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Encourage.

School News

Chapel Offering
Our chapel total stands at $771.60!
We are getting close to our goal of
$825! Thank you so much for continu-
ing to give your offerings to Meals on
Wheels!

Youth Group 12/14
512" grade! Join us at the church
from 5-7:30pm on December 14y
The kids will be doing fun Christmas
themed trivia and games and will also
put together gift bags for our shut in
members.

Pacific Clothing Solutions
| wanted to give a special shout out to
Pacific Clothing Solutions for arrang-
ing pickup of all the leftover items from
the clothing swap! This company’s
goal is to ensure that all donated
clothing actually reused. Clothing is
distributed to local shelters and com-
munity programs, resold to help fund
their operations, or supplied to
secondhand shops so it can stay in
circulation. We are so appreciate of
their help, and their efforts to reduce
textile waste! You can check out their
website here.

Children’s Christmas Service
Our Christmas service is tomorrow,
Friday, December 12 at 5:30pm!!
You do not want to miss this absolute-
ly beautiful service! The kids’ and
teachers alike have been pouring their
hearts and souls into this program in
an effort to direct our focus on the
most important reason we celebrate
Christmas — our Savior Jesus Christ!
Please invite your family and friends
to come to the service!

Junior Choir
Junior Choir rehearsals will begin
again on Monday, January 12"

Basketball/Cheer

Schedule for next week:

12/16

e Ateam - practice 4:00-5:30 at
Nazarene Gym

e B team - practice 4:00-5:15 at
Nazarene Gym

e  Cheer - practice 4:00-5:00 at
Nazarene Gym

12/18

e Ateam - practice 4:00-5:30 at
Madison Elementary

e B team - practice 4:00-5:15 at
Madison Elementary

e  Cheer - practice 4:00-5:00 at Mad-
ison Elementary

Adult Basketball

Schedule for next week:

e 12/16 - NO ADULT BASKETBALL
- due to piano recital

e 12/18 - 5:30-7:00 at Madison Ele-
mentary

Christmas Practices @ The

Naz
Last SFNAZ practice is tomorrow from
1:30-3:30pm — please remember to
pick your child up directly from the gym
at 3:30pm! Thank you SO MUCH to
everyone for your flexibility with these
practices over the last couple of
weeks!

Advent Worship
Last Advent worship service is next
Wednesday, 12/17 at 3:45pm — with a
DC fundraiser meal to follow! Please
take advantage of this extra worship
opportunity and join us!

Viking Plass Christmas

Caroling
Next Wednesday, 12/17 beginning
shortly after 1pm, we will head over in
groups to Viking Plass to sing Christ-
mas carols! If any parents are interest-
ed in attending with the school, please
reach out to your child’s teacher! We
would love to have you join us!

Christmas Parties—Pizza!
Next Friday 12/19, the school will be
purchasing pizza for all students in K-
8, so no need to pack a lunch unless
your child doesn’t like pizza! GF op-
tions will be available as well.

Tiny Timber
Without even a picture, Eleanor and
Madeline Saad used their spidey sens-
es to find TT! He'll have a new hiding
spot next week!

Snow Tubing Event
We have arranged a fun tubing event
on January 19" at Riverview Bible
Camp! Save the date — this event will
cost $35/person.

The Timber Times
December 11th, 2025
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Upcoming Dates

December
Basketball/Cheer Practice 4-5:30pm
— Madison Elementary
Adult Basketball 5:30pm — Madison
Elementary
1:30pm — Naz Gym Christmas Prac-
tice
Children’s Christmas Program 5:30pm
Pokemon Christmas Party
Youth Group @ Church 5:30-7pm
Basketball/Cheer Practice 4-5:30pm
— Naz Gym
Piano Recital 5:30pm
Advent Worship 3:45pm — DC Fund-
raiser Meal to Follow
Watch “The Chosen” @ the
Driesbach’s — 5:30pm
Basketball/Cheer Practice 4-5:30pm
— Madison Elementary
Adult Basketball 5:30pm — Madison
Elementary
Christmas Parties!

