
 

 

School News 

  
Educate.                            

Equip.                                  

Encourage. 

The Timber Times 
November 17th, 2022 

 

you are missing a set of keys, or a pair (or 
two!) of glasses, please stop by the office 
to claim these.   
 

Parking Reminders 
Friendly reminder that even though the 
parking lot gets busy at drop off and pick 
up, please be mindful of the handicap 
parking spot and Hjort/Gilbert space—
these are designated spots and should 
only be used if you are handicapped (or if 
you are a member of the Gilbert/Hjort fami-
ly :) 

 
Junior Choir 

Junior choir rehearsal schedule: 
November 21 
November 28 
December 5  

 
Basketball  

Basketball is right around the corner. This 
year basketball is available for 5-8 graders. 
There will be an A team and B team. We 
had a meeting TODAY after school, so if 
you were unable to attend, please reach 
out to Miss Rosenbaum. The first practice 
will be on November 29 at the Spokane 
First Church of the Nazarene. Practices 
will be Tuesdays and Thursdays from 4:00
-5:15/5:30. 

 

Adult Basketball League 
We are looking to get an adult pick-up bas-

ketball league started this winter. We 

would start playing after Thanksgiving (1st 

time - November 29) on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays from 5:30-6:30 pm. If you would 

be interested in playing some pick-up bas-

ketball throughout the week at the Naza-

rene Church’s gym (9004 N Country 

Homes Blvd, Spokane, WA 99218), please 

let Miss Rosenbaum know. We would love 

to see you there! 

 

Mission Offering  
For second quarter, we are raising 
money to put together care packages 
of people who are currently de-
ployed.  If you know of anyone cur-
rently deployed, please email their 
information to Jacob at princi-
pal@stmatthewspokane.org  Thank 
you! 

 

Another Giving Opportunity 
I wanted to add this to the newsletter 
to put this on your radar, and after 
Thanksgiving I will have more specif-
ic instructions.  Leading up to Christ-
mas, we will be doing an advent food 
drive along with the church.  All food 
donated will go to 2nd Harvest!  Like I 
said, more details to follow after 
Thanksgiving:) 

 
 Thanksgiving Break 

I am honestly shocked that this has 
come so quickly, but NEXT WEEK is 
Thanksgiving!  Please enjoy your 
break—we will be off school 
Wednesday-Friday!  Praise God from 
whom all blessings flow! 

 
Apparel Store—Get Your 

Merch! 
Please check out our St. Matthew 
apparel store!  The deadline to order 
is next Tuesday at midnight!!!   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr. Boeder Decision 

Last week, Mr. Allen Caldwell-
Boeder returned the call to serve as 

our 3rd grade teacher.  We will continue 
to pray that God will lead another 
teacher to accept this call.  Our next 
call meeting is scheduled for Decem-
ber 4.   

 
Mr. Biebert Call 

Mr. Biebert has not yet made a deci-
sion about his call to serve as principal 
and 7-8 teacher.  Please continue to 
keep both schools in your prayers, and 
if you have any thoughts Jacob would 
love to speak with you.   

 
Christmas Service 

Thank you so much for all your hard 
work thus far on the Christmas pro-
gram memorizations!  We had our first 
combined school practice this past 
Tuesday, and I promise you the mes-
sage will bring you to tears!  I pray that 
each of these kiddos will remember the 
message of Christ’s birth and the fact 
that we can face this world with no fear 
because of what our good and gra-
cious God has done for us!  Please 
continue working on these verses, and 
remember the reason we work so hard 
on the Christmas service is to bring 
peace and joy to a world that so des-
perately needs comfort! 

 
Lost & Found 

Miss Taasaas has the following items 
that have been left at school: 

 Nike Jacket—Size 7 

 St. Matthew Hoodie—Youth XL 

 Shadle High School Sweatshirt—
Youth L 

Please claim these items by tomor-
row, November 18, or they will be 
donated.  Thank you! 
 

