkel Field 1. The kids will be dismissed 
at 2:40 for that game as well. Please make 
sure to be checking remind as information 
is sent out on that too. Note the time for 
the October 18 game: 3:15 NOT 4:00. 

 
Junior Choir 

The Junior Choir is taking a temporary 
hiatus due to all the soccer games and 
scrimmages. Rehearsals will continue on 
Monday, November 7th.   

 October 10, 17, 24, & 31 - No Re-
hearsal.  

 Our next rehearsal will be on Monday 
November 7. 

 

Pastor Appreciation Month! 
October is Pastor Appreciation Month, so if 
you see our wonderful Pastor West make 
sure to thank him for all his dedicated ser-
vice to St. Matthew!  We are so thankful for 
all you do!!! 

 
DC Fundraiser—Garage Sale 

The DC Garage Sale Fundraiser is hap-
pening today and tomorrow over at the 

Mission Offering  
Last week, we gave a total of 
$169.41 in mission offerings to the 
Lutheran church in Zimbabwe!  That 
brings out total offerings this quarter 
to $532.51.  We still have about $700 
to go before first quarter ends on 
October 28 — can we do it?! 

 

Picture Retakes 
If your child is missing for picture 
day, retakes are scheduled for Octo-
ber 24.  Retakes will be at the Memo-
ries studio during lunch hour that 
day, and it is parent responsibility to 
get kids to/from picture retakes.  
Please speak with a teacher if you 
know you will need retakes due to 
absence, and we will make sure you 
have the address and necessary 
info! 
 

 Church/School Retreat 
Thanks to all of you who attended 
our retreat at Riverview Bible Camp!   
Each year Jacob and I have left feel-
ing so refreshed, and this year was 
no different!  There are TONS of kids 
activities, and great bonding to be 
had with the adults!  I added several 
pictures on page 4 so check those 
out!  A special congratulations to the 
Landrus family—on Sunday, Pastor 
West had the privilege of baptizing 
Mae, Jack, and Edie.  We pray God 
continue to bless you and strengthen 
your faith for the rest of your days!   

 
Book It!   

Book It! is up and running so be sure 
you are filling out those calendars 
each day and turn them in at the end 
of the month!   

 

Reformation Month 
Want to learn more about Lutheran-
ism? Want to check out a St Matthew 
worship service? This month is a great 
chance to do both. For the rest of Oc-
tober we will be celebrating Refor-
mation month in church. The Sunday 
themes will be based on a basic truth 
about God rediscovered at the time of 
the Lutheran Reformation that we con-
tinue to teach today. Plan to join us!  

 
Tent or Treat 

A HUGE thank you to those of you who 
have offered to help in some way for 
Tent or Treat!  We still need lots of 
helpers—could you consider taking a 
look at the sign up to possibly help with 
set up, parking, concessions, etc.?  
You can view the sign up here, or with 
the QR code below!  Please reach out 
to Kelly West (509)362-4916 or Kayla 
Biebert (715)402-0114 if you have any 
questions about the event. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October Calendar 
Please check out the October calendar 
online, or by using the QR code below.  
October is probably the busiest month 
of the school year!  So much going on, 
so don’t miss a thing!   

 
 
 
 

 
Head to the preschool garage 

today and tomorrow! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4DAAAE22AAFCC34-tent1
https://school.stmatthewspokane.org/calendars.html
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Classroom News 

Preschool News 
Mrs. Donna Driesbach (509.638.5361) 