Christmas Break Begins!

Christmas Eve Worship 6:30pm

Christmas Day Worship 9am
January

Classes Resume

Birthdays This Week

8 Zander McLain
God Bless you on your birthday and the

whole year through!



https://www.pacificclothingsolutions.org/
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Children’s Christmas Program
Friday, December 12 | 5:30pm

9004 N Country Homes Blvd
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ADVENT CALENDAR

EACH DAY ADD AN ITEM TO A BOX.

December 1 - box of cereal
December 2 - peanut butter
December 3 - stuffing mix
December 4 - boxed potatoes
December 5 - macaroni and cheese
December 6 - canned fruit
December 7 - canned tomatoes
December 8 - canned tuna
December 9 - dessert mix
December 10 - jar of applesauce
December 11 - canned sweet potatoes
December 12 - cranberry sauce
December 13 - canned beans
December 14 - box of crackers
December 15 - package of rice
December 16 - package of oatmeal
December 17 - package pasta
December 18 - spaghetti sauce
December 19 - chicken noodle soup
December 20 - tomato soup
December 21 - can corn

December 22 - can mixed vegetables
Degember 23 - can carrots
Deg!\ber 24 - can green beans




Classroom News

Preschool News
Mrs. Donna Driesbach (509.638.5361)
What a beautiful week this has been!! A few Christmas Program practices, lots of Christmas activities . . . and SO much fun!!

We are continuing our celebration of our Christmas Theme in preschool!! Our easel painted trees have been decorated with
some ornaments and a star!! They are now hanging in our classroom!! It's looking a lot like Christmas in our Pre-
school!! Come and check them out!!

There is a fun new book in our Listening Center, Grumpy Badger's Christmas. Why is Badger grumpy and does Badger stay
grumpy all through Christmas?? The preschoolers get to listen to this great story and find out what happens!! We still have our
life-size felt Christmas tree in our Drama Center that the children can decorate with felt ornaments. This is SO much fun

to decorate and redecorate!!

We also had a great time watercoloring a picture of Mary, Joseph and Baby Jesus. The children were able to build a stable for
the happy family, too . . . and of course, they included a star in the sky!! What a great picture to add to our Memory Books!!

Our Preschool Bookstore is still open for you to purchase a book for our book exchange that happens next week at our par-
ty!l Come and check that out, also!! Please purchase a book and take it home. Please wrap it WITHOUT a to/from tag on it
and bring it back to school. We will exchange them during our party on the 18th and 19th while playing a game of Hot Pota-
to!!l! It will be a great and fun game for ALL!!

There is a sign up sheet for our upcoming Christmas party that takes place on the 18th and 19th. We sure would love your help
in providing a special item to make our party fantastic!!! Thank you!!

Next week, the preschool will have fun celebrating the color GREEN!! Yup - you guessed it . . . we will all have fun wearing
green and playing hide and seek with green stars . . . even in the dark!! Okay - not the typical color for stars, but this is our
shape and color we focused on this month!! Still SO much fun!! Color Days are GREAT days!!!

Tomorrow night is our amazing Christmas program!! Please come and join us!! All of our kids have worked SO hard on this
beautiful Christmas message for YOU!! Please arrive at the Nazarene Church no later than 5:10 pm. We teachers will keep
your kiddos in our care while you make yourself comfortable in a special seat for the program!! You won't want to miss this!!

NEXT WEEK IN PRESCHOOL.:

* Christ Light Bible Story: "Jesus the Savior is Born"
Bible Memory Verse: | Timothy 1:15 "Jesus came . . . to save sinners."
Theme: Christmas
Letter of the Week: "Mm"
Snack Person: 3's AM Colette 3's PM Cohen 4's AM Penny 4's PM Bauer
Upcoming Events: Dec. 15, 16 Green Day
Dec. 12 Christmas Program Practice 1:15 - 3:30 pm
Dec. 12 Christmas Program - Naz Church 5:30 pm
Dec. 18, 19 Christmas Party
Dec. 22 - Jan 4 Christmas Break
Jan. 5 Classes Resume

* 0k kX *

Have an AMAZING weekend with your family!! See you next week!!

