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Upcoming Dates 
November 

18 Basketball Informational Meeting 

3:45pm — Miss Rosenbaum’s Room 

24 Junior Choir 3:45-4:30pm — Mrs. 

Most’s Room 

25 Wet Pet Food Drive Ends! 

26-28  NO SCHOOL — Thanksgiving 

Break! 

27 Thanksgiving Worship 9am — Potluck 

to Follow 11:30am 

December 

1-5  Children’s Winter Clothing Swap 

1-5  Haxton Freezer Meal Drop-off 

1 Junior Choir 3:45-4:30pm — Mrs. 

Most’s Room 

2 Basketball/Cheer Practice 4-5:30pm 

— Naz Gym  

2 Adult Basketball 5:30pm — Naz Gym 

3 1:30pm — Naz Gym Christmas Prac-

tice 

3 Advent Worship 3:45pm — DC Fund-

raiser Meal to Follow 

3 Watch “The Chosen” @ the 

Driesbach’s — 5pm 

4 Basketball/Cheer Practice 4-5:30pm 

— Madison Elementary 

4 Adult Basketball 5:30pm — Madison 

Elementary 

5 8:30am — Naz Gym Christmas Prac-

tice 

5 DC Hot Lunch — Nachos 

8 Junior Choir 3:45-4:30pm — Mrs. 

Most’s Room 

9 8:30am — Naz Gym Christmas Prac-

tice 

9 NO Cheer or Basketball Practices 

10 Advent Worship 3:45pm — DC Fund-

raiser Meal to Follow 

10 Watch “The Chosen” @ the 

Driesbach’s — 5pm 

11 Basketball/Cheer Practice 4-5:30pm 

— Madison Elementary 

11 Adult Basketball 5:30pm — Madison 

Elementary 

12 1:30pm — Naz Gym Christmas Prac-

tice 

12 Children’s Christmas Program 5:30pm 

13 Pokemon Christmas Party 

Chapel Offering 
Last week at chapel we gave $80.26 
in offerings, so our new total is 
$714.23, or 102 plates.  We are chip-
ping away pretty steadily at our goal of 
125 plates! 
 
We have until next Tuesday am to 
drop off your wet pet food!  Pick up 
some Fancy Feast on your next trip to 
Costco!  

 
Haxton Meal Train — PIVOT! 

You have probably heard the update 
that the Haxton’s are over in Seattle 
with sweet baby Aria.  So, instead of 
continuing on in the meal train, we are 
hoping to gift the Haxton’s with a large 
amount of freezer meals for their re-
turn home!  If you would like to sign up 
for a freezer meal, please RSVP here, 
and bring your freezer meal into 
school the week of December 1-5.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Haxton GoFundMe 
If you are able, another way to support 
the Haxton’s is to make a donation 
here.  Thank you for your prayers, 
financial support, meals, etc.  What a 
blessing it is to go through challenges 
in life with other loved ones to support 
and care for  each other! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children’s Winter Clothing 
Swap 

The week after Thanksgiving we plan 
to have a free clothing swap in the 
church basement!  Clear some space 
in your child’s closet by sorting 
through items (especially winter 
things) that may be too small, and 
peruse the tables for clothes and win-

 

Birthdays This Week 

19 Laine Billiau 

19 Mrs. Roberg 

22 Charlotte Pelkey 

 

God Bless you on your birthday 
and the whole year through! 

ter items that will be better suited for 
your kids this winter season!  Bring in 
gently used items December 1st (or 
really anytime that week).  We will do-
nate any unclaimed items the following 
weekend (December 6th).  Please 
reach out to Kayla Biebert (715)402-
0114 with any questions. 

 
Junior Choir 

Junior choir will meet on Monday, No-
vember 24, from 3:45 to 4:30 in the 4th
-grade classroom. Can’t wait to work 
on some Christmas music!!! 

