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Upcoming Dates 
December 

1-5  Children’s Winter Clothing Swap 

1-5  Haxton Freezer Meal Drop-off 

4 Basketball/Cheer Practice 4-5:30pm 

— Madison Elementary 

4 Adult Basketball 5:30pm — Madison 

Elementary 

5 8:30am — Naz Gym Christmas Prac-

tice 

5 DC Hot Lunch — Nachos 

8 Junior Choir 3:45-4:30pm — Mrs. 

Most’s Room 

9 8:30am — Naz Gym Christmas Prac-

tice 

9 NO Cheer or Basketball Practices 

10 Advent Worship 3:45pm — DC Fund-

raiser Meal to Follow 

10 Watch “The Chosen” @ the 

Driesbach’s — 5:30pm 

11 Basketball/Cheer Practice 4-5:30pm 

— Madison Elementary 

11 Adult Basketball 5:30pm — Madison 

Elementary 

12 1:30pm — Naz Gym Christmas Prac-

tice 

12 Children’s Christmas Program 5:30pm 

13 Pokemon Christmas Party 

14 Youth Group @ Church 5:30-7pm 

16 Basketball/Cheer Practice 4-5:30pm 

— Naz Gym 

16 Piano Recital 5:30pm 

17 Advent Worship 3:45pm — DC Fund-

raiser Meal to Follow 

17 Watch “The Chosen” @ the 

Driesbach’s — 5:30pm 

18 Basketball/Cheer Practice 4-5:30pm 

— Madison Elementary 

18 Adult Basketball 5:30pm — Madison 

Elementary 

19 Christmas Parties! 

20 Christmas Break Begins! 

24 Christmas Eve Worship 6:30pm 

25 Christmas Day Worship 9am 

January 

5 Classes Resume 

Chapel Offering 
Our chapel total stands at $746.32!  
We are getting close to our goal of 
$825!  Thank you so much for continu-
ing to give your offerings to Meals on 
Wheels!   

 
Youth Group 12/14 

5th-12th grade!  Join us at the church 
from 5-7:30pm on December 14th! 
 

Haxton GoFundMe 
If you are able, another way to support 
the Haxton’s is to make a donation 
here.  Thank you for your prayers, 
financial support, meals, etc.  What a 
blessing it is to go through challenges 
in life with other loved ones to support 
and care for  each other! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Winter Clothing Swap 
We are continuing the swap until after 
school tomorrow.  All clothes will be 
donated after that.  Thank you so 
much to those of you that have partici-
pated!  I pray this swap was a bless-
ing to many!   

 
Children’s Christmas Service 
Our Christmas service is just over a 
week away — next Friday, December 
12th at 5:30pm!!!  You do not want to 
miss this absolutely beautiful service!  
The kids’ and teachers alike have 
been pouring their hearts and souls 
into this program in an effort to direct 
our focus on the most important rea-
son we celebrate Christmas — our 
Savior Jesus Christ!  Please invite 
your family and friends to come to the 
service!   

 
Junior Choir 

Junior choir will be singing at the Ad-
vent service on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 10th, at 3:45. I will be having them 
go over to the church with me around 
3:25 so we can get settled and warm 
up in the balcony. Please join us for 
worship and dinner after the service 
provided by the DC trip children.  

 

Basketball/Cheer 
Schedule for next week: 

 12/9 - NO PRACTICE 

 12/11 - practice 4:00-5:30 at 
Madison Elementary 

  
Adult Basketball 

Schedule for next week: 

 12/9 - NO ADULT BASKET-
BALL 

 12/11 - 5:30-7:00 at Madison 
Elementary 

 

Christmas Practices @ The 
Naz 

We still have the following practices 
over at SFNAZ — Tomorrow 8:30-
10am, Tuesday 12/9 8:30-10am, Fri-
day 12/12 1:30-3:30pm.  Please re-
member:  if it’s an am practice — drop 
off at the Naz; if it’s a pm practice — 
pick up at the Naz.  Thank you!   

