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tunity to stock up your home library very 

inexpensively! 

Thank you K-2! 
Thank you so much grades K-2 for singing 
in church this past Sunday!  I heard so 
many good things about how beautiful you 
sounded, and it was a wonderful addition 
to our worship service! We are always so 
thankful to see so many extra faces at 
church!  

 
Pinot’s Palette Night 

Our Pinot’s Palette fundraiser was a huge 
success!  What an amazing night with 
friends to raise money for the playground! 
Not only was it an absolute blast, we 
raised over $700!  A very special thank 
you to Lara Ramsay for organizing this 
event for St. Matthew!!   
 
If you have a great idea for a fundraiser for 
the school, please let us know!  We would 
love to do more things like this!  It’s a great 
way to have fun, stay connected, and raise 
money all at the same time!    

 
 Night with the Chiefs 

St. Matthew is hosting a night with the 
Spokane Chiefs on February 10th and 
again on March 10th.  Please check out the 
details here or there is a flyer with a QR 
code on page 5!  We hope you can join us 
for these fun games!  Note, at check out 
make sure you have selected tickets from 
the date drop down icons!   

 
Moms and Muffins 

Thank you to everyone who gave us 
sharpies for our event. We appreciate your 
help in making the night possible! Hope 
you all had a great time!  

 
Junior Choir 

Rehearsal on Monday, February 6 from 
3:45-4:30. 

Mission Offering 
Third quarter offerings are being giv-
en to Spokane’s Teen & Kid Closet.  
You can click the link or use the QR 
to be taken to their website for more 
details!  We are very excited to share 
our resources with an amazing or-
ganization that helps many children 
in need.  Last week, we began third 
quarter, and have already given 
$76.84 in offerings!  Thank you for 
your generous giving!   

 
 

Thrivent  
Looking for ways to begin gaining 
some financial clarity?  Thrivent is 
here to help!  School dad Zach Sau-
gen works with Thrivent and recently 
met with us to discuss an online tool 
that Thrivent created to help coach 
people to make wise spending deci-
sions—Money Canvas.  This pro-
gram is free to use, and will connect 
you to an online coach for healthier 
budgeting.  Please take a look using 
the link provided or the QR code 
below.  Further questions can be 
directed to Zach Saugen at 
zach.saugen@thrivent.com 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Re-Enrollment OPEN!! 
We have begun the re-enrollment pro-
cess for 23-24!  You should have been 
emailed a link specific to your children 
to log in and re-enroll.  If you did not 
receive it, send Jacob an email at prin-
cipal@stmatthewspokane.org  
 
Thank you so much for taking the time 
to re-enroll early so we have extra time 
to plan our classrooms and budget for 
next school year!  Your assistance is 
so appreciated!!  
 
If you run into any issues when you log 
on to TADS, please let us know right 
away so we can have it resolved.  
There have been many changes to this 
site since last year, so thank you for 
your patience while we work out any 
necessary kinks :) 

 
Book Donations Needed 

 I am going to read the novel Hatchet 
by Gary Paulsen with grades 5-6.  Do 
you have a copy at home that we could 
use?  I’m having a hard time finding 
cheap copies on the internet.  Thank 
you!  Mrs. Schultz 

 
Book Fair  

We were hoping to have a Scholastic 

Book Fair this year but with our lack of 

space it’s just not possible right now.  

However, we still plan on having a 

book fair!  Bring in gently used books 

to your child’s classroom anytime be-

tween now and February 17th.  We 

need books for all ages!  During the 

week of February 27th books will be 

available for purchase: hard cover $1 

and paper back 50 cents.  All money 

raised will go toward our school play-

ground.  This is always a great oppor-

https://spokanechiefsgroups-com.3dcartstores.com/St-Matthew-Lutheran-Church-Hockey-Nights_p_974.html?utm_source=St+Matthew+Weekly+Email+List&utm_campaign=692147531c-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_05_17_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d1744cea99-692147531c-5529109
https://spokanechiefsgroups-com.3dcartstores.com/St-Matthew-Lutheran-Church-Hockey-Nights_p_974.html?utm_source=St+Matthew+Weekly+Email+List&utm_campaign=692147531c-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_05_17_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d1744cea99-692147531c-5529109
https://www.teenkidcloset.org/
https://www.thrivent.com/generosity/money-canvas


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Classroom News 

Preschool News 
Mrs. Donna Driesbach (509.638.5361) 

What a crazy cool week we are having!!  We have a brand new theme that we are focusing on in our classroom, now:  Our Five 
Senses!!  God blessed us with 5 amazing senses so we can enjoy His beautiful world!!   
 
Monday and Tuesday, we had some fun smelling different things in Ziploc bags:  garlic, oregano, perfume, onions, coffee, cin-
namon, etc.  The children had a great time sniffing and guessing what the item was in each bag. 
 