Other Missing Items? 
We also have a couple more valuable-
looking items in the school office.  If 
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Classroom News 

Preschool News 
Mrs. Donna Driesbach (509.638.5361) 

What a busy, but SO amazing week we have had in preschool!!  We still are talking about Thanksgiving!!  The centers have all 
remained the same, but we have changed our Listening Center book to "The Very Stuffed Turkey."  This turkey ate Thanksgiv-
ing dinner at ALL 5 of his friends' houses.   Turkey felt like he was a part of each of the families.  It was a WONDERFUL feeling 
for him, but he was a very stuffed turkey at the end of the day!!  Everyone is invited to HIS house next year for Thanksgiving!!   
 
We still have our Indian teepee set up in the Drama Center and our cranberries are still floating in water in our Sensory Cen-
ter.  There are pattern blocks in the Reading Center and Bingo dotters in the Art Center.  The kids are loving these centers!! 
 
This week, we are completing our Pilgrim and Indian costumes and all of our Thanksgiving Feast preparations. Our handprint 
turkeys are finished and you will find them hanging in our classroom.  We made our candy corn name tags and created our 
turkey table decorations.  On Wednesday, the four-year old classes baked some pumpkin bread for their feast next week.  We 
had SO much fun dumping, pouring and mixing the ingredients for the bread!!  We all were able to help!!  Can't wait to eat it at 
our Feast!!   
 
We celebrated Brown Day on Wednesday and we will celebrate it on Friday, also.  We get to all wear something brown and 
then play Hide 'n' Seek with brown triangles in the classroom!!  Color days are SO much fun!! 
 
We will be celebrating our preschool Thanksgiving by having our own Feast next week.  The 3-year olds have their Feast on 
Monday and the 4-year olds have theirs on Tuesday.  The children get to make Stone Soup, bake pumpkin bread and/or corn-
bread and make pumpkin pudding.  They get to  dress up as a Pilgrim or an Indian and celebrate Thanksgiving together!!  A 
definite Kodak moment!!  What a beautiful and memorable day!!  Thank you, in advance, to all of you parents and grandparents 
for your help!! You are SO amazing!! 
 
We, also, have been practicing the songs and bible verses for our Christmas program every day.  PLEASE continue to practice 
these at home with your child, too.  Now that we have the preschool-only bible verses and preschool song down pat, we are 
moving onto the group bible verses and songs.   
 
Please work on the song, "God Loves Me Dearly" vs. 2 and 4.  And please work on Isaiah 7:14  "Therefore the LORD himself 
will give you a sign:  the virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel."  We will continue to work on 
these during classroom time, but your help at home would surely be appreciated!!  Please follow the hand motions as written 
out in your program guide. 
 
Our focus next week is on the letter "Jj".  Four year old classes, please bring something from home for show 'n' tell that begins 
with the letter "Jj".  
 
We are going to concentrate our bible verse memory work on the Christmas program.  Let's work on Isaiah 7:14 this week. 
 
Thank you for all your help at home. You are SO appreciated!!  Have a fantastic weekend!!  See you next week!! 

 
Kindergarten News 

Miss Rachel Taasaas (360.271.5201) 
Nightly Homework: 

 Read for 20 minutes.  Don’t forget to fill out the November Book it calendar.   

 Review Christmas Memory Work. 

 Growth Mindset Affirmation of the Week: I have grit.     

 Math-We are working on reading and writing number words.   

 New Sight words: the, is 

 Review sight words: all color words 
 
Memory Work:  
Please check the Christmas Memory Work sheet to keep up to date on the verses.  Thank you for your hard work, the 
kids are doing great! 
 
Christmas Party- I will be sending home information on Friday about our Christmas Gift Exchange.   

 
1st Grade News 

Mrs. Kelly West (509.362.4916) 
Dear First Grade Parents, 
The students have been enjoying learning about their five senses in Science class, especially the smelling and tasting activities! 
We've been working on our Christmas program already; the children have been doing a great job so far.  
The students are really coming along with their reading. On Mondays I will send home Lightning Words. Please have your child 
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read all the words on the page once per day Monday through Thursday and time them. They like to see how much faster they 
get after a few days! If the words are too hard, please talk to me. I can send home other lists or your child can just work on 
reading a line or two. Please return the Lightning Words on Fridays.  
On Fridays I will send home their reading textbooks and your child will read the two stories we read in class that week to you. If 
your child struggles with a word, feel free to say it slowly. If the stories are too hard for them, please let me know. I can send 
home other stories at their level.  
Thank you so much for helping your child learn to read! 
If you are able to buy some disposable forks and spoons for our classroom, we would really appreciate it! We are running out. 
Thanks so much! 