 
Basketball  

An informational meeting takes place 
today in Miss Rosenbaum’s room. The 
first practice will be December 2 at the 
Spokane First Church of the Nazarene 
from 4:00-5:30. 
  

Cheer 
The meeting took place on Tuesday 
this week. Thank you to everyone who 
was able to attend. If you were unable 
to attend, please get in touch with Miss 
Rosenbaum. The first practice will be 
on December 2 at the Nazarene 
Church from 4:00-5:30. 

 
“Chosen” Viewing Party  

Continues! 
After Thanksgiving Break, we plan to 
continue meeting Wednesday eve-
nings to watch “The Chosen!”  The 
weeks between Thanksgiving and 
Christmas (12/3, 12/10, 12/17) we plan 
to gather shortly after Advent worship 
and the DC meal, so around 5pm, at 
the Driesbach house!  Please join us! 
 

Thanksgiving Potluck 
If you’re looking for a low-key way to 
celebrate Thanksgiving, please consid-
er joining us at St. Matthew for 9am 
worship with a Thanksgiving potluck to 
follow church at 11:30.  Please bring a 
side dish to pass.  To RSVP, contact 
Pastor West (509)217-9617. 

 
Adult Basketball 

Are you interested in playing some pick
-up basketball scrimmages with other 
adults? You are invited to join us Tues-
days and Thursdays (5:30-6:30ish). 
The first day will be December 2 at the 
Spokane First Church of the Nazarene. 
Thursdays will take place at Madison 
Elementary. Invite your friends too!  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4DAAAE22AAFCC34-60654839-haxton
https://www.gofundme.com/f/support-for-baby-arias-heart-transplant-journey?attribution_id=sl:aa9415f6-f788-459e-9dc2-9336d132da20&lang=en_US&ts=1763568947&utm_campaign=fp_sharesheet&utm_content=amp17_te&utm_medium=customer&utm_source=facebook
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Merch Store 
In case you need an easily accessible 
link, here it is (with a QR code too)!  
Merch is available for sale all year long 
on our website, but here’s your early 
reminder that Christmas will be here 
sooner than you think!   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr. Biebert’s Call 
Mr. Biebert received a call this week to 
serve as principal and teacher in Plym-
outh, NE.  Please keep him in your pray-
ers during this time of deliberation.  If 
you have any questions or would like to 
speak to Mr. 
Biebert, he would 
love to hear your 
thoughts.   
 
For those of you 
unsure about the 
call process, I 
thought this was a 
good explanation.   

 

Please reach out to Miss Rosenbaum if 
you are interested so that she can com-
municate weekly about the schedule for 
adult basketball. 

 
Christmas Event  

Kiersten Emerson is hosting a Christmas 
event for kids — if you’d like some infor-
mation please reach out to her!  (509)
464-9960 

 
Tiny Timber 

He’s STILL in hiding... 

 
Christmas Practices @ The 

Naz 
Please make sure to fill out the green 
sheet and indicate whether you can drive 
for these practices by tomorrow.  Thank 
you for your help in planning these prac-
tices!   

 
Advent Worship 

After Thanksgiving we are starting ad-
vent worship!  These services help us 
focus on Christ during the busy season 
leading up to Christmas.  Services are 
held on 12/3, 12/10, and 12/17 at 
3:45pm, with a meal provided by the DC 
kids to follow the service.  Please join us 
for worship after school on those days!   

DC Hot Lunch 
The next DC hot lunch is nachos on De-
cember 5th.  Please return the form and 
$$ if you plan to eat this lunch by De-
cember 3rd! 

 
Snow Tubing Event 

We have arranged a fun tubing event on 
January 19th at Riverview Bible Camp!  
Save the date — this event will cost $30/
person. 
 

Shovel Volunteers 
Winter is upon us! Does anyone have 
any interest in volunteering to shovel the 
sidewalks on those snowy days?  Con-
tact Mark Gaulke (715)389-9808. 
 