Kindergarten News
Miss Rachel Taasaas (360.271.5201)
Growth Mindset of the Week: | can train my brain!

Word of the Week: visible

Christmas Program: Please make sure that all girls wear shorts under their dresses. We are up on a stage on risers. If any of
the girls are wearing jewelry please make sure it is not something they will play with or be distracted by. | would prefer if snow
boots were not worn to the performance. It can be difficult to walk up and down the risers.

When you arrive at the gym please make sure your child uses the bathroom.

Nightly homework:

e Read with your child for 20 minutes. Record the minutes on the December Book it calendar.
e Practice Christmas memory work




1% Grade News
Miss Emma Mindock (920.515.0458)

News for next week: Our Christmas program, "The Special Christmas Lamb" is taking place this Friday at 5:30pm! We have
worked so hard on our songs and recitations, and it will be such a blessing to be able to share the joy of Jesus' birth with you!

Friday, December 19th is our last day of school before break, and the day of our Christmas party! Looking forward to spreading
Christmas joy and having lots of fun to bring in the Christmas celebrations!

Spelling test will be on THURSDAY so we can enjoy our festivities on Friday.

Christlight: We talked about why bad things happen in our world as we studied the Death of John the Baptist and the Woman
in Simon's House. We talked about how we can go to our God in prayer at any time

Math: We are continuing analyzing and creating a variety of graphs. We reviewed pictographs, picture graphs, and bar graphs
using a variety of items and activities.

Writing Workshop: We are fine tuning our writing skills and increasing our writing stamina through prompts and paragraph
writing related to winter activities, Christmas, and snow!

ELA (English Language Arts): We practiced s-blends in our phonics and practiced sounding out the blends together as a pair.
We are continuing to read stories full of our skill for that week and break apart heart words and high frequency words.

Science: We moved on from the sense of sight and are learning about the sense of hearing! Ask your 1st grader how a foley
artist might make the sound of a rain storm or a bouncing ball ;)

Social Studies: We were intentional in our discussion about how to make smart choices that keep the peace, benefit others,
and follow rules and laws in our world.

Homework next week:
e Memory Work: N/A
e  Spelling Words: strap, split, scrap, strip, scrub, strut, street, down, walk, stay

e Life Skill: N/A
Read with your child for 20 minutes

2"? Grade News
Miss Erika Rosenbaum (269.326.5437)

News & Notes

e Our Christmas program is tomorrow Friday, December 12. Please have the children arrive no later than 5:15 pm. You don't
want to miss it!

e Our Christmas party is coming up quickly (December 19). Thank you for signing up to bring something for our party. | will
send out an individual reminder to everyone about what you signed up to bring. Please make sure to bring a wrapped gift
for either a boy or girl before Dec. 20.

e Thank you to everyone who is helping transport children either to the Nazarene church or back to school. We appreciate
the help.

e We have started to learn how to find verses in our Bibles. The kids have been using their Bibles during their free time,
which is awesome to see.

e We could use some more expo markers for our classroom stash. It doesn’t matter the color or size. If you would like to
donate some to our room, we would greatly appreciate it!

e Whenever more snow comes, please make sure to send your child with an extra bag to put their snow gear in at the end of
the day so it doesn’t have to go into their backpack. Thank you!

Learning Focus

e  Christlight - we learned the stories “The Good Samaritan”, “The Unforgiving Servant”, and “Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind”.

e Math -. We wrapped up chapter five by learning another problem solving strategy - making a table. We then took the chap-
ter 5 test after we reviewed all the concepts we learned. Next week, we will review the concepts from the first four months
of school.

e Handwriting - we learned how to write book titles before reviewing the shape, size, spacing, and slant of everything that we
have done up to this point.

e Social Studies - this week, we talked about finding a route on a map, how food is made in a factory, how goods are traded,
and needs vs. wants.

e Science -.we are not having science, so that we can get caught up on social studies.

