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Piano Recital 
Our piano students will be having a recital 
on December 15th at 5:30PM.  Anyone is 
welcome to attend and support the stu-
dents!  Parents of piano students:  a 
shareable invitation will be sent out to you 
soon via email.  Please speak with Holly 
Roberg if you have any questions!   
 

Christmas Service Decorating 
If you have an eye for beauty, especially 
around Christmas, please reach out to Mr. 
Biebert regarding decorating for the Chil-
dren’s Christmas Service on December 11.  
Thank you for your help with this!   
 

DC Hot Lunch 
Next Thursday, December 8, the DC stu-
dents will be serving hotdogs with a chili 
cheese dog option with veggies/fruit and 
dessert!  A hot lunch form will be sent 
home tomorrow, so if you want some deli-
cious food next Thursday, please fill that 
out and return it to your child’s teacher!  
Suggested donation amount is $5, but 
please just pay as you are able :) 

Mission Offering  
For second quarter, we are raising 
money to put together care packages 
of people who are currently de-
ployed.  If you know of anyone cur-
rently deployed, please email their 
information to Jacob at princi-
pal@stmatthewspokane.org  Thank 
you! 

 

Reverse Advent Calendar 
Please consider contributing to our 
Advent Food Drive this Christmas 
season!  Details for suggested items 
are found on page 5!  The idea is 
that each day you add a nonperisha-
ble item to your stash, and bring the 
items to school on the last day before 
Christmas Break (December 16).  
Our church is also participating in 
this drive, and after Christmas we will 
donate all the food to 2nd Harvest!  
Please note, the ideas on page 5 are 
just suggestions, and do not have to 
be followed exactly!  We appreciate 
any and all donations!   

 
 Advent Services 

St. Matthew is offering Advent ser-
vices (to help you and your family 
keep Jesus as the main reason for 
the season. Services continue on 
12/7 and 12/14.  In keeping with the 
theme of Advent, each 45 minute 
service will focus on wonderful things 
about our Savior Jesus that were 
foreshadowed in the Old Testament. 
Services will be held at both 3:45 and 
6:30PM. Please stay after school and 
enjoy these services with your family!  

Christmas Practice—
TOMORROW! 

A lot of correspondence has been sent 
to you already regarding this practice, 
but DON’T FORGET!  Tomorrow from 
1:30-3:30 our kiddos will head over to 
the Nazarene Gym (9004 N Country 
Homes) to begin practicing the pro-
gram in the actual venue.  Please pick 
up your children over at the gym.  
Thank you! 

 
Junior Choir 

Junior choir rehearsal schedule: 
December 5  
 

Basketball  
Basketball had their first practices this 
week! Next week there is practice on 
Tuesday and Thursday 4:00-5:10/5:30. 
Please make sure your child is pre-
pared for practice on those days. 
Please let Miss Rosenbaum know as 
soon as possible if your child needs a 
ride to practices as the van is a first 
come first serve basis. Be on the look-
out for a game schedule after Decem-
ber 5. 

 

Adult Basketball League 
We are having an adult pick-up basket-
ball league on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days 5:30-6:30 pm. If you would be 
interested in playing some pick-up bas-
ketball throughout the week at the Naz-
arene Church’s gym (9004 N Country 
Homes Blvd, Spokane, WA 99218), 
please let Miss Rosenbaum know. We 
would love to see you there! 
  

Pickup at Nazarene Gym—9004 N Country Homes  



Classroom News 

Preschool News 
Mrs. Donna Driesbach (509.638.5361) 

It is SO great to be back in the classroom after SO many days off!!  I am praying that your Thanksgiving break was a beauti-
ful family time filled with love and laughter!!  
 
Now that we have finished our Thanksgiving curriculum, we are moving on to Christmas!!  All of our centers have been trans-
formed!!  Our Drama Center has a life-size felt tree that the children can decorate with felt ornaments!!   The Sensory Center 
has wrapping paper and curling ribbon in order for the children to practice their cutting skills!!  Our Science Center has a Nativi-
ty set so that the children can move the pieces around to recreate the birth of Jesus!!  SO many amazing centers that the chil-
dren are able to experience in preschool!! 
 