Operation Christmas Child 
Your family can spread joy this season 
by joining us in Operation Christmas 
Child, a ministry that delivers gift-filled 
shoeboxes and God’s love to children in 
need around the world.  Please reach 
out to Lara (509)981-3235 if you would 
like to fill up a Christmas box!  Return 
deadline is this Sunday. 

https://sideline.bsnsports.com/schools/washington/spokane/st.-matthew-lutheran-school?ct=YTo1OntzOjY6InNvdXJjZSI7YToyOntpOjA7czo1OiJlbWFpbCI7aToxO2k6MjIwO31zOjU6ImVtYWlsIjtpOjIyMDtzOjQ6InN0YXQiO3M6MjI6IjY2ZmQ2OGQyNzliNWE5NTQyNzk2MzkiO3M6NDoibGVhZCI7czo1OiI
https://wels.net/faq/wels-call-process/


Classroom News 

Preschool News 
Mrs. Donna Driesbach (509.638.5361) 

WHAT????  Another week of Thanksgiving??  YUP!!!  We sure are enjoying this Thanksgiving theme by celebrating with crafts 
and activities all week long!!  We had an amazing time making our Turkey Table Decorations, finishing our Turkey Handprints, 
creating a Mayflower craft and even watercoloring a teepee!!  The highlight of the entire week, though, is our Brown Day cele-
bration today and tomorrow!!!  Of course, we all wore brown and/or brought something brown to school - but, we also had fun 
playing hide 'n' seek with Brown triangles - even in the dark!!  We sure LOVE our FUN color days!!   
 
Our Listening Center now has the book, "Over the River - A Turkey's Tale".  This is a fun book about a turkey that is going to 
grandma's house for Thanksgiving.  We have, once again, watercolors in our Art Center.  The children are able to paint beauti-
ful Thanksgiving pictures to take home!!  What a great Thanksgiving celebration in preschool!!  And, of course, we still have our 
floating cranberries in water for the children to scoop and dump!!  Still so much fun!! 
 
Come join us next Monday and Tuesday for our Thanksgiving Feasts.  The children are creating the entire meal!!  We will be 
serving Stone Soup, Cornbread, Pumpkin Bread and finishing off our feast with Pumpkin Pudding!!  There will be plenty for 
moms, dads, siblings and grandparents!!  Of course, this will be another Kodak moment - your child gets to dress up as a Pil-
grim or an Indian for this special Feast!!  Priceless Day!!  Join us at 10:30 am and 2:30 pm each day!!   
 
Please continue working with your child on the recitations for our Christmas program and the songs, also.  The words to our 
songs have been sent home.  The children are working extremely hard on them in school, too!!  You all have received an email/
text with the melody for our songs.  Please play these for your children often so they can get used to hearing the songs and 
learn the hand motions.  Thank you for all of your help!!  Boy, I sure need it!!  Our Christmas program is just around the corner!! 
 
NEXT WEEK'S INFORMATION: 
*  Christ Light BIble Story:  "God Speaks to Samuel" 
*  Bible Memory Verse:  Colossians 3:20  "Children, obey your parents." 
*  Theme:  Thanksgiving 
*  Letter of the Week:  Review Letters "F, G, H, I, J" 
*  Snack Person:  NOBODY!!!  We have our Thanksgiving Feast on Monday and Tuesday!! 
*  Upcoming Events:  Nov. 24, 25  Thanksgiving Feast 
                                     Nov. 26, 27, 28  NO SCHOOL 
                                     Dec. 3  2:00pm Christmas Practice at the Nazarene church - leave St. Matt's at 1:30pm - pickup 3:30pm 
                                     Dec. 5  8:30 -10:00 am Christmas Practice at the Nazarene church - transport back to St. Matt's 
                                     Dec. 9  8:30 -10:00 am Christmas Practice at the Nazarene church - transport back to St. Matt's 
                                     Dec. 12  2:00pm Christmas Practice at Nazarene church - leave St. Matt's at 1:30pm - pickup 3:30pm 
                                     Dec. 12  5:30 pm  Children's Christmas Service - Nazarene church 
                                     Dec. 18, 19  Preschool Christmas Parties 
 
Have a most blessed weekend with your family!!  See you next week!! 