Wednesday and Friday was/is our Pajama Day!!  We are covering the letter "P", so of course, we need to have a party!!  Pa-
jamas, Pancakes, Pillows, Parade - absolutely!!  It doesn't get better than this!!  What a FUN day for all!!  We even got to (get 
to) lay down in Circle Time with our blankets and pillows!!  We NEVER get to do that!! 
 
Today is Groundhog's Day!!  Of course, we had to celebrate that, too - with a decorated headband and a special craft!!  Did 
Puxatawny Phil, our infamous Groundhog, see his shadow??  Ask your child!! 
 
With our new theme, comes new centers.  We have water beads in our Sensory Center.  The children can feel them or scoop 
them into bowls.  These are always SO amazing!!  Our Listening Center has our book, "If You Give a Pig a Pancake".  It's "Pp" 
week - perfect book for the kids this week!!  Pigs and Pancakes!!  Our Drama Center is now an eye doctor's station.  The chil-
dren can try on glasses and "check" their vision with the "optometrist"!!  
 
Be sure to have your child share with you the 5 Senses Song we have been learning in school!!  We will be singing our song 
this week and next week!! 
 
Please, if you can, bring a package of baby wipes to school.  Our supply is running low and we just need enough to get us to 
the end of the year!!  Thank you SO much!!  
 
Don't forget that empty cereal box, too!!  If you happen to have any extras, please bring one in for a friend!! 
 
Our bible verse for next week is Psalm 50:15  "Call upon me in the day of trouble." 
 
Our letter of the week next week is "Qq" - tough letter for show 'n' tell.  Have fun with this one, four year old classes!! 
 
Have a beautiful weekend with your family!!  Can't wait to see you next week!! 
 

Kindergarten News 
Miss Rachel Taasaas (360.271.5201) 

Nightly Homework: 

 Read for 20 minutes.  The February book it calendar was sent home on yesterday.  Please return the January calendar by 
tomorrow, February 3.  Any students who earned a pizza coupon will receive it in their yellow folder next week.   
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Basketball  
New schedules were handed out this 
week. Hopefully this will be the last 
new schedule handed out. If you 
didn’t get one, please let Miss Ros-
enbaum know. First home game for 
A/B team on February 7. A team will 
be playing first at 3:30 with B team to 
follow at 4:45. Away game vs. 
Southside on February 9 for A team 
(3:45). Home game vs. Summit for B 
team at 3:30. Parents need to notify 
teachers if you plan to take other 
kids out of school to attend the 
game. Let Miss Rosenbaum know as 
soon as possible if your child needs 
a ride to practices or games before 
the day of!  
 

5-8 Basketball Conces-
sions, Book, Clock Help 

Thank you to everyone who reached 
out to help! Miss Rosenbaum will be 

in touch with you about what day 
you are scheduled for. Please reach 
out with any questions (269-326-
5437).  
 

Adult League Basketball 
No adult basketball tonight! Please 
be aware that if the children have 
away games or late home games, 
there will be no adult basketball.  

 
February Calendar 

February is almost here!  Please 
check out the calendar and take 
note of important dates, especially 
RE-ENROLLMENT!  One change to 
note, preschool will visit kindergarten 
on February 22nd, not the 15th. 

 
Save the Date 

The junior choir has been asked to 
return to the Avista Stadium to sing 
the National Anthem for a Spokane 

Indians game! We are scheduled to 
sing on Friday, April 14th! Each child 
will need to be there by 5:45PM and 
the game begins at 6:35PM. I will 
have more information and details as 
we get closer to the date. If you have 
any questions, please contact 
Michelle Most (832)212.9102. 

https://school.stmatthewspokane.org/calendars.html


 Memory Work- Look the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world!   
John 1:29b (February 9) 

 Practice sight words: not, has, are, is, what, at, the, on, in 

 
Chapel envelopes- These were sent home yesterday.  There is enough for the month of February.  Please talk with your child 
about how much they would like to budget for offering.  This quarter our offering money will go toward Teen & Kid Closet.  This 
 
organization helps provide homeless kids with clothes.  We will be using our offering money to purchase new underwear for 
kids in need.  If you would like to purchase underwear you are more than welcome to bring that in as well!  
 
Speeding Tickets- If your child receives a speeding ticket on their work it means there is an error that we have discussed 
many times and they are quite possibly just rushing through their work.  If you see a circle in between their words (or some-
times their letters) it means the space is too big.  If you see a slash (/) that means there is not enough space between their 
words.  Nothing needs to be done with this speeding ticket.  Any tickets received means I spoke with your child and they are 
aware of the error.   
 
-at Word story- A sight word story is going home in your child’s yellow folder.  Please have them practice reading this story to 
you.   
 