We had such an amazing week in preschool!!  We are still celebrating Fall Week!   
We have a new book in our Listening Center:  Fall Trouble.  This is a very cute story about a squirrel who doesn't want to see the 
leaves fall from a tree.  The children LOVE this one!!  Our Art Center now has watercolors.  The children can paint a scarecrow 
and be an artist!! 
Picture Day was Monday and Tuesday - great smiles were abounding!!  We also had fun making some fall windsocks on those 
days:  a few leaves and some crepe paper streamers and TADA a beautiful fall windsock!! 
Wednesday and Friday, we have our Pumpkin Patch Field Trip!!  What a great day!!  The weather has been absolutely gor-
geous!!  Thank you, Jesus!!  What a fantastic field trip at Hidden Acres!!  This has always been a favorite one for parents and 
children, too!!  Thank you for the amazing parent participation!! 
This week, some of the classes had fun painting fresh leaves and flipping them on paper to make a beautiful fall leaf pic-
ture!!  What a fantastic art experience!! 
Next week, we will be focusing on the letter "Ee".  Four year old classes, please bring something to school for show 'n' tell that 
starts with the letter "Ee". 
Our bible verse that we will learn in school next week is Matthew 28:20  "I am with you always." 
Have a beautiful weekend with your family.  Can't wait to see you next week!!  
 

Kindergarten News 
Miss Rachel Taasaas (360.271.5201) 

Nightly Homework: 

 Practice Memory Work 

 Read for 20 minutes.  Don’t forget to fill out the Book It! Calendar. 
 
Growth Mindset Affirmation of the Week:  When I struggle, I grow! 
 
Memory Work:   

 October 13—Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not 
change like shifting shadows.  James 1:17 

 
Field trip - Just a reminder a note was sent home last week about our pumpkin patch field trip.   If you plan on being a chaperon 
or even coming on the field trip at all you will need a background check.  Mrs. Biebert should have sent you a link for that.  Please 
fill that out as soon as possible otherwise you will be unable to attend.   
 
Tent or Treat - If you would like a fun, safe environment to let your child dress up in costumes and collect candy this is an event 
you don’t want to miss!  Also, if you are interested in being in charge of our Kindergarten tent let me know! 
 
Miss Taasaas is missing! - If you are ever wondering why I am not in the classroom some days it is because on the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesday of each month I visit the preschoolers at 11 am and 3 pm.  Mrs. Roth or another teacher aide teaches for me on 
those days. 

 
1st Grade News 

Mrs. Kelly West (509.362.4916) 
Hello, first grade parents! We are going on a field trip to Siemers Farm, which has a pumpkin patch and corn maze, on Monday, 
October 24th! I sent home information about it on Wednesday. Please fill it out and return it to me, along with the cash payment, 
by Monday, October 17th. I hope you can attend, as well! It will be so fun! 

If you are interested in having a tent or volunteering for Tent or Treat, please let me know! It’s on Friday, October 28 th.  

Our memory work for next Thursday, October 13th is Psalm 50:15 Call upon me in the day of trouble. I will deliver you and you will 
honor me. 

God bless you all. Have a great weekend! 

preschool garage from 8:30-4:00.  
Please head over there to check out the 
items for sale!  All sales go directly to 
the kids DC fund to help offset the cost 
to head to Washington DC in spring 
2024!   
 

DC Fundraiser—Hot Lunch 
10/13 

A note was sent home regarding hot 
lunch being served next Thursday by 
the DC kids.  Please fill that sheet out 

and return to your child’s teacher by 
Tuesday, October 11.  On the menu 
this time is nachos—yummy!  Meal is 
by donation—no set cost for the meal, 
so give what you can to support the 
kids!   
 
 



2nd Grade News 
Miss Erika Rosenbaum (269.326.5437) 

Christlight/Memory Work 

 10/11 - 1 John 1:7b 
 10/13 - The Tenth Commandment  
 Please read the Bible stories from this week (Abraham’s Servant Finds a Wife for Isaac; Jacob Tricks Isaac) with your child 

during the weekend and sign the light blue sheet in the orange folder. 
Homework 

 Read 20 minutes a day. Make sure to be adding your minutes to your Book-It Calendar. 
 Continue to work through the extra math program.  
 Spelling words for next week: bridge, fridge, lodge, cage, eight, weight, freight, sleigh, always, made, gave, us. We are 

working on the special patterns deg - /j/ after a short vowel and eigh - long a. Please help your child study these words so 
they will be ready for their test on Thursday 10/6.  