 

Kindergarten News 
Miss Rachel Taasaas (360.271.5201) 

Growth Mindset of the Week: I am not afraid of tricky tasks! Repeat from last week since it was a short week.   
 
Word of the Week: aware 
 
Baby wipes- If anyone is going to Costco anytime soon we would love some more baby wipes.  This brand works the best be-
cause they are big, durable and are fragrance free.   
 
Christmas memory work-I was looking at our most recent memory work sheet and I listed a poem that the kids already know.  
The new memory work for December 4 is: 
 
My Jesus is the Christmas Lamb 
Who lived and died for me 
He came to earth a precious gift 
To set his people free 
 
What better gift could I have found; 
This joyous Christmastime. 
I’ll shout it from the mountain tops: 
“The Christmas Lamb is mine!” 
 
Christmas Party: A note will go home on Monday about our party.  I will also have a sign up sheet on the classroom door for 
donations for the party.   
 
 Nightly homework:  

 Read with your child for 20 minutes.  Record the minutes on the November Book it calendar.  The November calendar will 
be due by December 2. 
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 Practice Christmas memory work 
 

1st Grade News 
Miss Emma Mindock (920.515.0458) 

News for next week: We have almost made it to Thanksgiving break! Monday and Tuesday we have school at the nor-
mal times, and your first grader can look forward to talks of thankfulness, the history of Thanksgiving, and Turkey themed read-
ing, writing, math, etc.! I pray that God will bless your travels and celebrations this Thanksgiving. I am so thankful to be your 
child's teacher, and even more thankful to have gotten to know all of you! :) 
 
Christlight: We discussed the Beatitudes, Jesus' most famous sermon on the mount. We talked about God's commands for us 
concerning love and care. Our God is full of love and mercy, and he cares for you in so many ways. We will continue with 
Christmas memory work until December 12- keep practicing nightly!  
 
Math: We will take our Chapter 3 Test on Friday. Your first grader is growing in their understanding of taking away and subtrac-
tion, as well as strategies to check for accuracy. New chapter incoming after break! 
 
Writing Workshop: We learned about the parts of a paragraph this week! We used an upside down traffic light to guide us: 
green means GO! (topic sentence), yellow means SLOW (details and explanation), red means STOP! (closing sentence). We 
are working on writing 3-5 complete sentences. :) 
 
ELA (English Language Arts): We worked on r-blends like cr-, gr-, br-, tr-, and pr-. We are growing in our fluency and decod-
ing skills more and more each day.  
 
Science: n/a 
 
Social Studies: n/a 
 
Homework next week: 

 Memory Work: n/a, keep practicing Christmas memory work! 

 Spelling Words: n/a 

 Life Skill: n/a 

 Read with your child for 20 minutes 

 Xtramath 2-3x a week 
 

2nd Grade News 
Miss Erika Rosenbaum (269.326.5437) 

News & Notes 

 Our next life skill will be baking a dessert in a mug on December 5. Please start looking for a larger mug that can go in the 
microwave as your child will need to provide one for this life skill! The larger the mug the better. Feel free to bring it in 
whenever you have it and we can store it in the classroom until December 5. Thank you! 

 Be on the lookout for a sign up for our Christmas party on December 19. I am hoping to have it up after the Thanksgiving 
break. Please sign up if you are able. We will also be doing a small gift exchange and a separate note will be coming home 
about that in the near future.  

 We could use some more expo markers for our classroom stash. It doesn’t matter the color or size. If you would like to 
donate some to our room, we would greatly appreciate it! 

