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call Miss Rachel Veith to teach grade 3.  
Currently, Miss Veith is serving at St. 
John’s in Watertown, WI.  I know we con-
tinually ask, but please pray for Miss Veith 
and both the school in Watertown and St. 
Matt’s.  We know God hears all our pray-
ers, and answers them in his perfect tim-
ing! 

 
 Pizza Tomorrow 

The K-8 kids will be having pizza tomorrow 
for lunch before the Christmas parties!  
There is a suggested donation of $2/child, 
but please just donate as you are able!  
Thank you!   

 
Junior Choir 

Rehearsals will continue on Monday, Janu-
ary 9 from 3:45-4:30.  
 

Basketball  
Practice today only goes until 5:00 for 
BOTH teams. After Christmas break, the 
first practice back will be on January 5 
4:00-5:10/5:30. The game/practice sched-
ule for the new year will be handed out at 
practice today. If you did not receive one 
today, please contact Miss Rosenbaum. 
Please note that there could be changes to 
it as we are still trying to schedule some 
more games. Thank you! 

 
Adult Basketball League 

There is no adult basketball today. We will 
not be doing adult basketball during the 
holiday break. We will continue on January 
5th. It will be at the Nazarene Church’s 
gym (9004 N Country Homes Blvd, Spo-
kane, WA 99218) and we plan to start 
around 5:30.   

 
Piano Recital 

Our piano students will be having a recital 
TONIGHT

 
at 5:30PM.  Anyone is welcome 

Reverse Advent Calendar 
Check page five for the list of items 
we are collecting for the reverse ad-
vent calendar!  You still have some 
time to clear out your pantry and 
bring items to school tomorrow!  All 
items will be donated to 2nd Harvest 
after Christmas.  Thank you!  

 
 Apparel Orders 

Reminder that apparel orders will be 
in TODAY, so please pick them up 
with your child’s teacher!  (Orders will 
be with the oldest child in school) 
 

Special Holiday Services 
If you are looking for a place to wor-
ship during the Christmas Break, we 
have several special worship oppor-
tunities:   
Christmas Eve — 6pm 
Christmas Day — 10am 
New Year’s Eve — 6pm 
New Year’s Day — 10am 

 
Christmas Program 

Thoughts 
Thank you to everyone who made 
our Christmas program a reality!  
What a beautiful message for all to 
hear!  We can live life without fear 
thanks to our gracious God, who sent 
Jesus to save us all!  We are so 
thankful to the children—you ALL 
worked SO HARD to have your 
memorizations and songs well re-
hearsed!  We are also thankful to you 
parents!!!  Thanks for all your work 
helping the children prepare!  Finally, 
thanks to all those behind the scenes 
who helped decorate, organize, and 
make sure things ran smoothly.  Our 
musicians also deserve a huge thank 
you — Barb Nollmeyer, Fiona Metz-
ger, and Peggy Thorpe (who gra-

ciously stepped 3 days before the pro-
gram after Barb became sick!)   
 
We could not have done this program 
without each and every one of you, so 
THANK YOU from the bottom of our 
hearts!   
 
If you would like to share the service 
with friends, please do so using this 
link (or the QR code below).  

 

Christmas Break 
God’s richest blessings to you over this 
Christmas Break!  Enjoy your time with 
family as you celebrate the birth of the 
Christ-child — come to earth to save 
sinners like you and me!  There is no 
greater joy than that!  Prayers for safe-
ty and peace during this extended 
break, and we pray you return well-
rested on Wednesday, January 4! 

 
Small Group Bible Study 

Church member Carl Burgeson will be 
putting together a small group bible 
study opportunity beginning hopefully 
in January.  Dates and times TBD 
based on interest and availability.  
Please reach out to Carl if interested 
and let him know when you are availa-
ble.  (715)308-5098 

 
3rd Grade Teacher 

On December 4, our voters decided to 

December 19-January 3 

https://youtu.be/OPm35KHXyBM
https://youtu.be/OPm35KHXyBM


 

 

 

 

 

 

Classroom News 

Preschool News 
Mrs. Donna Driesbach (509.638.5361) 

What an absolutely AMAZING Christmas program the kids had on Sunday!!  We heard them proclaim the birth of Jesus - it was 
SO beautiful and SO special!!  The Christmas story told by the children is priceless!!  They just sang and spoke from their 
hearts!!  All of heaven was rejoicing!!  Thank you to all of the preschool families for showing your love and support!!  Someone 
counted 380 people at this program!!  What a blessing to have used this facility and to have all of you present!!  Thank you SO 
much!!  What a fantastic program!! 
 