 
Advent Worship 

These services help us focus on Christ 
during the busy season leading up to 
Christmas.  We still have 2 more ser-
vices are held on 12/10 and 12/17 at 
3:45pm, with a meal provided by the 
DC kids to follow the service.  Please 
join us for worship after school on 
those days!   

 
DC Hot Lunch 

Tomorrow!  If you signed up for a hot 
lunch tomorrow is your lucky day — no 
need to pack a lunch!! Woohoo!  

 
Tiny Timber 

He’s inside this week — not ready for 
the cold weather!  Pic on page 6. 

 
Snow Tubing Event 

We have arranged a fun tubing event 
on January 19th at Riverview Bible 
Camp!  Save the date — this event will 
cost $30/person. 
 

Opportunities to Give 
If you are looking for ways to give back 
this Christmas season, St. Matthew 
has a couple of options — each year, 
we put together an Advent food drive.  
You can find more details in the flyer 
below.  We are also hosting a Christ-
mas giving tree in the church — if you 
would like to pick a name from the tree, 
please do so!  Deadline to return the 
gift is December 14th.  Thank you!  

Birthdays This Week (& Last!) 

November December 

24 Mary Gurung             1   Emma Casey  

26 Easton Courtney       2   Evan Munro 

26 Darrell Quarles, Jr.    4   Josey Biebert  

27 Miss Karen                6   Brandon Stewart 

29 Callie Agostinelli        6  Trentin Le 

God Bless you on your birthday and the 
whole year through! 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/support-for-baby-arias-heart-transplant-journey?attribution_id=sl:aa9415f6-f788-459e-9dc2-9336d132da20&lang=en_US&ts=1763568947&utm_campaign=fp_sharesheet&utm_content=amp17_te&utm_medium=customer&utm_source=facebook
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Classroom News 

Preschool News 
Mrs. Donna Driesbach (509.638.5361) 

Welcome back to preschool!!  I hope you all had a great Thanksgiving Break!!  What a week we have had!!  Christmas is all 
around preschool!!  Handprint turkeys are coming down and Christmas trees are going up!!  But wait . . . we had fun this week 
creating our Countdown to Christmas - Christmas chains!!!!  Your kiddos are amazing at building beautiful chains!!  SO 
COOL!!!   Please have them cut/tear one loop off of their chain every day!!  Then, we are one day closer to Christmas 
Day!!  They don't have to ask you how many days until Christmas!!  They can see with their own Christmas chains!!  You're 
welcome!! 
 
We had fun painting Christmas trees this week, too!!  We painted a green triangle, a brown trunk, and then had fun painting 
ornaments and a star on top of the tree!!  Check out these amazing trees in our classroom so soon!!!  It is beginning to look a 
lot like Christmas in preschool!! 
 
We have brand new centers in our classroom to help celebrate our Christmas Theme.  We have a life-size felt tree in our Dra-
ma Center that the children can decorate and redecorate with beautiful felt ornaments.  There is also a plastic Nativity set in our 
Science Center that the children can recreate the birth of our Savior in Bethlehem!!  What fun things we have in preschool to 
make Christmas come alive and be SO meaningful!! 
 
Please keep working with your kiddos on their Christmas memory work and the songs for our Christmas program!!  Every little 
bit that you do at home helps us even more in school!!!  Thank you!!! 
 
Our Preschool Bookstore is open now for Christmas gifts!!  Please purchase a book for our Christmas book exchange/party.  $5 
for each book!!  Thank you!!  Cash or checks can be made out to me!!  Thank you!! 
 
Please watch for our Christmas Party sign up sheet!!  We sure would love your help in providing a special snack item to make 
our party extra fun!!  Thank You!!  It will be on my red cabinet next week!! 
 