 Make sure to return the Nazarene practice green driving sheet as well as the hot lunch forms as soon as possible. Thank 
you! 

Learning Focus 

 Christlight - we learned the stories “The Woman in Simon’s House” and “Jesus Feeds the 5,000”. 

 Math - we finished our chapter on adding two digit numbers with and without regrouping. We started our subtraction chap-
ter. This week, we learned about subtracting two digit numbers as well as mental math subtraction.  

 Handwriting - the class worked on the letters Bb, Pp, and Rr. They practiced writing these letters in isolation as well as 
writing the same letters found in words. 

 Social Studies - we are still taking a break from social studies. Once we finish our science unit at Thanksgiving, we will dive 
back into the next unit in social studies.  

 Science -.we talked about how animals and plants have to adapt in water habitats. Then we started to work on our water 
habitat plates. The kids get to choose between oceans or wetlands. 

 Reading - we got new activities this week for our stations. Some of those activities include new vocabulary words; ew and 
oi diphthongs; writing a story with plot, characters, and setting; types of nouns; irregular plurals; suffixes; long i words and 
so much more. We have a few different stories being read in our classroom: Nate the Great, Ah Music!, and Miss Jill’s Ice 
Cream Shop. On Friday, we will be talking about idioms. We will continue that discussion next week as well.  

 Writing - we talked about nouns - common, proper, singular and plural.  
Homework 

 Read 20 minutes a day. Add the minutes to the November book it calendar. 

 Spelling - We will be working on spelling words in our reading rotations. 
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 Memory Work 

 We are going to be working on Christmas program recitations from now until the program. Disregard any passag-
es in the pink booklet. 

 

3rd Grade News 
Miss Avery Broyles (208.995.3465) 

Christlight/Memory Work 

 11/25 - Christmas recitations & First Petition of the Lord’s Prayer 
 12/2 - Christmas recitations 
 12/4 - Christmas recitations & Psalm 145:15-16 
 12/5 - Christmas recitations & Isaiah 41:10a 
 Please read these bible stories with your child (Jesus and the Centurion & Jesus and the Canaanite Woman) 
Homework 

 Read 20 minutes a day 
 Work on spelling words 
 Xtramath practice  
 Add minutes to the November calendar  
 Practice Christmas recitations  
What are we learning? 

 In math we have finished multiplication, and are now moving onto division. We will have no math next Tuesday due to 
Christmas practice in the church.  

 In social studies we will be talking about Pilgrims since Thanksgiving is coming up.  

 We finished Stone Fox in reading, and will now start our reader’s theater.  

 In science we have been talking about animals and their survival skills.  

 We are working on putting together lowercase cursive letters in handwriting. We are almost ready to start upper case let-
ters.  

Extra Notes  

 There will be no spelling next week, but will continue when we get back from Thanksgiving break.  
 Please keep an eye out for more information about our sock exchange for our Christmas party.  
  
 There will also be a sign up sheet for our party in the classroom after break, if you are interested in bringing something.  
 November calendars will be due after we come back from break, thank you! 
 
May the Lord bless your Thanksgiving! 

 

4th Grade News 
Mrs. Michelle Most (832.212.9102) 

Noteworthy Information 

 Christmas recitations were sent home last week for the Christmas Service on Friday, December 12, at 5:30 PM. I have the 
recitations broken up into 4 different days for them to be memorized.  We will also be memorizing them in class. 