 

2nd Grade News 
Miss Erika Rosenbaum (269.326.5437) 

Christlight/Memory Work 

 11/22 - “Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid. The Lord, the Lord himself, is my strength and my de-
fense; he has become my salvation.” Isaiah 12 verse 2 

 11/29 - “God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them…There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives 
out fear.” First John 4 verses 16 and 18. 

 12/3 - “Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in 
the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests’” Luke 2 verse 13 and 14 

 Please read the Bible stories from this week (Moses Leaves Egypt; God Calls Moses) with your child during the weekend 
and sign the yellow sheet in the orange folder. 

Homework 

 Read 20 minutes a day. Make sure to be adding your minutes to your November Book-It Calendar. I encourage you to also 
take AR tests once your child finishes a book. 

 Continue to work through the extra math program.  
 We will be taking a break from spelling until Christmas break so that we can focus on memorizing and working through our 

Christmas program materials.  
Extra Notes 

 Water bottles and jackets need to be brought everyday.  
 Make sure to be working on Christmas program recitations as it will help us to save some time in the classroom. Thank 

you! 
 Life skill #2 will take place on November 21. We will be learning how to set the table the right way. This is a great skill for 

your child to put into action at home too! Ask your child to set the table after our life skill takes place next week. 
 Free Pass Activity - The first quarter free pass activity will happen on November 22. The kids will be watching a movie in 

the afternoon while enjoying some popcorn.  
 Christmas Party - There will be a sign-up in our classroom for our Christmas party on December 16. Please take the time 

to come in and sign up for something you can bring. We will do a craft, decorate sugar cookies, play a few games, and 
have a gift exchange. Please purchase a $5 gift with your child for a boy if your child is a boy or for a girl if your child is a 
girl. Wrap your gift and write boy or girl on it. Thank you in advance!  

 

3rd-4th Grade News 
Mrs. Michelle Most (832.212.9102) 

Reading -  The third graders are reading Stone Fox and the fourth graders are reading The Mouse and the Motorcycle. They 
are working on identifying setting, point of view, predicting, vocabulary, and how to distinguish between thin and thick ques-
tions. 
 
Science -Forces and Interactions is our next unit of study. What objects are attracted to magnets and why? We will be explor-
ing many activities to discover the answer. 
 
Soc. St. - The regions of the United States are the next units of study. We are taking a look at the northeast with many different 
activities.  We will be having a quiz on the 10 states and their capitals next Tuesday. 
 
Math - Chapter 4 for both third and fourth grades is learning about multiplication.  I have switched everyone over to multiplica-
tion on Xtramath to help them gain their multiplication facts faster and we’ve been playing games and practicing them in class 
also. 
 
Extra Notes: 

 If any corrected work comes home and your child didn’t do as well as they would have hoped, they are welcome to make 
corrections and hand it back in for partial credit. The best they can do is B+ on corrected work if all is corrected 
well.  Please have your child write “corrected work” at the top and hand it back in in a timely fashion. 

 We have begun working on our recitations and music for the Children’s Christmas service.  I have sent home the memory 
work that will be on December 1, 2, and 6.  Information will be coming home with our rehearsal schedule as some days we 
will be practicing at the Nazarene church on North Country Homes. 

 If you have a plastic pants hanger (like you get from the dept. store) at home, please send it to school with your child.  We 
can use it to hang our mittens/gloves from to help them dry between recesses. 

 

Page 3 MIGHTY TIMBERS 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Have a blessed week in the Lord!  
 

5th-6th Grade News 
Mr. Glenn Metzger (734.788.4637) 

"Make his deeds known among the peoples; 
See that they remember that his name is exalted. 
Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, 
And this is known in all the world." 

 
This verse from one of our Christmas songs is a wonderful reminder for us about sharing the good news of our salvation with 
others, which is why we are putting so much work into memorizing all these songs and recitations. There will be no memory 
work due next week because of the shortened week, so students will have two weeks to work on their final week of memory 
work for the Christmas service. 