100th Day/Valentine’s Day Parties- Please let me know if you have any questions about these 2 big days!  It has been in the 
newsletter for several weeks now.   

 

1st Grade News 
Mrs. Kelly West (509.362.4916) 

Hi first grade families! 
We will have a little Valentine's Day party on Tuesday, February 14th. starting around 1:30. Kinsley's mom will come do a craft 
with the kids. We really appreciate Sandy doing a craft with us! We will also exchange Valentines and treats. I sent home a list 
of all the students, but if you need another one, please let me know.  
Next week Tuesday, Feb. 7's memory work is The Fifth Commandment: You shall not murder. Next Thursday, Feb. 9's is The 
Sixth Commandment: You shall not commit adultery.  
Have a wonderful weekend! God's blessings to you! 

 

2nd Grade News 
Miss Erika Rosenbaum (269.326.5437) 

Christlight/Memory Work 

 2/7 - Matthew 6:33 
 2/9 - 1 Corinthians 10:31 
 Please read the Bible stories from this week (The Fall of Jericho; Achan’s Sin) with your child during the weekend and sign 

the PURPLE sheet in the orange folder. 
Homework 

 Read 20 minutes a day. Add the minutes to your February Book-It Calendar. I encourage you to also take AR tests once 
your child finishes a book. 

 Continue to work through the extra math program.  
 We will be working on the spelling rule called the rabbit rule. The rabbit rule is if there is one middle consonant after a short 

vowel in a 2 syllable word the middle consonant is doubled. These are the words for next week: rabbit, cotton, ladder, muf-
fin, tennis, puppet, lesson, kitten, butter, letter, button, and rubber.The spelling test will be on February 9. Make sure to be 
practicing these words with your child at home.  

Extra Notes 

 Water bottles, jackets, and gloves need to be brought everyday.  
 Thank you so much to everyone that came to sing this past Sunday. The kids sounded wonderful! 
 100th day of school and Valentine’s Day - A separate note went home last week. Make sure to be working on your boxes! 

Let me know if you have any questions. 
 Our life skill for the third quarter will be sewing on Valentine’s day.  
 February Book-It calendars were handed out yesterday. 

 

3rd-4th Grade News 
Mrs. Michelle Most (832.212.9102) 

Reading/Writing -  We have chosen our historical person for our informative reading & writing.  I only have so many resources 
in the classroom, but will glady run to the library to find more as needed.  If you are willing and able to take your child to the 
library to find sources on their person, that would be fabulous! I am hoping each child can have 2 sources besides using the 
internet for research. We will need the written resources by Monday, February 6.  Thank you! 
Some of the children are falling behind in their Accelerated Reading (A.R.) goals for the year.  Please encourage your child to 
be reading and taking the online tests for each book.  If you need the link, please let me know and they can take the quizzes at 
home also. I’ve sent home new goal sheets and recording sheets for the 3rd quarter. (Where has the time gone?)  
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Spelling/Vocabulary - We are learning about the meanings of prefixes and suffixes for the next few weeks.  This past week we 
learned the meanings of -less, -ment,  and - ness.  Next week we will be working on the prefixes in-, un-, dis-, and mis- and 
their meanings. 
 
Handwriting - Fourth graders are working on making cursive handwriting more proficient for them.  So we are using cursive in 
writing class and in Social Studies right now.  This may change at some point throughout the year.   
We have the opportunity to participate in the Zaner-Bloser National Handwriting Contest.  We had two winners in our school 
last year, so we are excited to see what we can do this year.  I sent out a practice sheet that your child can work on at  
 
home.  We will fill out the official sheet at school next week.   
 
Extra Notes:  

 Fish Hatchery Field Trip on Wednesday, February 15. A note was sent home yesterday about this.  Please ask your child 
for the information and permission slip if you did not receive it. 

 Valentine’s day lists and pizza boxes for your child to decorate as a mailbox for their classroom valentines during our par-
ty were sent home on Monday. Did someone say party? Please stop by to see if there is anything you can donate to bring 
for our Valentine’s day party.  Please do not send the boxes and valentines to school until the 14th.  We just don’t have 
room to store them.  Thank you! 

 February 13th is the 100th day of school.  We will be doing various activities throughout the day to celebrate.  One activity 
your child can participate in is to dress-up as their 100 year old selves. So get out those curlers and suspenders, dust off 
the walkers, and check out Pinterest for some great ideas if you get stuck. I can’t wait to see the creativity! 

 
Have a blessed weekend and see you on Monday!  