Now that the weather is snowy and wet, please have your child pack a pair of slippers in their backpacks.  This way their feet 
can be warm and dry in our classroom!!  Thanks!! 
 
A LOOK AHEAD TO NEXT WEEK: 
 
*  Christ Light Bible Story:  "God Has a Special Message for Mary" 
*  Bible Memory Verse:  Luke 1:31  "Give him the name Jesus." 
*  Theme:  Christmas 
*  Letter of the Week:  "Ll" 
*  Snack Person:  3's AM  Leo    3's PM  Leo    4's AM  Monroe   4's PM  Ariel 
*  Upcoming Events:   Dec. 5  Christmas Program practice at the NAZ gym 8:30 - 10:00 am 
                                      Dec. 9  Christmas Program practice at the NAZ gym 8:30 - 10:00 am 
                                      Dec. 12  Christmas Program practice at the NAZ gym 1:30 - 3:30 pm 
                                      Dec. 12  Christmas Program - Naz church gym 5:30 pm 
                                      Dec. 15, 16  Green Day 
                                      Dec. 18, 19  Christmas Parties!! 
                                      Dec. 22 - Jan 2  Christmas Break 
                                      Jan. 5 - Classes Resume 
 
Have a magical weekend with your family!! 

 

Kindergarten News 
Miss Rachel Taasaas (360.271.5201) 

Growth Mindset of the Week: I don’t stop until I’m proud of myself. 

Word of the Week: capable 

Advent Devotions- Each afternoon we have been reading an advent devotion.   Ask your child about what the word advent 
means and what the name and meaning of the first candle we light is called.   

Nonsense words- You might have noticed some nonsense word sheets in your child’s yellow folder.  I would encourage you to 
have your child read those for extra practice and fluency.  You can even count it toward your Book it minutes.   

 Nightly homework:  

 Read with your child for 20 minutes.  Record the minutes on the December Book it calendar.   

 Practice Christmas memory work 

1st Grade News 
Miss Emma Mindock (920.515.0458) 

News for next week: Our Christmas service is coming up! We had our first practice at the Nazarene church this Wednesday, 
and there will be another on Friday, December 5 and Tuesday, December 9th in the morning! Drop off your child any time be-

Page 3 MIGHTY TIMBERS 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 



tween 8:10 and 8:30am with all their items for the school day, and then our designated drivers will bring them back to school 
after our practice time slot is up.  
 
A huge thank you to those who have already volunteered so much to make our Christmas special here in 1st grade! We have a 
tree with lights and ornaments, and we will have a fabulous Christmas party with lots of snacks and refreshments all thanks to 
you! :) 
 
Christlight: This week, the focus of our Bible stories was on showing great faith and what it means to trust in God with your 
whole heart. The Roman centurion whose servant Jesus healed and the persistence of the Gentile woman on the road showed 
us that we should be confident in our God's love and power. 
 
Math: Our next chapter is all about graphing! We review tally marks and tally charts by polling our classmates about their favor-
ite fruits. We then used real objects like cubes, bears, and counters to make a real graph modeling this information. We will be 
reading and creating picture and pictographs as well! 
 
Writing Workshop: We can write a paragraph! We are building our stamina and our organization in writing. We wrote an opin-
ion paragraph about the perfect Christmas gift. We had some strong opinions! ;) 
 
ELA (English Language Arts): We are studying l blends as well as high frequency words related to family. Our stories are full 
of l blends and characters who are family members! 
 
Science: We talked about God's design of our eyes and the purpose for having sight. We talked about various ways we can 
keep our eyes safe! 
 
Social Studies: We read about rules and laws, then compared and contrasted them. We sorted pictures with rules and laws, 
and then thought of a new rule we would like to create for our school and defended it! 
 
