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Apparel Store—Get Your Merch!  
Y’all it’s here!!!  Please click the link (or 

use the QR code) to view our St. Matthew 
apparel store!  There are lots of goodies 
available this year, and they make great 

Christmas gifts for kids and parents alike—
hint, hint! :) The store closes on Tuesday, 
November 22 (right before Thanksgiving 
Break), and clothes will be available to 

pickup at school before Christmas Break.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

November Calendar 
I was just talking with Mr. Biebert, and it is 
impossible to believe that it’s November 
already!  Before you know it, we will be to 
Chrismas, then it may as well be Spring 
Break, and then summer!!!  Time goes way 
too fast these days!  Anyway, please take 
a look at the November calendar by using 
the link or the QR code below.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Snow Removal at School 

Snow removal from school will be a big 
issue this winter as there are more areas 
to shovel given the expansion. In the past 
shoveling help was random and would 
default to teachers, older students, and 
some parents. 
 I'm hoping to organize some school par-

Mission Offering  
We ended first quarter with a total of 
$806.04 in offerings!  While we did 
not accomplish our goal of $1,200, 
$800 is an amazing amount of mon-
ey that will be used to further the 
spreading of the gospel in Zimba-
bwe!  Thank you for your giving 
hearts!  We will update you on sec-
ond quarter mission offering soon!   

 

Chili Feed/Seahawks Game 
Join us this Sunday at 11:30 after 
church for a soup/chili feed and Sea-
hawks viewing!  Bring a pot of soup 
or chili to share; church will provide 
bowls, silverware, snacks!  Sea-
hawks game starts at 1:05PM. 
 

 Construction Continues 
This past Sunday at the church vot-
er’s meeting, our board of trustees 
chairman let us know that construc-
tion will be continuing throughout 
November  

 
Tent or Treat 

A huuuuuge thank you to everyone 
who helped in any way to make Tent 
or Treat 2022 a success!  It was so 
fun to see everyone in costume en-
joying each other’s company!  Thank 
you for coming out for the night!  It 
takes a lot of people to make this 
night a success, and everyone really 
came through for us :)  Thanks 
again!!! 

 
DC Hot Lunch 

The DC kids are serving hot lunch 
TODAY!  Pizza and a veggie side—
please support them if you are able 
and like pizza!!  

 

3rd Grade Teacher  
This past Sunday our voters approved 
the calling of a third grade teacher to 
St. Matthew, so we had a special call 
meeting, and ultimately called Mr. Allan 
Caldwell-Boeder to teach third grade 
and technology here at St. Matthew!  
He is currently serving in Wisconsin.  
Please keep him in your prayers during 
this time of deliberation.  
 
If you are unfamiliar with the calling 
process, a teacher will typically deliber-
ate a call for several weeks before 
coming to a decision.  For teachers, 
they will finish the year at their current 
school, and move during the summer 
to begin the next school year at their 
new school.  Please speak with any of 
the teachers if you have additional 
questions!   

 
Mr. Biebert Call 

Speaking of calls, Mr. Biebert also has 
a call to teach 7-8 grade and serve as 
principal at St. John’s in Lewiston, MN.    
Please keep our church and school in 
your prayers as well as the congrega-
tion in Lewiston.   

 
No School Next Week 

Reminder that we will be off school 
next Thursday, November 10 for teach-
er in-service, and Friday, November 11 
for Veterans Day.  Thank you to all the 
brave people who serve our country 
each and every day!  We support you 
and appreciate you always!!!! 

 
Parent/Teacher Conferences 

If you did not sign up for a conference 
this week, please speak with your 
child’s teacher as soon as possible to a 
conference scheduled.   

Please join us!!! 8:45am 

https://stmatthewlutheran2022.itemorder.com/shop/home/
https://stmatthewlutheran2022.itemorder.com/shop/home/
https://school.stmatthewspokane.org/calendars.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Classroom News 

 
Preschool News 

Mrs. Donna Driesbach (509.638.5361) 
Pumpkins are EVERYWHERE in the preschool classroom!!  We are still celebrating Harvest in all of our centers and enjoying 
our pumpkin theme!!  The four year old classes had a great Harvest Party and Orange Day last week Thursday and the three 
year old classes had their party and Orange Day this past Monday!!  What great FUN!!  Some of the classes played Hide 'n' 
Seek with Orange squares (our color and shape of the month), but all of them frosted and decorated pumpkin sugar cookies 
and had some amazing party foods!!  What a fantastic celebration!!  Welcome Fall!! 
 