Reading - the kids got to read the story “Helen Keller”. The kids read about how Helen lost her sight and hearing. They got

to read how Helen persevered through those challenges she faced. We talked about what a biography is and how to find

the author’s purpose when writing a piece of text. We introduced the suffix -ly. Our spelling focus this week was long o (o,

0a, ow).

o  Writing - we are still working on verbs. The verb tenses seem to be tricky for this group, specifically the irregular verbs. We



started learning about adjectives today and will continue tomorrow.
Homework

e Read 20 minutes a day. Add the minutes to the December book it calendar.

e  Xtramath - two-three times a week at home (weekend would be great!)

e  Spelling - We will be working on spelling words in our reading rotations.

e Memory Work
e 12/16 - Psalm 118:1 - Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever.
e 12/18 - Psalm 139:14a - | praise you because | am fearfully and wonderfully made.

3" Grade News
Miss Avery Broyles (208.995.3465)
Memory Work a week ahead

e 12/16 - 2nd Article of the Apostles’ Creed

e 12/18 - Matthew 22:39b, Galatians 5:13b & 5th Petition of the Lord’s Prayer
e 12/19 - Ephesians 4:32 & 5th Commandment
[ )

It is really important that your child is looking at the memory work packet at home so they know their verse/verses and the
day they are due.

e Please read the Bible stories from this week with your child (Jesus’ Transfiguration & Jesus Encourages His Disciples)
Homework

e Read 20 minutes a day, and record it on the December calendar.
e Work on spelling words. They are in your child’s Friday folder. This week's words use ch, tch, ph, and the f sound.
e Since we have our Christmas party next Friday, your child’s spelling test will be next Thursday (18th).
e  XtraMath daily
What we are learning
e In math we just took our test on division and will be finishing up multiplication. We are looking at 6,7,8,9’s for next time. The
students have been doing very well with both multiplication and division so far.
We are reviewing our lowercase cursive letters in handwriting, and will be starting uppercase next week.
In social studies we are continuing to talk about the south’s resources and economy.
In science we have been reviewing animal survival and life cycles.
In reading we just finished reader’s theater and now have been working on Epic.
In writing we have been reviewing verb tenses, which have been helping us with our daily Fix it Sentences.

xtra Notes
We are having a sock exchange at our Christmas party (December 19th) please spend no more than $10 on some fun
socks (there is also a flyer by my door with the information). Please wrap the socks before bringing them to the classroom.
Girls will exchange with girls and boys with boys, so please make sure to indicate on the sock what gender it is for. The
kids can start bringing their wrapped socks in the week of the party. The students are also allowed to wear their pajamas
for the party.

e We will also be playing the saran wrap ball game at our Christmas party, so if you would like to help gather items for that, |
would really appreciate it. You could bring in things like; a pack of gum, fun erasers, $5 gift cards, candy, chapstick, fuzzy
socks, little trinket toys etc.) There are still some things we need for the party and saran wrap ball game if anyone would
like to contribute.

e Thank you for all your hard work, helping your child memorize their Christmas recitations, and transporting them to and
from the Christmas practices.

e me e o o o

4™ Grade News
Mrs. Michelle Most (832.212.9102)

Noteworthy Information

e The Children’s Christmas Service is tomorrow, Friday, December 12, at 5:30 PM. You can begin arriving by 5:10, and we
will line up to go on stage around 5:20.

e Thank you to all those who have signed up to bring items for our classroom Christmas party. Most items can be brought in
on December 19. The chips, frosting, and paper items can be brought in at any time.

e Items for our Christmas stocking exchange can be brought in at any time. Please have them brought to school by next
Tuesday, December 16.

e We are busy making our parents' Christmas gifts. Please send in a small (about 5x7) Christmas gift bag for your child to
use to wrap those gifts in by next Monday, December 15.

Learning Focus

Word of God - This week’s focus has been on “Jesus came to die for us,” as explored in the lessons “Jesus’ Transfiguration”
and “Jesus Encourages His Disciples."

Math - Chapter 4 - Multiplying by one and two digits. The test on Chapter 4 is tomorrow.