We still have Christmas in our preschool classroom!!  Christmas trees are EVERYWHERE!!  We finished up our parent pre-
sents this week and wrapped them.  Merry Christmas!!  Some of the classes had fun decorating snowflake ornaments for their 
own trees at home.  Some of the other classes made some macaroni wreaths.  Christmas is EVERYWHERE!!  What a beautiful 
week!!   
 
Most of our preschool centers remain the same - watercoloring in the Art Center and our life-size felt tree in the Drama Center 
for the children to decorate.  We changed up the Listening Center and added a new book and CD, "Grumpy Badger's Christ-
mas".  How does Badger change from being grumpy to happy during the Christmas season?  The children can listen to the 
story and find out!! 
 
The preschool children have parties today and tomorrow!!  Thank you to everyone for bringing a food item for the party and also 
a wrapped book for our exchange. What a beautiful time we have together - we always capture some amazing Kodak Mo-
ments!!  A HUGE thank you to the parents for your help with our parties - you guys are SO amazing and SO appreciated!!  You 
make our parties a beautiful success!!  
 
During our first week back to school in January, we will focus on the letter "Mm".   Four year old classes, please bring an item 
from home for show 'n' tell that starts with "Mm"!!  The bible verse we will be memorizing in class that week is Luke 11:28, 
"Hear the word of God." 
 
Have a very blessed Christmas season with family and friends!!  See you in the New Year!! 

 

Kindergarten News 
Miss Rachel Taasaas (360.271.5201) 

Nightly Homework: 

 Read for 20 minutes.  Fill out the December calendar.  Make sure to keep reading over our Christmas break.  The 
January Book it calendar will be sent home when we get back from Christmas break.  

 
Memory Work: 
January 5 - Call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you will honor me.” Psalm 50:15 
 
Yellow Folder- I will be sending home your child’s yellow folder today.  Please make sure to return it tomorrow, December 16, 
that way you won’t have to worry about losing it over Christmas Break.   
 
Baby wipes- Once again we are in need of some Costco brand baby wipes.  If you are able to donate some I would appreciate 
it.   
 
Christmas Program- Thank you for working so hard with your child on memorizing their lines for the program!  They did such a 
wonderful job!  
 
Missing mitten- If your child is missing a black mitten with a zipper on the side it is in my room.   

 
Have a wonderful break! Merry Christmas! 
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to attend and support the students!  
Please speak with Holly Roberg if 
you have any questions!   
 

Zags Game Viewing Party 
On December 28 at 2pm, St. Mat-
thew will be getting together to watch 
the Zags play at the Garland Thea-
ter!  Viewing is free, but feel free to 
bring money for drinks/snacks.  
Hope to see many of you there!  GO 
ZAGS!   
 

Snowshoe Outing  
On January 21st, Pastor West is ar-
ranging a snowshoe outing for anyone 
interested!  Time TBD, but the outing 
should last between 2-3 hours.  Bring 
your own snowshoes.  Look in the 
newsletter for detail updates!   
 

January Calendar 
We are right back at it once break is 
over!  Please take a look at the calen-
dar for January by using the link or the 
QR code to the right. 

 

https://school.stmatthewspokane.org/calendars.html


1st Grade News 
Mrs. Kelly West (509.362.4916) 

Dear First Grade Families, 
I can't believe it's almost Christmas! The children did a wonderful job with their program on Sunday. Thanks for all the hard 
work! 
We will have our Christmas party this Friday from noon until 3:30. Thanks for signing up to bring food! For the gift exchange, 
please buy a gift for $5 or less for a child of the same gender as your child. Please wrap the present and address it to "a girl" or 
"a boy." Please do not put who it's from on the tag. Please bring the food and gift on Friday morning. Thanks! 
Have a wonderful and relaxing Christmas break! We thank God for the gift of his Son, Jesus! 

 

2nd Grade News 
Miss Erika Rosenbaum (269.326.5437) 

Christlight/Memory Work 

 1/5 - Matthew 18:20 
 Please read the Bible stories from this week(God Helps His People in the Desert; God Gives the 10 commandments; The 

Golden Calf) with your child during the weekend and sign the yellow sheet in the orange folder. 
Homework 

 I encourage you to read 20 minutes a day over the break. Make sure to be adding your minutes to your December Book-It 
Calendar. I encourage you to also take AR tests once your child finishes a book. 

 Continue to work through the extra math program.  
 Spelling will start back up the week of Jan. 9th. 
Extra Notes 

 Water bottles and jackets need to be brought everyday. Make sure your child is also bringing the proper utensils needed 
for his or her lunch.  

 Our Christmas party is tomorrow! Please make sure to bring your item that you signed up for. If you haven’t brought a 
wrapped gift yet, make sure to bring that tomorrow as well.  