Because we are still focused on Harvest, our centers have remained the same.  We have dress-up clothes in our Drama Cen-
ter, scarecrows to watercolor in our Art Center and our infamous pumpkin to pound our golf tees into in our Sensory Center.  
 
We have already started some Thanksgiving crafts this week!!  The children had fun sponge painting their Indian vests, making 
some Indian headbands and some of the classes were able to make an Indian necklace.  We'll do even more Thanksgiving 
crafts next week!! 
 
This week, I sent home the Preschool Memory Work for our Christmas program - there are 9 pages!!!  YIKES!!  HELP!!  Please 
start working on the PreK - only  parts, first!!  We have only 6 weeks before our performance!!  I sure could use your help, once 
again!!   I'm panicking . . . of course I am!! 
 
The bible verse we are working on this week is in our Christmas program.  "God saw all that He had made, and it was very 
good."  Genesis 1:31 
 
Next week, our bible verse to memorize is "For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever be-
lieves in Him shall not perish but have eternal life."  John 3:16.   Please refer to the hand motions laid out in the Christmas pro-
gram guide to help your child with this verse - it's a bit long, but I know they can do it!! 
 
Next week, we will be focusing on Letter "Hh".  Four year old classes, please bring something from home for Show 'n' Tell that 
begins with the letter "Hh"!!   
 
Have a fantastic weekend!!  See you next week!! 

 

Kindergarten News 
Miss Rachel Taasaas (360.271.5201) 

Nightly Homework: 

 Read for 20 minutes.  Don’t forget to fill out the November Book it calendar.   

 Zipping a coat. 

 Please check your child’s yellow folder for math homework.  It is due Monday morning.   
 
Growth Mindset Affirmation of the Week: I get smarter when I practice.     
 
Memory Work:  
Please check the paper in your child’s yellow folder this has a list of all of our Christmas memory work.  There are also 
dates listed next to each recitation it is important that you take note of these dates.   
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ents to come 1/2hr early before school 
to start shoveling.  You would still 
need to watch your kids, even if the 
school building is open. It's only for 
school days. If shoveling is not com-
pleted or it snows later in the day, the 
shoveling would be done by other 
parents after drop off based on availa-
bility, students, or teachers during 
recess. 
 If willing to volunteer call/text/email: 
Mark Gaulke. 
7153899808 gaulke.mark@gmail.com   
 

Soccer 
Congratulations to our soccer team for 
taking 2nd place at the league soccer 
tournament this past week!  Go 
Mighty Timbers!!!! Parent vs. player 
scrimmage and pizza party is tomor-

row! It will take place at Prairie View 
Elementary at 4 pm with a pizza party 
to follow at St. Matthew. Thank you to 
all the parents for helping to get your 
child to practices and games. Thank 
you to the athletes for allowing me to 
be your coach and giving your best 
effort at every practice and game. 
Please make sure to return uniforms 
washed to Miss Rosenbaum by TO-
MORROW. 

 

Parking Reminders 
Friendly reminder that even though 
the parking lot gets busy at drop off 
and pick up, please be mindful of the 
handicap parking spot and Hjort/
Gilbert space—these are designated 
spots and should only be used if you 
are handicapped (or if you are a 

member of the Gilbert/Hjort family :) 

 
Junior Choir 

Junior choir will resume next Monday, 
November 7th.  I look forward to get-
ting started with our song for the Chil-
dren’s Christmas service. 
 

Basketball  
Basketball is right around the corner. 
We will be having a basketball meet-
ing in the near future so please be on 
the lookout for that. The first practice 
will be on November 29 at the Spo-
kane First Church of the Nazarene. 
Times TBD. 