 
Learning Focus 
Word of God - This week’s focus has been on “through the gift of faith, believers trust Jesus,” as explored in the lessons 
“Jesus and the Centurion” and “Jesus and the Canaanite Woman."  
Math - Chapter 4 -  Multiplying by one and two digits. Please look through your child’s papers.  Many are struggling with their 
multiplication facts, so when the regrouping digit is added, the math doesn’t calculate correctly. 
Our Geometry lesson for the week is about triangles. 
Social Studies - We just finished exploring all about Lewis and Clark, and their expedition to the Pacific Ocean.  They learned 
many fun facts about their journey.  
Science - Chapter 19 is all about the effects of technology on our lives and how tech communication has changed. They had 
fun learning about rockets and satellite signals.  The test over Chapter 19 will be tomorrow. 
Reading - We have begun a classic, Little House on the Prairie by Laura Ingalls Wilder.  It is not only a great read, but it also 
correlates with our learning about travelling west in Social Studies. 
English/Writing - We are wrapping up our work on our Fictional Narratives.  I am looking over their rough drafts to help them in 
the editing and revising process, and then they will be writing their perfect final drafts. 
Spelling - Spelling List 8 test is tomorrow.  I will send home List 9 next week on Tuesday. 
Life Skills: Our new life skills for the next couple of weeks (until Nov 30) will be to help write a grocery list and to help with meal 
prep.  They are very excited to help with Thanksgiving coming up, and I feel that is so wonderful of them.  Many like to help in 
the kitchen. Maybe we have some budding chefs??? 

Have a blessed week in the Lord! 
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5th-6th Grade News 
Mr. Jacob Biebert (715.402.0094) 
Mrs. Sue Zabel (941.201.7897) 

From Mrs. Zabel:  We started our next writing project. It's a descriptive paragraph about an outside scene.  History's promised 

test on chapter five may be on Friday, but more likely will happen next week. Science is working on the layers of rock inside 

Earth and will soon move to the fun of the tectonic plates and what they do. 

 
From Mr. Biebert: This week was totally yum yums………just trying out some new zingers.(See below if you have no idea what 
I am talking about……yum yums means totally awesome in such a way that you just want to eat it up/zingers means fun words) 

Here is next week’s memory work schedule. I have also handed the students their sheets for this memory work: 

Monday 11/24: John 8:47 for those without a narration/Narration for those that do; Tuesday 11/25: This Lamb was taken to a 
cross………….What better gift could I have found;  

Both classes recently took a math test and are onto bigger and better things. Math 6 has been looking at solving operations 
involving integers. Math 5 has been looking at number theory and will be getting into fraction work as well.  

Frindle has continued to be a book that has generated a ton of great discussion. Our discussion has led us to talk about wheth-
er it is a good or bad thing that people are really the ones who can create words or change the meaning of words. This gives us 
all a lot of authority, but it also gives us a lot of responsibility to make sure that we are using this authority properly within our 
Christian faith. One discussion that came up, is what about words that God is the definer of? What about words such as “boy”, 
or “girl”? Should these be examples of words that we feel the authority to change if we want? The world would tell us know, but 
God would tell us no. Your kids will be creating a word for a poster that is due next week Tuesday. They will create a word, put 
a picture or a physical object that describes the word on the poster, and finally give a brief description of the word. I can’t wait to 
find out what the kids come up with. 

This is our last teacher portion of our newsletter before Thanksgiving. I don’t know about you, but there has been lots of hurt 

and tragedy within the last year or so regarding people that I care about. Human reason may tell us that we have nothing to be 

thankful for, but remember that God is continuing to reign on his heavenly throne in grace and mercy. There is nothing that hap-

pens on this earth that God doesn’t see, allow, and work for the good of his children. Our human reason can never understand 

the workings of an almighty, ever present, and all-knowing God. How can we? There is nothing in this earth that we can use to 

prepare or relate to the truly incredible nature of our God. The beautiful thing is that we can look to Jesus and see God, be-

cause Jesus is God. Jesus took on human flesh, and so what an amazing thing that the God of the universe knows exactly 

what sadness and suffering is like for humanity…..he experienced it. Through tragedy and sadness we still have so much to be 

thankful for. Thankful that despite earthly sadness, God has a place of perfection waiting for us in heaven. So, in the meantime, 

we can spend our earthly lives thanking God by the way we live. As Papa Biebert would say, Thanksgiving means Thanksliving! 