Homework next week: 

 Memory Work: Final Christmas memory work on green sheet 

 Spelling Words: snap, sled, swim, stop, stem, skip, spin, read, play, sing 

 Life Skill: Wrap a present! :)  

 Read with your child for 20 minutes 
 

2nd Grade News 
Miss Erika Rosenbaum (269.326.5437) 

News & Notes 
 Our next life skill will be baking a dessert in a mug tomorrow. Shaylyn Stewart is leading this life skill for us. 

Thank you for making sure your child has a mug for this activity. 
 The Christmas party letter went home before Thanksgiving. If you are able, please sign up to bring something 

for our party on December 19. I will remind you what you signed up for the week of the party! 
 We could use some more expo markers for our classroom stash. It doesn’t matter the color or size. If you 

would like to donate some to our room, we would greatly appreciate it! 
 Whenever more snow comes, please make sure to send your child with an extra bag to put their snow gear in 

at the end of the day so it doesn’t have to go into their backpack. Thank you! 
 The second graders read 7,432 minutes for November. This is 1,000 more than they read in October. Keep on 

reading! 
Learning Focus 
 Christlight - we learned about the stories “Jesus Appears in Glory” and “Jesus Comforts His Disciples” 
 Math -. We are still working on subtraction. This week we learned how to estimate differences, rewrite two digit 

subtraction, adding to check our answer, and chain of operations. 
 Handwriting - the kids reviewed the formation of letters N, M, H. Then they reviewed the last eight letters we 

have been working on: Uu, Ss, Bb, Pp, Rr, Nn, Mm, and Hh.  
 Social Studies - we are going back to unit three discussion on our working world. This week, we talked about 

goods and services, flow charts, and how our food gets from the farm to the grocery stores. 
 Science -.we took a break this week from science to get caught up on some social study items.  
 Reading - we are continuing to work on our station activities. Some kids are still working on Nate the Great 

activities, while others are reading “Schools Around the World”. Tomorrow, we will review how to use a diction-
ary as well as how to find the main idea of a passage. 

 Writing - this week we learned all about verbs - action, linking, present, past, future, and irregular verbs.  
Homework 
 Read 20 minutes a day. Add the minutes to the December book it calendar. 
 Xtramath - two-three times a week at home (weekend would be great!) 
 Spelling - We will be working on spelling words in our reading rotations. 
 Memory Work 
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 No memory work for next week. We will continue with the pink booklet after the Christmas program. 
 

3rd Grade News 
Miss Avery Broyles (208.995.3465) 

Memory Work a week ahead  
 12/9 - The First Commandment & The 4th Petition of the Lord’s Prayer 

 12/11 - 1 John 1:7b & Philippians 2:8b  

 12/12 - Mark 10:45 

 Please read the Bible stories from this week with your child (Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand & Jesus Walks on the Water) 
Homework 
 Read 20 minutes a day, and record it on the December calendar. 

 Xtramath daily  

 Christmas recitations 
Extra Notes  
 The Christmas program is a week away, our next Nazarene practice will be next tomorrow at 8:30.  

 We will be having a sock exchange at our Christmas party (December 19th) please spend no more than $10 on some holid 
socks (there is also a flyer by my door with the information) . Please wrap the socks before bringing them to the classroom. 
Girls will exchange with girls and boys with boys, so please make sure to indicate on the sock what gender it is for. The 
kids can start bringing their wrapped socks in the week of the party. The students are also allowed to wear their pajamas 
for the party.  

 We will also be playing the saran wrap ball game at our Christmas party, so if you would like to help gather items for that, I 
would really appreciate it. You could bring in things like; a pack of gum, fun erasers, $5 gift cards, candy, chapstick, fuzzy 
socks, little trinket toys etc.) I will put a sign up sheet in the classroom for anyone who would like to contribute.  

 As the weather starts getting colder, please send a coat with your child along with waterproof gloves and a hat.  

 Please make sure your child is taking home their sled at the end of the week so they are also able to enjoy it over the 
weekend.  

 Thank you to everyone who brought something for the waffle party last week, the kids had a blast! 

 
Enjoy your weekend!  