 
 

mailto:gaulke.mark@gmail.com


 
Budgeting- Offering envelopes were sent home yesterday for the month of November.  Speak with your child about how much 
they would like to give.  Chapel is every Thursday.   
 
Book Orders- Book orders will be sent home next week, November 9.  Not only are there some great books in the catalogs but 
there are even more options available online.  If you plan to purchase any books as Christmas gifts please let me know so I can 
make sure your child doesn’t see them.   Please return book orders by Monday, November 14 (you can just put it right in your 
child’s yellow folder) or place your order by Monday.   
 

2nd Grade News 
Miss Erika Rosenbaum (269.326.5437) 

Christlight/Memory Work 

 11/8 - The Fourth Commandment 
 Please read the Bible stories from this week (Joseph Becomes Ruler of Egypt, Joseph’s Brothers Come to Egypt, Joseph 

Tests His Brothers, Joseph Forgives His Brothers) with your child during the weekend and sign the yellow sheet in the or-
ange folder.  

Homework 

 Read 20 minutes a day. Make sure to be adding your minutes to your November Book-It Calendar. I encourage you to also 
take AR tests once your child finishes a book. 

 Continue to work through the extra math program.  
 We will be taking a break from spelling until Christmas break so that we can focus on memorizing and working through our 

Christmas program materials.  
Extra Notes 

 November Book It Calendars were sent home this week. Please make sure to set a goal for the month and record the 
minutes on each day that your child reads. 

 Thank you for taking the time to meet with me during this past week. Please don’t hesitate reaching out if you have any 
questions or concerns. 

 If someone could donate some baby/wet wipes to the classroom, that would be greatly appreciated. Thank you! 
 Water bottles need to be brought everyday.  
 Make sure to be working on Christmas program recitations (I handed these out at parent teacher conferences) as it will 

help us to save some time in the classroom. Thank you! 
 

3rd-4th Grade News 
Mrs. Michelle Most (832.212.9102) 

Reading -  The third graders are reading Stone Fox and the fourth graders are reading The Mouse and the Motorcycle. They 
are working on identifying setting, point of view, predicting, vocabulary, and how to distinguish between thin and thick ques-
tions. 
 
Science -Forces and Interactions is our next unit of study. What are balanced and unbalanced forces? We will be exploring 
many activities to discover the answer. 
 
Soc. St. - Martin Luther, a man who changed the world, has been engaging.  He lived such an interesting life becoming an out-
law, a knight, and finding the truth of God’s Word that our salvation is a free gift from God. 
 
Extra Notes: 

 Thank you for signing up for and meeting with me during conferences.  It was such a  pleasure to share with you about all 
your child’s successes! 

 November Book-it calendars were sent home on Tuesday as were Memory work calendars. 

 Please remember to have your child bring a jacket to school each day.  Morning recess is a bit nippy these days. 

 We are working on learning the music for next Wednesday’s Veteran’s day program.  We have also begun working on our 
recitations and music for the Children’s Christmas service.  Information will be coming home with those items that will need 
to be worked on at home along with our rehearsal schedule as some days we will be practicing at the Nazarene church on 
North Country Homes. 

 
Have a blessed week in the Lord!  

 

5th-6th Grade News 
Mr. Glenn Metzger (734.788.4637) 

"Jesus, my Savior, himself did offer; Jesus, my Savior, paid all I owed. Therefore I'll say again: God loves me dearly, God loves 
me dearly, loves even me." 
 
This verse (from one of the songs we are memorizing for the children's Christmas service that the students are leading on De-
cember 11) is a wonderful reminder of why we celebrate Christmas. Our memory work from now until December will be focus-
ing on the recitations and songs the children will be sharing during that service. 
 
In other classes, the 6th grade math class finished their Chapter 3 study of division with a test this week. Parents, keep an eye 
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on Jupiter Ed for their initial grades, and please encourage them to work on revisions to improve their grade. The 5th grade 
math class continues to work through its chapter on division as well. In Social Studies, students are examining primary sources 
from 1780 B.C. written in the Babylonian Empire to find out what it was like to live under Hammurabi's laws. They will eventually 
be using their research to write an opinion essay about whether they'd like to live under those laws or not. Until then, we are 
working on parts of speech and sentence structure in English class. Finally, in Science, we are studying the difference between 
physical and chemical properties, and also physical and chemical changes. 
 