Extra Notes 

 Make sure to complete a background check for the field trip on Monday, October 17 if needed. Thanks! 
 Please be looking through your child’s orange folder every weekend. You will find important information in there as well as 

their returned homework.  
 Scholastic books - if you would like to order books, please order them online. Here is the link to order online: https://

orders.scholastic.com/YFD4Z. Here is the link to the digital flyer for second grade: https://clubs.scholastic.com/grade2 

 Water bottles need to be brought everyday.  

 
3rd-4th Grade News 

Mrs. Michelle Most (832.212.9102) 
Reading - We are wrapping up our book,  Sarah Plain and Tall by Patricia MacLachlin.   Did she like the prairie and the Witting 
family? Or was the pull of the sea too much? Ask your child about if she stayed and why? 
 
Math - Both 3rd and 4th grades have begun chapter 2.  Third grade is working on addition and will be adding numbers into the 
thousands place with regrouping. Fourth grade will be working on addition and subtraction with regrouping, even beginning 
working with variables (beginning algebra!) 
 
Writing - We will be finishing our first descriptive writing of the year.  Come in and check them out! 
 
Science -Our new unit is all about engineering.  This week we are building a bridge and finding out how many cats (pennies) it 
can hold.  Each group is planning, building, testing, and improving their design to learn the engineering process. 
 
Soc. St. - Why is it important to know geography? How does it help you? These are some of the questions we have been look-
ing at and working on answering.  This week we are finishing the maps of “Our Town” that we created and will be making one of 
Washington. 
 
Extra Notes: 

 A.R.(Accelerated Reader)  goals for the quarter and the year were sent home last week.  Each child has their own individu-
al goal based on their score from the MAP testing.  Some increased their goals based on past experiences.  If you have 
any questions, please feel free to speak with me. 

 The Book-it program information was sent home with your child last week.  Please take the time to read through it with your 
child.  Participation is expected as reading is such an important part of your child’s education. Plus, they can earn AR 
points for the books they are reading too! 

 October book orders were sent home today.  Please feel free to order online or by sending in the order form with your 
child. Book orders are due by Wednesday, October 12. 

 We have a field trip scheduled for Wednesday, October 26th.  We will be going to the Spokane Symphony in the Martin 
Woldson Theater at The Fox.  If you’d be interested in driving, please let me know.  A copy of your current car insurance 
and a background check will need to be done beforehand.  

 
Have a blessed week in the Lord!  

 

5th-6th Grade News 
Mr. Glenn Metzger (734.788.4637) 

1 Peter 5:7 - Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. The first-month honeymoon is over at school, and maybe 
you or your kids are starting to feel a little stressed. This passage is a wonderful reminder that we can bring those worries to 
God in prayer, and leave them with him! 
 
In Religion class, we are studying passages about what it means to love God, and also beginning our study about the life of 
Jacob. 6th grade Math has started their chapter about division, and 5th grade Math is just wrapping up their chapter about mul-
tiplication. In Science, students are finishing their projects about the elements, and will be starting the brainstorming for writing 
their essay next week. In Social Studies, we are looking at early civilizations with a special focus on how they compare with 
what God says in the Bible. Finally, in English, we are continuing our study of the parts of sentences.  
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Outside of the academic classes, we have a field trip coming up toward the end of October, and another tentatively planned for 
November. If any adults are interested in participating in field trips, please make sure you have your background checks and 
appropriate forms filled out with the office. 

 

7th-8th Grade News 
Mr. Jacob Biebert (715.402.0094) 

What a fun time it was up at the school and church camp this last weekend. Some of the 7-8th grade girls found out that their 
teacher has good aim with cantaloupe. You could definitely tell that the kids were a little exhausted to start the week, but we 
definitely got into the swing of things by Wednesday. 