 

4th Grade News 
Mrs. Michelle Most (832.212.9102) 

Noteworthy Information 

 The Children’s Christmas Service is on Friday, December 12, at 5:30 PM.  

 The sign-up list for our classroom Christmas party is just inside the door of the classroom. I’ll try to post it outside at pick-up 
if the weather is nicer. 

 A note was sent home on Monday about our classroom stocking gift exchange.  They can begin bringing in their items any-
time, as the stockings are hung by the library with care. 

 We are also busy making our parents' Christmas gifts. Please send in a small (about 5x7) Christmas gift bag for your child 
to use to wrap those gifts in. It would be helpful. 

 
Learning Focus 
Word of God - This week’s focus has been on “Jesus teaches his disciples to trust him,” as explored in the lessons “Jesus 
feeds the 5,000” and “Jesus walks on water."  
Math - Chapter 4 -  Multiplying by one and two digits. Please look through your child’s papers.  Many are struggling with their 
multiplication facts, so when the regrouping digit is added, the math doesn’t calculate correctly. The test on Chapter 4 is next 
week on Friday. 
No Geometry lesson for this week due to the Christmas practice at The Naz gym. 
Social Studies - The next chapter for study is Early Immigration and Settlement. It looks at the different groups of people that 
came to settle in the Oregon Country, such as the missionaries and the American settlers coming on the Oregon Trail, and the 
impacts it had on the Native Americans of the area. The test over the learned material will be on Thursday, December 18. 
Science - Well, we are switching gears from the universe and technology to physical science with the study of heat energy. The 
assessment over the material learned will be on Tuesday, December 16. 
Reading - We are halfway through the classic, Little House on the Prairie by Laura Ingalls Wilder.  It is not only a great read, 
but it also correlates with our learning about travelling west in Social Studies. We found out that digging a well was hard and 
dangerous work, as was building your house from logs. 
English/Writing - This week and next, we will be focusing on Autumn descriptive writing. 
Spelling - Spelling List 9 test is tomorrow. List 10 will be going home today. 

Have a blessed week in the Lord! 
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5th-6th Grade News 
Mr. Jacob Biebert (715.402.0094) 
Mrs. Sue Zabel (941.201.7897) 

I hope you had an amazing Thanksgiving break and enjoyed your first week back to a regular routine. I apologize for not getting 
the details out to you sooner about the Christmas gift exchange and Christmas party. However, as of today, all of those things 
and their details should be in your child’s hands. They should have the name of the person who they are the secret Santa 
for…..shhhhh it’s a secret. They should also have been sent out home with a sheet that has that person’s likes, hobbies, etc. 
They should also have been given an item to bring to our Christmas party. The party will take place on December 19 th. Please 
let me know if you have any questions about any of this.  

Here is next week’s memory work schedule. I have also handed the students their sheets for this memory work: 

NOOOOOOO Memory Work! We will be reviewing Christmas program materials before our service on Friday. 

GCFs, LCMs was where math 5 was this week. Neither of these things are terribly hard concepts all by themselves, but when 
you put them together……..pure and utter chaos! I have been showing the kids how to use factor trees to find both of these 
things in preparation of the kids being asked to find both items at a much more difficult level in the near future.  

Math 6 was back from break working on multiplying and dividing integers, which are the two easiest operations to do with inte-
gers. We also reviewed subtracting integers, because that seemed to be the operation that the kids struggled with the most.  

We identified some of the layers of Satire in Frindle this week. We identified why authors use satire, and some common areas 
in everyday life where satire makes an appearance. I enjoyed re-looking over all of the kids “Word Creation Posters” over 
break. Your children can be very creative 

Please make sure that your child brings their snow stuff home every week. I am trying to avoid jackets, boots, and snowpants 
being left behind that suddenly no one knows who they belong to……I am also trying to avoid the smell of rotting snow 
clothes…..many the smell I am trying to avoid. So, if you could remind your children to grab their snow stuff at the end of each 
week to take home and air out, then I would greatly appreciate it.  