 December Book-It calendars will be due by January 5th. January calendars will be handed out on January 4th. Please 
keep track of the first few days of January on a separate sheet. Thanks for reading! 

 

3rd-4th Grade News 
Mrs. Michelle Most (832.212.9102) 

Math - It would help if your child is able to complete Xtramath over the break.   This is our best way to practice our math facts, 
especially multiplication for the third graders who are just beginning to learn all their multiplication facts.  We will be starting 
division when we come back from Christmas break. 
 
Christmas Party - Thank you for helping us have a great party by signing up and donating!  Can’t wait to have some fun! 
 
Christmas Eve & Christmas Day Services - Please join us Christmas Eve @ 6pm and Christmas Day @ 10am.   
 
Extra Notes: 

 I pray y’all have a very blessed celebration of our Saviour’s birth and a blessed New Year!  I look forward to seeing every-
one in 2023! 

 December Book-it calendars will be due on January 4th.  Please record the first few days of January on a post-it to be rec-
orded once the January calendar comes home. 

 
Have a blessed Christmas and New Year!  

 

5th-6th Grade News 
Mr. Glenn Metzger (734.788.4637) 

"Give thanks to the Lord for he is good; his love endures forever." -Psalm 118:1 This Christmas season, it's easy to get caught 
up in all the fun (or drama) surrounding the holiday. Don't forget the goodness of God and his enduring love! 
 
Both math classes are taking tests this week. The 6th grade class finished up their chapter, and the 5th grade class is taking 
half the test now. They will finish the other half of the test after Christmas break when we finish the chapter. In Science we are 
learning about Newton's Laws of Motion and how to see them in action through videos and labs. In Social Studies, we are com-
ing toward the end of our study of Ancient Egypt. In English, our essays are wrapping up. Finally, in our religion classes, we 
have reached the plagues during the story of Moses and the third commandment in Faith Foundations. 
 
I will be coming into school next week from the 19th & the 22nd to work in the classroom from 9:00-noon. If your student has 
been sick or absent lately and would like quiet study time, or needs some help with catching up on work, please get in touch 
with me and I'd be happy to host them during those times. 
 
The class Christmas party is this Friday. Please remember to bring a gift for the gift exchange if your student wants to partici-
pate.  
 
Finally, have a Merry Christmas! 
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7th-8th Grade News 
Mr. Jacob Biebert (715.402.0094) 

Merry Christmas! I wanted to take a moment to thank you for all the support you have shown our school this year. We could not 
function as a school without your help, and our recent Christmas program was a perfect example of that. I feel so blessed to 
have had so much help transporting children, and also to have had support through your attendance. 
 
I pray that you have a blessed break as you focus on celebrating the birth of the Christ child, our Savior. I hope you get an op-
portunity to spend time with family and relax, but even more so, I hope your family is able to worship our Savior. 
 
Thank you for all the kind words and Christmas wishes that you have offered to my family. So, from my family and from the 
faculty at St. Matthew, we would all like to wish you a very safe and Merry Christmas!  
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Your Christmas 
List 

Are you finished with your 
Christmas list? Not the 
Christmas list that includes 
all of the presents that you 
intend to buy for everyone 
else, not the Christmas list 
that allows you to cross off 
a name once a purchase is 
complete, not the Christ-
mas list that constantly re-
minds you of the one per-
son who is so difficult to 
shop for. Are you finished 
with your own Christmas 
list—the list of presents 
you would like to receive? 
Children are great at mak-
ing such lists, but if you 
were to make one, what 
would be on the top of the 
list? What present would 
you like to receive this 
Christmas? 

How about hope? Would 
that be on your list? 

How about joy? Would that 
be on your list? 

How about peace? Would 
that be on your list? 

If these gifts are on your 
list, where could they be 
purchased? Who could buy 
them for you? Who would 
give them to you? 

 

Whether they are on your 
list or not, these gifts are 
yours. The God of hope 
gave them to you. His Son 
bought them at a place 
called Calvary and paid for 
them with his precious 
blood and with his innocent 
death. Through Jesus, God 
gave you the sure hope of 
eternal life in heaven. He 
gave you the joy of a close 
relationship with him based 
on his gift of peace through 
the full and free for-
giveness of your sins. 

These are better than any 
gifts you will receive this 
Christmas! 

 

Prayer: 
God of hope, fill me with all 
joy and peace as I trust in 
you so that I may overflow 
with hope by the power of 
the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

Want more daily devotions?   

I get them here!   
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May the God of hope fill you with all joy 
and peace as you trust in him, so that 

you may overflow with hope by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 

 
Romans 15:13  

https://wels.net/serving-you/devotions/daily-devotions/