No Geometry lesson for this week due to the Christmas practice at The Naz gym, but we will be working on completing chapter
10 on Geometry next week, with the test on Thursday.

Social Studies - The next chapter for study is Early Immigration and Settlement. It looks at the different groups of people that



came to settle in the Oregon Country, such as the missionaries and the American settlers coming on the Oregon Trail, and the
impacts it had on the Native Americans of the area. The test over the learned material will be on Thursday, December 18.
Science - So many “Wow!” moments with learning about heat and thermal energy. Conduction, convection currents, and radia-
tion, with their similarities and differences and how they all work together to heat the earth, are pretty amazing! The assess-
ment over the material learned will be on Tuesday, December 16.

Reading - We are halfway through the classic, Little House on the Prairie by Laura Ingalls Wilder. It is not only a great read,
but it also correlates with our learning about travelling west in Social Studies. We have been watching the pilot episode of “The
Little House on the Prairie” TV show. It is great having the children point out the similarities and the differences between the
book and show.

Spelling - Spelling List 10 test is tomorrow. List 11 will be going home today.

Have a blessed week in the Lord!

56" Grade News
Mr. Jacob Biebert (715.402.0094)
Mrs. Sue Zabel (941.201.7897)
From Mrs. Zabel: This week in language we started a new writing lesson - making Narrative Paragraphs about a surprise. It
has taken a bit to fully grasp the concept, but it's coming along. Next week we will work on fragments, run-ons and how to fix
them.
Chapter 6 in history begins the study of the early Spanish explorers to the Western Hemisphere. It has been eye opening at
times.
Biomes are the new topic in science. With eight different ones to study, this will take us well into January and maybe into Febru-
ary. For each one, a flip book will be the major source of evaluating what they have learned and understood.

From Mr. Biebert: The Children’s Christmas Program is this Friday @5:30. The kids have put in so much work over the last
month plus and now they get the opportunity to boldly share the gospel message with so many people. Some of the people who
hear may not have faith, some may need their faith strengthened, but all of us need to be reminded year after year why we cel-
ebrate Christmas in the first place. Our world has terribly secularized Christmas, and what an amazing opportunity these chil-
dren have to share the good news that Christmas is so so much more than presents, lights, and trees. Students should stay
with their parents till 5:10 at the earliest. Doors will open at 5:00. This is a church service, so please consider having your chil-
dren dress in their Sunday best. Please also remember that this isn’t our space, so please remind your children that running
around and rough play before the service only leads to the opportunity to break something that isn’t ours.

Here is next week’s memory work schedule. | have also handed the students their sheets for this memory work:
Monday 12/15: 1 John 4:10; Wednesday 12/17: Third Article(up to one true faith); Friday 12/19: Psalm 103:1,2, Isaiah 43:11

We spend extra time comparing fractions in math 5 this week, which really is the application of finding the least common multi-
ple. Math 6 spent extra time working through the order of operations with integers and solving expressions/equations. There
has been a lot of struggles with both of these topics, and so | have been working to build confidence before we move on. Espe-
cially with Christmas break coming up, | want the kids to be confident in solving these types of problems, so that they can even
still solve them after break.

We finished Frindle this week. What a fun book of creativity, character change, conflict resolution, and my favorite part: how
strongly teachers and students are affected by each other even if you don’t realize it at the time. I love how the book ends, be-
cause | don’t think the motivation technique would be allowed in teaching today. The teacher was kind of hard on the main stu-
dent character, because she new it would motivate him to keep working even harder. What maybe seemed like just a gruff, old
teacher, was actually a very kind teacher who wanted her student to succeed. We will be taking a test on this book early next
week. However, we will not be starting a new novel until after Christmas.