I hope all of you have a wonderful thanksgiving rejoicing in all that we have been gifted by our Savior. 

  

7th-8th Grade News 
Mr. David Zabel (941.201.7896) 

News and Notes from the 7th and 8th grade Classroom for the week of Nov 17-21 

This week the students looked at the topic “I May Have to Suffer for God.” What does that mean? When a person confesses 
their faith to others, there are some that will disagree with what is said and will lash out at them. God wants his children to know 
that they must continue to do what is right and to share the hope they have in Christ because he will continue to bless them 
even in times of trouble. Memory work this week was a song from the Christmas service. 

The seventh-grade math class finished chapter four and took a test early in the week. They began a new chapter on Rational 
Numbers: Fractions. They worked with Prime Factorizations, Greatest Common Factors and Least Common Multiples. 

The 8.1 math class learned to solve one-step subtraction inequalities, multiplication inequalities, and division inequalities. They 
also learned to solve two-step inequalities. 

The 8.2 math class worked with bar graph applications, histograms, and multiple line graphs. They also learned how to choose 
the appropriate graph for the data presented to them. 

In the Washington History the class read how WWI affected the state and how the state prospered after the war. They also re-
viewed the chapter and took a test this week.  

In Language class, the students learned how to use dashes, parentheses and ellipses in sentences. They also took a test on 
the different punctuation they have learned. 

In Literature the students read that the plans that the Giver and Jonas made changed quite rapidly because of Fathers an-
nouncement. Jonas still left the community, but he also took the child Gabe with him. 

In Science class the students have read about the urinary system. They will also draw the epidermis and label its parts. 

Have a great weekend in the Lord, 

Mr. Zabel 
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Relief 
 
 

Relief is big business. 
Walk up and down the 
aisles of your local phar-
macy and read the labels. 
Relief from back pain. Re-
lief from knee pain. Cold 
and flu relief. Relief from a 
toothache. Itch relief. Pso-
riasis relief. Earache relief. 
Headache relief. Sunburn 
relief. Foot pain relief. Re-
lief from overworked mus-
cles. All these types of re-
lief are wonderful blessings 
from a gracious God. 

But in our Bible reading 
today, the apostle Paul 
speaks to us about a kind 
of relief that’s on an entire-
ly different plane. It is the 
relief that the Lord promis-
es to give to us on the Last 
Day, the day of judgment. 
As our Savior-God watch-
es over us, he never for-
gets that every moment of 
every day you, and I are 
laboring under the weight 
of living in a sinful, fallen 
creation. Day by day, we 
do battle. We battle Sa-
tan—both his temptations 
and his accusations. We 
battle temptations and dis-
tractions from the world. 
And we do battle with our 
own sinful selves. 

All this he sees. All this he 
understands. And to en-
courage us to keep fighting 
the good fight of the faith, 
he promises to bring us 

sweet relief on the Last 
Day—a relief from all the 
troubles of this world, a re-
lief beyond description. 

Author J.R. Tolkien was a 
Christian, and he once re-
marked that there are 
Christian themes in his 
great work, The Lord of the 
Rings. In a closing scene 
to the 2003 film based on 
Tolkien’s book, we see two 
individuals. The first is Fro-
do, a person who has just 
finished an exhausting, 
perilous journey to help de-
feat a great evil. As Frodo 
awakens from a long, deep 
sleep, he sees Gandalf, an 
old, dear friend he’d 
thought was long dead. 
Frodo and Gandalf look at 
each other, smile, and 
begin to laugh. And laugh. 
And laugh some more. The 
laughter is not only of joy 

and reunion. It is the laughter 
of indescribable relief. 

Such relief is what awaits us. 
And it’s the kind of relief that 
will never end. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Want more daily devotions?   
I get them here!   
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[God will] give relief to you who are 
troubled. 

 
 

2 Thessalonians 1:7  

https://wels.net/serving-you/devotions/daily-devotions/