 
5th-6th Grade News 

Mr. Glenn Metzger (734.788.4637) 
"Blessed are those who hear the word of God and obey it." Luke 11:28 
 
Our memory work for this week includes the passage from Luke, along with wrapping up our memorization of the 2nd Article of 
the Apostles' Creed. Next week we will start working on the 3rd Article. We will also be taking our next Christ Light assessment 
next week, focusing on the life of Moses. In math, 5th grade is starting the next chapter on multiplying and dividing fractions, 
while 6th grade will be wrapping up their current chapter with a test. In science, we are taking a big jump from studying physics 
to studying living things, past and present. We are getting to write a narrative following the archetype of the "Hero's Journey" in 
english class, and in social studies, having just finished our study of Ancient Mesopotamia, we are going to take about a week 
to do a deep dive into the historical account of the Assyrian siege of Jerusalem. 
 
We will be having a small celebration for Valentine's Day. Students may bring in a treat/card for everyone in the class, which we 
will hand out near the end of the day. We have 24 students in class, so if you decide to participate, please include everyone. 
 

 

7th-8th Grade News 
Mr. Jacob Biebert (715.402.0094) 

A big thank you to Ron Landrus for stopping by to talk to the 7-8th grade students about gun safety for a second quarter life 
skill. The students were instructed on the 10 safety rules of handling a firearm, what to do if a friend tries to show you their fami-
lies’ guns, and many other topics. The information was very interesting and applicable with so many firearm accidents/tragedies 
taking place all over the country.    

Here is this week’s and next week’s memory work:  

Monday 2/6: John 1:1,14, John 1:17, John 17:3; Wednesday 2/8: John 20:31, John 1:29b; Thursday 2/9:Hymn 395:3-6; Friday 
2/10: John 3:16, John 3:17, John 15:5 

Both math groups are currently working on unit rates and proportion solving. The foundations algebra course has just started 
with it, and the fundamentals algebra group is very close to wrapping up this topic. Proportion solving and unit rate solving is 
such a fun and applicable math topic for everyday life. It helps you choose if you should get the family size of caramel m&m’s or 
the snack size…..yum! Obviously you are not sharing either! 

This week we got the opportunity to look at some of the other explorations that ventured into the Eastern Hemisphere. This 
included us looking at stops in Africa and Japan. We also briefly started looking at explorations into the Western Hemisphere 
which included us looking at stops in Middle America and South America. We are getting close to test time as well. More details 
will be coming in the future about this. 

We took our test on Fungi today, and next week will bring something entirely different. We will be taking some time to cover the 
human. We will spend 4 chapters covering topics like: Organization , Nutrition, and Digestion, our body systems, and health. 

God’s Blessings on your weekend! Enjoy the warmer temperatures this weekend! I’m looking forward to it! 
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Ultimate Relief 

The health maga-
zine, Elemental, published 
a compelling article about 
the human experience of 
relief. The article begins 
with a simple example that 
goes something like this. 
There is an itch on your 
back you are unable to 
reach. The discomfort is 
terrible. Finally, a trusted 
friend is able to reach the 
spot and scratch. The relief 
you feel is so great that 
your brain lights up in the 
same area that responds 
to addictive substances. 

But then the article goes 
on to speak of bigger 
things. Beyond relief of 
physical irritations like an 
itch, there is relief from an-
other kind of pain that’s far 
more significant. It quotes 
a neuroscience professor 
from Dartmouth College. In 
part, the professor says, 
“Every time you think about 
something that makes you 
feel dread or concern or 
shame, your [deep emo-
tional] pain is refreshed. 
And so relief from those 
negative experiences—for 
example, relief from…
years of intermittent sad-
ness, anger, dread, and 
embarrassment—can be 
profound.” 

Which brings us to the kind 
of relief that God describes 
in the Bible. In the Old Tes-
tament book of Zephaniah, 

God is speaking to souls 
who are facing dark, diffi-
cult days. As he does, 
however, he gives them an 
assurance. He assures 
them that a great relief is 
on the way. All the things 
that vex them, all the 
things that haunt, discour-
age, and weigh them 
down—all those things are 
temporary. As God de-
scribes it, one day his peo-
ple “will eat and lie down 
and no one will make them 
afraid.” In other words—
relief that is lasting and 
true. 

This Ultimate Relief has 
arrived. His name is Jesus 
Christ. On our behalf, he 
has lived a life of perfect 
goodness—the life you and 
I have failed to live. In our 
place, he has suffered and 
died to wash away our 
every wrong. Now, through 

faith in him, his full for-
giveness gives us a peace 
that surpasses understand-
ing. And one day, when we 
enter life eternal, we will ex-
perience full release from the 
presence and effects of sin. 
Relief that is lasting and true. 

Prayer: 
Heavenly Father, through 
your gospel remind me of the 
true relief I possess in your 
Son, Jesus. Amen. 

 

 

Want more daily devotions?   

I get them here!   
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They will eat and lie down, and 
no one will make them afraid. 

 
 

Zephaniah 3:13  

https://wels.net/serving-you/devotions/daily-devotions/