Here is next week’s memory work:  

Monday 10/10: Psalm 50:15, Galatians 3;26, 1 John 1:7b; Thursday 10/13: Hymn 390: 1,3,5,6; Friday 10/14: Isaiah 42:8, Isaiah 
59:2, Ephesians 1:7 

This week we started to watch a movie on the Reformation and Martin Luther’s push to return the church to the three solas: 
Sola Fide, Sola Gratia, and Sola Scriptura. Martin Luther realized that the Bible clearly shows that we can learn about saving 
faith in the scriptures alone. It is in God’s word that we realize salvation is a free gift and not something that is earned or de-
served.  During the Reformation the printing of political cartoons to sway people’s thinking became popular. I am having the 
students working on a cartoon of their own that tries to state a point for others to consider. 

It was lab city this week in science. The students observed how bacteria aide in the development of yogurt, and they also are 
observing what conditions bacteria need to reproduce. Lastly, bacteria aide in the nutrient levels of soil. The students are grow-
ing seeds in both nutrient rich and nutrient poor soil to see how bacteria help aide the growth of plants. We will definitely be 
taking our test on this unit either on or before the 18th. We will see how the next few days go as far as getting things accom-
plished in science. 

We are now a few chapters into math class and things are starting to get a bit harder than they were at the very beginning of 
the year. Please encourage your children to ask as many questions as they can if they need help. I am happy to offer extra help 
in the morning or evening, or anytime during school as I have the opportunity. Just encourage your children to come and talk 
with me if they need me to check over work or offer help in solving. Please also remember that your children can fix up any of 
their work that they would like to. 

God’s Blessings on your weekend! It is pizza and brisket for me for the next week as I go back to living the bachelor life. Kayla 
is taking the girls back to Wisconsin next week to visit with her sister who just had a healthy baby boy! Our God is truly amaz-
ing! 
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Love Increases as 
Faith Increases 

If you plant a small apple tree 
in your backyard it may take 
several years before it’s able 
to start producing apples. But 
as that apple tree grows it 
could one day produce more 
than 100 apples for you each 
year. Some mature apple 
trees in orchards have been 
known to produce upward of 
1,000 apples in a year! With 
the growth of an apple tree 
comes an increase in the 
amount of fruit it produces. 

We could view Christian faith 
as an apple tree. As faith 
grows in a person’s heart, 
there will naturally be an in-
crease of love flowing out of 
that heart. In the Bible, acts 
of love are often referred to 
as “fruits of faith.” As faith 
grows, love increases. 

Now the question could be 
asked, “how does a person 
grow in faith?” Growth in faith 
happens as a Christian 
comes into contact with Je-
sus in the Bible. A growing 
faith is an ever-deepening 
appreciation of Jesus and 
what he’s done for us. 

And what has Jesus done for 
us? He has loved us im-
mensely and undeservingly! 
He’s taken away our sins and 
given us new life, even eter-
nal life. A growing faith clings 
ever tighter in trust to what 
Christ has done. Ultimately, 
growing our faith isn’t some-
thing we do but something 

God does. 

And here’s where the in-
crease in love comes in. The 
more one basks in that love 
of Jesus, the more one wants 
to share that love with others. 
Serving and loving others be-
comes less of a duty and 
more of a delight for those 
who have experienced 
Christ’s love. Christians con-
sider it a privilege to imitate 
Christ in their service to oth-
ers. 

As an apple tree grows, its 
apple production increases. 
It’s a natural thing. As faith in 
Christ grows, the love a per-
son has for others also in-
creases. It’s a natural thing 
for the one rooted in Christ. 

Prayer: 
Lord, increase my faith. In-
crease my faith not only be-
cause it will be good for me, but 
also because it will be good for 
others as I share my acts of 
love fueled by faith. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Want more daily devotions?   

I get them here!   
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We ought always to thank God for 

you, brothers and sisters, and  
rightly so, because your faith is 

growing more and more, and the 
love all of you have for one another 

is increasing. 
 

2 Thessalonians 1:3  

https://wels.net/serving-you/devotions/daily-devotions/