 
In other classes, 5th grade Math is completing their test from chapter 3 today, while 6th grade Math has been working on alge-
braic expressions. In Science, students have been learning about chemical reactions, involving hands-on examples all the way 
from goop to fire! In Social Studies, we are wrapping up our investigation about Hammurabi's Code, and will be getting ready to 
start our opinion essay about whether students would want to live under that code. That essay will be worked on during English 
class, having wrapped up a study of nouns this week. Finally, in Christ Light, we have reached the end of Genesis and will be 
starting our study of the life of Moses soon. 

 
My plans for our next field trip did not come together the way I was hoping, so I'm going to push it out a bit farther. I still would 
like to schedule something before Christmas break, but will hold off on more details until plans are more solid. 
 
Thank you to everyone who came for parent-teacher conferences. I felt they were positive and productive. Please don't hesitate 
to continue to reach out throughout the school year with questions or concerns. 

 

7th-8th Grade News 
Mr. Jacob Biebert (715.402.0094) 

While it may have been frigid outside, the classroom has been heating up with learning, knowledge, and all the things aka we 
have been busy. It does feel good to have checked off the Veterans Day from our list of responsibilities, but now the struggle is 
finding the extra time to balance our regular studies with our practice for the Christmas program. However, it is a good problem 
to have, because what a cool opportunity for us to publicly proclaim the birth of our Savior! 

Here is next week’s memory work:  

Monday 12/21: Christmas Narrations/Review of past narrations 

Our studies of the Mongols has continued this week. We have looked at aspects of the Mongols lifestyle and their religious be-
liefs. The students were asked to pick a strategy for understanding along with the Mongol lifestyle, and they are simplifying the 
story of the Mongol religion and its changing over time to the level of a small child. Along with their religious research they are 
picking a religious question about the Mongols to research further.    

We have moved on to learning what classifies an animal-like protist. Students are creating a realistic model of a paramecium 
which is one type of animal-like protist. Soon we will be observing living animal-like protists and see their heterotrophic ways in 
action as they devour some algae under the microscope. 

Don’t forget that the deadline for ordering St. Matthew merch is coming soon.  

Have you decorated for Christmas yet? Waiting till after Thanksgiving? I am hoping to start decorating the outside of our house 

soon, but I don’t know if I can bring myself to do it before Thanksgiving. God’s Blessings on your week! 
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The Sun Will Rise 

The sun is low in the skies, 
and I am missing the sun-
shine of summer. There is 
something refreshing and 
revitalizing about the sun. 
Even on these shorter 
days I do my best to go out 
and enjoy the light and feel 
it warm on me. The nights 
may be cold and long this 
time of year, but we know 
that every day the sun will 
rise. 

As Christians, we have this 
sure hope that the sun is 
coming up as dark as to-
day might be. We know 
that tomorrow will always 
be better. God will bring an 
end to the night, and the 
sun will rise. 

Maybe the sun is about to 
rise, and the difficult things 
you are going through will 
soon be over. God will pro-
vide the healing and hope 
that you have so needed. 
The darkness will soon be 
replaced by rays of light. 

Maybe morning is a long 
way off and the darkness 
will remain for a while long-
er. Even then, it is certain 
the sun will rise, and God 
will provide healing. Even if 
it is not in this life but the 
life to come, the sun will 
still rise. We may have to 
wait a little longer, but the 
outcome is still certain. 

It is certain, because it has 
been promised by the God 
who cannot lie. It is certain, 
because Jesus has done 
everything necessary to 
earn us a place in the per-
fect world to come. What-
ever darkness you might 
be facing today, let this 
certainty be your comfort. 

Prayer: 
Gracious God, help me to 
wait with perfect hope and 
confidence on your heal-
ing. Remind me that the 
night is ending, and a new 
day will rise with healing. 
Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Want more daily devotions?   

I get them here!   
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But for you who revere my name, 
the sun of righteousness will rise 

with healing in its rays. 
 

Malachi 4:2  

https://wels.net/serving-you/devotions/daily-devotions/