Thank you to everyone who has come into school for parent-teacher conferences so far. If I missed seeing you this week, 
please get in touch so we can set up another meeting soon. 
 
Our field trip to the symphony was a big success! The students enjoyed hearing the music, learning about the instruments and 
motifs, and maybe even getting all dressed up :) I should have more information about our next field trip (hopefully in Novem-
ber) by the time next week's newsletter comes out. 

 

7th-8th Grade News 
Mr. Jacob Biebert (715.402.0094) 

Thank you to all of you for taking the time to meet with me this week to talk about your child’s successes and the opportunities 
that we have as a team for growth. I know that it can be difficult to make time for one more thing on your already busy sched-
ules, but I truly do appreciate it. 

Here is next week’s memory work:  

Monday 11/7: Christmas Narrations; Wednesday 11/9: He will hold me fast; 

How loyal are you? Genghis Khan built a warring empire that was extremely loyal to him strictly based off the terrifying things 
he would do to them if he felt that they would betray him. While his tactics may have been a little whacky, his ability to unify a 
group of people in the mountainous central Asia area is quite impressive. We will be doing a map study on central Asia and the 
surrounding areas along with our study of the Mongol civilization. 

Students have studied how some protists act like plants. We studied how these plant like protists are very important both in the 
oxygen they produce, but also in how dangerous some can be to the ecosystem in situations like red tides. 

The business of the classroom will continue as we continue to plan for Veteran’s Day as well as studying for our upcoming 
Christmas program. I hope you will get the opportunity to attend both of those events and see the work the students put in as 
they honor our service men and women as well as praise our God. 

I am hoping venison jerky is back on the menu. Deer hunting starts again this weekend. I pray you all have a blessed weekend 

and that I get to see you at the chili cookout after church on Sunday. Go Hawks! 

 
 

 

 

Page 4 MIGHTY TIMBERS 
 

 

 

 

 



 

Proper Motivation 

The language of the cove-
nant God made with the 
Old Testament people of 
Israel was full of “you”: You 
shall have no other gods. 
You shall not misuse the 
name of the Lord your 
God. You shall not covet. 
You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your 
heart. You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself. 

The problem with all those 
“you shall” and “you shall 
not” was that God’s people 
proved they could not keep 
up their end of the bargain. 
By the time the prophet 
Jeremiah wrote today’s 
verse breaking the cove-
nant had become habitual. 

The people had shown that 
the law’s commands could 
not properly motivate them 
to be obedient. They need-
ed a new covenant. This 
new covenant would be 
different from the old cove-
nant. 

It would not be a list of obli-
gations chiseled by God’s 
finger into stone tablets. It 
would not be full of “you 
shall” and “you shall not.” 
Instead this covenant 
would be written by God’s 
Spirit onto human hearts, 
and it would be full of I’s: “I 
will make … I will put … I 

will write … I will be their 
God.” 

The old covenant told peo-
ple what to do, but the new 
covenant would be all 
about what God did to 
save everyone from their 
sins and make a people 
that are his very own, ea-
ger to do what is good. 
God made that covenant 
when he sent his Son into 
the world to do the work of 
salvation. 

Jesus’ perfect life, innocent 
death, and glorious resur-
rection are all we need. 
There are no “you shall” 
and “you shall not” re-
quired to get into heaven. 
The new covenant puts 
God’s law in our minds for 

us to follow—not so that God 
will make us his, but because 
he already has. 

In other words, Christians do 
not serve God because they 
have to. Christians serve 
God because they want to! 

Prayer: 
Lord, thank you for being my 
God. Help me to live for you. 
Amen. 

 

Want more daily devotions?   

I get them here!   
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“This is the covenant I will make with 
the people of Israel after that time,”  

declares the LORD. “I will put my law in 
their minds and write it on their hearts. I 

will be their God, and they will be my 
people.” 

 
Jeremiah 31:33  

https://wels.net/serving-you/devotions/daily-devotions/