God’s blessings to all of you on your weekends. We are looking to do a little bit more celebrating of Josey’s birthday this week-
end, since we won’t get a ton of opportunity during the week. Every year my children get older only reminds me that I am also 
getting older. We will see you next week! 

 

7th-8th Grade News 
Mr. David Zabel (941.201.7896) 

This week the students studied the topic “I Live for My Savior Who Died and Lives for Me!” Their memory work for this week 
was 1 Peter 3:18, 1 Peter 4:1,2. 

The seventh-grade math class has learned to work with fractions and mixed fractions. They solved addition, subtraction, and 
multiplication problems involving fractions. They also learned to compare and order fractions. 

The 8.1 math class has continued to work on inequalities. They will have completed this chapter and will begin to review for a 
test early next week.  

The 8.2 math class has finished chapter thirteen which dealt with different types of graphs. The three of them took a test on the 
chapter and began working on the last chapter of their current math book. 

In the Washington History the class finished chapter six last week and began chapter seven this week. They have read about 
the Great Depression, the New Deal and will read about World War II. The students have learned how these events affected 
the state of Washington. 

In Language class, the students have begun a unit on writing. The are learning how to begin, write, and proofread their exposi-
tory paragraphs. 

In Literature the students have finished the “Giver.” They will start a new book, “Bridge to Terabithia” next week.  

In Science class the students have learned about the skeletal, muscular, and nervous systems this week. 

Because of Christmas practices this week, we may not get to everything this week. 

Have a great weekend in the Lord, 

Mr. Zabel 
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He’s Almost Here! 

Have you ever waited at 
the airport for someone 
special? You scan the 
crowd. Your heart jumps 
every time someone 
comes around the corner. 
You can’t wait to see their 
face. You yearn to give 
them the warmest em-
brace. 

That’s the kind of eager 
longing captured in the fi-
nal words of the Bible. Je-
sus declares, “Yes, I am 
coming soon.” The Church 
responds, “Amen. Come, 
Lord Jesus.” 

Advent is a season that 
focuses on this longing. 
We reflect on how Jesus 
first came in humility—born 
in a farming town, wrapped 
in rags, and laid in a feed-
ing trough. He came not to 
be served, but to serve—to 
walk among us, to suffer 
with us, and to save us. 
We also look forward to his 
promised return. Whenever 
that is, he won’t come in 
weakness. He will come in 
power and glory to make 
all things new. 

The world desperately 
needs this renewal. We 
need this renewal. We’re 
tired of suffering. Tired of 
sin. Tired of bad news. 
While we yearn for the 
peace and justice only Je-
sus can bring, our weari-

ness makes it easy to grow 
numb, distracted, or dis-
couraged. That’s why we 
need this promise: “I am 
coming soon.” These 
words renew our hope and 
give us a clear focus. 

Yet, what does “soon” 
mean? From our perspec-
tive, it may not always 
seem fast, but it is certain. 
Jesus isn’t dragging his 
feet. He hasn’t forgotten 
us. He’s giving more peo-
ple time to come to know 
him. His delay is not a sign 
of neglect, but of mercy. 

Rest assured, Jesus, our 
Savior, is coming. He is 
closer now than ever be-
fore, and he will not be 
late. 

While we wait, we live in 

hope. We listen to his Word, 
and we take it to heart—
living in daily repentance for 
our sin and trust in God’s sal-
vation. 

Prayer: 

Lord Jesus, you promised to 
return, and I believe you. 
Keep my heart ready, my 
hope alive, and my eyes lift-
ed. Come quickly! Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Want more daily devotions?   
I get them here!   
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He who testifies to these things says, 
“Yes, I am coming soon.” Amen. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
 

Revelation 22:20  

https://wels.net/serving-you/devotions/daily-devotions/