This week, the children were able to make a "Countdown to Christmas" chain.  Each day, the children can cut or tear a ring off 
of this chain as we get one day closer to Christmas.  They will not have to ask you, parents, "How many days until Christ-
mas?"  They can count the rings themselves!!  You're welcome!! 
 
Some of the classes were able to easel paint trees - soon we will decorate them to be Christmas trees and you will find them 
hanging in our classroom!!  
 
So much time, these days, is being devoted to our Christmas program.  Please continue practicing ALL of the recitation pages 
that were sent home!!  Now that we have perfected the Preschool Only parts, we need to move onto the Preschool-8th grade 
parts. Please work on these, also, so your children know these, too!!  I sure can use your help!! 
 
Our Preschool bookstore is now open!!  I have a variety of books available for $5 each.  Please pay me directly via check or 
cash.  These will be the ONLY books that we would like to give as gifts for our friends.  Please purchase one of these books for 
our Christmas book exchange, take it home and wrap it for your child to bring in for our Christmas party/gift exchange. Do NOT 
have a to/from tag on it. 
 
Next week, we will be focusing on the letter "Kk".  4-year old classes, please have your child bring something to school that 
begins with "Kk" for show 'n' tell. 
 
Our memory work will be our Christmas program recitations.  Please continue working on the ENTIRE program - especially the 
PreK-8th parts. 
 
Have an amazing weekend with your family!!  See you next week!! 

 

Kindergarten News 
Miss Rachel Taasaas (360.271.5201) 

Nightly Homework: 

 Read for 20 minutes.  Don’t forget to fill out the November Book it calendar.  Please return the November calendar 
by Thursday, December 1.   

 Review Christmas Memory Work. 
 
Growth Mindset Affirmation of the Week: I have grit. (review from last week) 
 
Math-We are working on reading and writing number words, identifying more, less and the same and ordinal position.   
 
Review sight words: all color words, the, is, it, see, I,a 
 
Memory Work:  
The kids still are STRUGGLING with this verse.  PLEASE work on this at home.   
 
“There were shepherds living out in the field nearby, keeping watch over their flocks by night. An angel of the Lord 
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.”(Luke 2:8,9) 
 
Utensils- I do not have extra utensils to give out at lunch.  Please make sure to pack a utensil for your child if they need it for 
their lunch.   
 
Christmas Party- I sent home a paper stocking for our Christmas gift exchange.  Please let me know if you have any ques-
tions.  The stocking is due Tuesday, December 13.  Please do not bring it to school earlier.   
A sign-up sheet will be on our classroom door tomorrow morning.  Please sign up for 1 thing, otherwise you will be assigned 
something.   
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1st Grade News 
Mrs. Kelly West (509.362.4916) 

I hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving! On Friday, December 16th, we will have our Christmas party! If any parents 
would like to attend or have any ideas for activities, games, movies, etc. please let me know! Next week I will put up a sign up 
sheet for food everyone can chip in and bring.  
We have been practicing a lot for our Christmas program. Last week I sent home all the passages the first graders will say in 
the program. The students are remembering it quite well, but if you have any time to work on one passage once per day, that 
would be great! Thank you! 
Thank you also for sending along winter gear for your child to wear at recess! 
Have a relaxing weekend! God bless! 

 

2nd Grade News 
Miss Erika Rosenbaum (269.326.5437) 

Christlight/Memory Work 

 12/6 - “The angel said to the women, ‘Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is 
not here; he has risen, just as he said.’” Matthew 28 verses 5 and 6 

 12/8 - Psalm 118:1 
 Please read the Bible stories from this week(The Plagues; The Passover) with your child during the weekend and sign the 

yellow sheet in the orange folder. 
Homework 

 Read 20 minutes a day. Make sure to be adding your minutes to your December Book-It Calendar. I encourage you to also 
take AR tests once your child finishes a book. 