We will be back to a mostly normal week next week. We will be going to sing Christmas carols over at the Viking Plass next
Wednesday in the afternoon. We also have our Christmas party next Friday afternoon. Please make sure your child has their
gift brought to school on or before that Friday. They can also bring their food item for the party that Friday. If any of you are
interested in leading a craft or an activity with the kids on that Friday as part of the party, then | would be happy to work with
you and give you the time needed to accomplish this. Otherwise, | got such good reviews from when | made the kids eat sar-
dines, beets, spam, and a variety of other nasty foods, that | might just have those things make an appearance again.......... the
kids will love me.

| hope you all have a wonderful weekend. It is not very often we get to spend time with family being our here in Spokane, so
this weekend is a special one. My mother and father-in-law are coming to visit, so | feel very blessed to get to spend some time
with them. God Bless!

7"-8" Grade News
Mr. David Zabel (941.201.7896)
This week the students studied the topic “/ Stand Firm in Faith to the End.” The question that was asked this week was — How
will I live since the end of all things is near? They learned through scripture that they will strive to follow the example of their
spiritual leaders, faithfully using their gifts to serve and standing firm in faith to the end. Their memory work for the week was 1
Peter 5:8,9

The seventh-grade math class learned to multiply fractions and mixed numbers this week. They also learned to divide fractions
and mixed numbers.

The 8.1 math class took a test on chapter 4 earlier this week and began chapter 5 which deals with polynomials and factoring.



An example of a monomial is 2n. A polynomial is an expression that has several monomials to work with such as 2x° — 3 — 2x°
+ 7x. The students learned how to combine like terms to solve the expression. They also learned the degree of polynomials and
adding polynomials.

The 8.2 math class learned about theoretical probability, experimental probability, as well as probability and odds.

In the Washington History the class learned how WWII affected the state of Washington. Once they finished that section, they
began to review the chapter before they took an assessment today. They will begin chapter 8 next week.

In Language class, the students have begun a unit on writing. The are learning how to begin, write, and proofread their exposi-
tory paragraphs.

In Literature the students have finished the “Giver.” They have begun a review of the book to prepare them for a test next we ek
and hopefully we will be able to watch the move at the classroom Christmas party.

In Science class the students have learned about the nervous system, senses, and endocrine systems.
Because of Christmas practices this week, we may not get to everything this week.

Have a great weekend in the Lord,

Mr. Zabel




Confess

Do you ever wrestle with
regret? I’'m not talking
about how you may regret
not buying that stock when
it was at $20 per share or
eating at that sketchy res-
taurant and getting food
poisoning. I’'m talking about
the regret of the decisions
that have left you with
shame. You know what I'm
talking about, don’t you?
There was that time when
you took things too far.
There was that time when,
S0 enraged, you said or did
something you can’t take
back. Or maybe there is
that constant guilt that you
carry around because you
know your life choices
aren’t the right ones, and
you've been acting on that
urge or behavior, even
though you know it is
wrong. You know that it is
toxic for you and/or your
relationships with others,
and you’ve gone back to it
more times than you can
count.

The people who came to
see John preaching at the
Jordan River were just like
you and me. They wrestled
with guilt. They knew
shame. And, tragically,
when they went to their re-
ligious leaders, they were
told, ‘Stop doing that! Be
better!” However, John said
something else. When they
talked with John, they un-
burdened themselves of

that weight of regret and
shame. They confessed to
their sins that had weighed
them down and left them
feeling lost. And do you
know what John told them?
He assured them of their
forgiveness!

Help me to trust in my Savior
Jesus for his forgiveness to-
day and every day. Amen.

Whatever guilt or shame
has brought regret into
your life, confess it. Open
your heart to God and con-
fess that sin. Because
when we do that, God
promises that he has for-
given us because of our
Savior, Jesus Christ. Jesus
has paid for all the things
you regret, and he promis-
es that you and | are loved
and wanted by him.

Want more daily devotions?
| get them here!

Prayer:

Dear Jesus, forgive me for
my past missteps and fail-
ures. | am sorry for them.

John'’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and
he had a leather belt around his waist. His
food was locusts and wild honey. People went
out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and
the whole region of the Jordan. Confessing
their sins, they were baptized by him in the
Jordan River.

Matthew 3:4-6


https://wels.net/serving-you/devotions/daily-devotions/