 Continue to work through the extra math program.  
 We will be taking a break from spelling until Christmas break so that we can focus on memorizing and working through our 

Christmas program materials.  
Extra Notes 

 Water bottles and jackets need to be brought everyday.  
 The kids have been working very hard on the Christmas program. Please plan to attend the program on December 11 at 

4:00 pm. If you are unable to attend, let me know as soon as possible.  
 November Book-It Calendars are due TOMORROW. Please make sure to return those calendars to receive a pizza cou-

pon. December Calendars were handed out today.  
 Make sure to be working on Christmas program recitations as it will help us to save some time in the classroom. They have 

been doing a great job in the classroom! 
 Our Christmas party will be on December 16th. There is a sign-up in the classroom for items that we will need for the party. 

Please sign up to bring something on that day. We will be doing a gift exchange that day where boys buy for boys and girls 
buy for girls. Please purchase a $5 gift with your child for a boy if your child is a boy or for a girl if your child is a girl. Please 
wrap the gift and write boy or girl on it. Thank you in advance!  

 

3rd-4th Grade News 
Mrs. Michelle Most (832.212.9102) 

Reading -  The Best Christmas Pageant Ever is our next book and we are in love after chapter one! We all 
agree the Herdmans are awful children, but what will happen and why are they in the book? 

 
Science -Forces and Interactions is our unit of study.  How strong are magnets?  Do the different types differ in strength? We 
will be exploring many activities to discover the answer. 
 
Soc. St. - We have begun the southeast region of the United States. We will be taking the map test the week of December 12-
16. 
 
Math - Chapter 4 for both third and fourth grades is learning about multiplication.  I have switched everyone over to multiplica-
tion on Xtramath to help them gain their multiplication facts faster and we’ve been playing games and practicing them in class 
also. 
 
Christmas Party & Gift Exchange - Information was sent home today for our stocking gift exchange.  I have also posted a 
sign-up sheet for the party.  If you could help us out, please sign up for food or paper items, we would appreciate it. Thank 
you  in advance. 
 
Advent Services - Since I help the church out with playing the piano for the 3:45 advent services on Wednesdays, any child 
not picked up by 3:35 will go over to the kindergarten room to be picked up from there.  Thank you for your understanding on 
this matter. 
 
Extra Notes: 

 If any corrected work comes home and your child didn’t do as well as they would have hoped, they are welcome to make 
corrections and hand it back in for partial credit. The best they can do is B+ on corrected work if all is corrected 
well.  Please have your child write “corrected work” at the top and hand it back in in a timely fashion. 
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 December Book-it calendars and Memory work calendars were sent home today. The last day to accept November book-it 
calendars is tomorrow, December 2. 

 Information will be coming home with our rehearsal schedule for the days we will be practicing at the Nazarene church on 
North Country Homes. If you are able to help transport children back and forth, please let me know. 

 If you have a plastic pants hanger (like you get from the dept. store) at home, please send it to school with your child.  We 
can use it to hang our mittens/gloves from to help them dry between recesses. 

 
Have a blessed week in the Lord!  
 

5th-6th Grade News 
Mr. Glenn Metzger (734.788.4637) 

The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here; he 
has risen, just as he said.” These words from Matthew help us remember the reason for all the excitement we have heading 
into the Christmas season! Jesus' birth leads to Jesus' perfect life and redeeming sacrifice, which bought for us forgiveness for 
our sins. 
 
We have finally left the book of Genesis and have begun our study of the life of Moses. We are also about to start our in-depth 
study of the third commandment in Faith Foundations. In Math, students in fifth grade are looking at factors and fractions, while 
those in sixth grade are writing and interpreting inequalities. We just wrapped up our unit on matter in Science with the students 
creating their own solutions for changing the speed of a chemical reaction. Our next unit will be switching topics pretty dramati-
cally to studying physics and Newton's Laws of Motion. In Social Studies, we are studying Ancient Egypt, which has lined up 
nicely with our study of Moses in Christ Light. Students have also started their next English assessment which builds off of their 
studies of Hammurabi's Code: an essay about whether or not they would want to live under those laws. Finally, this was the last 
week where we focused on the songs and recitations from the Christmas Service for Memory Work. Next week we will resume 
using Bible passages and parts of the Catechism for Memory Work. 
 
I regret that I have to push our next field trip back a few months: things just weren't working out with the scheduling. I don't think 
we will have time for a new plan this December, but I'll be looking for something for January.  
 
We will be having our class Christmas party on December 16th. The students will be planning the agenda while I help them 
keep things realistic, and they will also be splitting up the responsibilities for the party. Hopefully it all works out, but it will defi-
nitely be a learning experience one way or another! 

 

7th-8th Grade News 
Mr. Jacob Biebert (715.402.0094) 

Well, this turned into an interesting week with the snow day and our Christmas practice at the Nazarene gym tomorrow. I appre-
ciate all the flexibility you all had this week, and thank you for many of you being able to help transport kids to the Christmas 
practice. 

Here is next week’s memory work:  

Monday 12/5: Christmas Narration; 12/8: Remaining Christmas Narrations/Recitations;  12/9: 7th Commandment 

Our studies of the Mongols is coming to an end, which means we will be taking a test on this chapter next week. I am tentative-
ly shooting for our test on Wednesday next week with our map test on this area on Thursday.  

We have many interesting things that we are doing to help us gain a better understanding of protists. We have living protists 
cultures that we are taking a look at under the microscope. We are looking to identify some of the  things we have been talking 
about as far as protest shape, cilia, flagellum, etc. We also are working with some algae beads and finally, we also began stud-
ying a new section on the protists that cause malaria. I am hoping to finish this chapter up before Christmas. 

Please take the time to read the newsletter and look at the December calendar. There are lots of important dates coming up as 
we make the push to Christmas.  

We will be decorating the Nazarene gymnasium during the week of the program. If you can help with this, then please reach 

out. God Bless your weekend! 
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Wake Up 

Sunday, December 7, 
1941, 7:30 A.M. All is calm 
and quiet in Pearl Harbor, 
Hawaii. The sailors are out 
of their bunks, but their 
pace is leisurely, relaxed. 
Many feel what a later gen-
eration would call “Sleep 
Inertia.” Under an easy 
schedule, they are allowing 
themselves the luxury of 
going slow, yawning an ex-
tra yawn, chuckling with 
each other at breakfast, 
savoring a second cup of 
coffee. They have no idea 
that they need to wake up 
NOW! They have no idea 
that in 25 short minutes, 
their world is going to 
change forever. 

When God the Holy Spirit 
moved the apostle Paul to 
write his letter to the Ro-
mans, he saw to it that 
Paul’s letter was teeming 
with profound truths and 
promises. One of the great 
truths he proclaimed 
through Paul is that: “The 
hour has come for you to 
wake up from your slum-
ber.” 

My old sinful self—the part 
of me that wants nothing to 
do with Christ—wants to 
keep my soul sleepy and 
indifferent. It wants to keep 
my soul presuming that I 
have all the time in the 
world to get serious about 
the only Savior I’m ever 

going to have. 

And here you and I must 
confess that there have 
been many times we have 
given in to the spiritual 
sleepiness—we’ve given in 
to the indifference. We’ve 
given in to Satan’s lie that 
when it comes to any ear-
nest focus upon our Savior
-King—there is no hurry. 

Thanks be to God that he 
pursues us through his 
Word. He calls us to re-
pentance. He does what 
he needs to do to rattle us, 
rouse us, wake us up. For 
when the final day comes 
for each of us, he does not 
want any of us left outside. 
He wants us to be awake. 

He wants us to be with him. 
He wants us basking forever 
in the full forgiveness our 
King has purchased for us at 
the cross. 

Prayer: 
Lord Jesus, my King, forgive 
me for all the times I have 
allowed myself to become 
sleepy and indifferent to-
wards you. Refresh me in 
your law and gospel. Draw 
me to yourself. Amen. 

Want more daily devotions?   

I get them here!   
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The hour has already come for you 
to wake up from your slumber. 

 
 

Romans 13:11  

https://wels.net/serving-you/devotions/daily-devotions/

