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School News

Welcome!!!
Welcome, welcome, welcome! What
an incredibly exciting time of year as
we all get back together again! We
are thankful to see so many familiar
faces, as well as many new ones!

We are incredibly grateful for the op-
portunity to partner with each of you
parents, grow closer to God and each
other, and serve you while also serv-
ing our Savior. What an honor it is for
us teachers and faculty to share God’s
love and mercy each day! THANK
YOU for your continued support.

Chapel Invite
This is a standing invitation that we
LOVE having parents/grandparents/
other family members join us for our
chapel services! Usually chapel is on
Thursday at either 8:45am or 1:00pm.
Next week Thursday chapel is at
8:45am. If you are free in the morn-
ing, please head over to church to
worship with us!

Tiny Timber
We are bringing back a classic! Turn
to page 2 to see a picture of the mys-
terious “Tiny Timber!” Starting next
week, we will be hiding him in various
locations around campus, both inside
and outside! Here are the rules: 1.
Tiny Timber will be hidden during the
day on Thursday. 2. Once you re-
ceive the newsletter on Thursday after
school, you can begin looking for Tiny.
3. The first person to find TT will grab
him, and bring him to a teacher (or to
me in the office) 4. If TT is returned
unharmed, you will be offered a prize!
5. If, for some reason, TT is not found
by the following newsletter, we will
give a clue until he is found.

Jupiter Issues & Plans to

Move Forward
As you may have experienced, we
have encountered some issues and
complexity with the billing and pay-
ments module in Jupiter. Originally, to
make the transition as seamless as
possible, we attempted to replicate the
billing setup that we had in TADS.
However, the Jupiter system does not
easily accommodate the same setup,
i.e. variable due dates. Many of our
families have experienced unexpected
late fees and confusion. After multiple

conversations with the Jupiter Support
team, all payments will now be due on
the 15th of the month. We have ex-
tended the grace period to 30 days in
order to accommodate those families
that would prefer a different due date.
Your family’s payment plan selection
(10-month, 12-month, 1x, 2x) will stay
the same. We will begin making
changes to families' payment plans
next week, before the 1% of the month.

We sincerely apologize for the confu-
sion. We are confident that this adjust-
ment will simplify the process for all
members of the community and felt it
was important to make this change at
the start of the school year. If you have
any questions or concerns, please feel
free to contact either Jacob (715)402-
0094 or Kayla (715)402-0114 or stop
by the office.

Parking Raffle
Do you like finding the farthest parking
space and walking through a busy
parking lot? NO??? Then purchase
your raffle tickets now for a chance to
win your very own PREMIER parking
space at St. Matthew!

Riverview Bible Camp Retreat
The last weekend in September will be
your most relaxing weekend of the
year! Speak with any of our teachers
or Pastor West for more information
about this wonderful church and school
outing!

Newsletter FAQs
Our weekly newsletter is loaded with
all you need to know to stay up to date
with the happenings at St. Matthew!
They are sent out each Thursday!
Your oldest child will receive a hard
copy, and it will also be sent to your
email as a link:) The first page will
have general school information, and
the following pages have information
written specifically from your child’'s
teacher related to their classroom.
Enjoy reading our humble attempt at a
newsletter from week to week!

Pokemon Club
If your child is interested in participat-
ing in the Pokémon Club, please have
them sign up with their teacher or with
Mrs. Most by tomorrow. Our first meet-
ing will be on Friday, September 5 from
3:45-5:00.

The Timber Times
August 21st, 2025

Upcoming Dates

August

22 Parking Raffle Closes!

25 K-4 Soccer Info Meeting — Miss Ros-
enbaum’s Room 3:45pm

28 5-8 Soccer Info Meeting — Miss Ros-

enbaum’s Room 3:45pm

September

No School — Labor Day

2  First Day of PreK4!

2 5-8 Soccer Practice 4-5:30pm — An-
drew Rypien Field

4  5-8 Soccer Practice 4-5:30pm — An-
drew Rypien Field

5 First Day of PreKa3!

5 Pokemon Club 3:45-5pm — Church
Basement

8 K-4 Soccer Practice 3:45-4:45pm —
Linwood Park

9  5-8 Soccer Practice 4-5:30pm — An-
drew Rypien Field

11 5-8 Soccer Practice 4-5:30pm — An-
drew Rypien Field

12 Pokemon Club 3:45-5pm — Church
Basement

—_

K-4 Soccer
Practices will be held on Mondays starting
September 8. They will run from 3:45-4:45
at Linwood Park. There is an informational
meeting held next week Monday, August
25 at 3:45 in Miss Rosenbaum’s Room
(building A). A fee of $5 will be collected at
that meeting. Please plan to attend.
Thanks!

5-8 Soccer
Soccer is right around the corner. Practic-
es will start on September 2 at Andrew
Rypien Field from 4:00-5:30. There is an
informational meeting next week Thursday,
August 28 at 3:45 in Miss Rosenbaum’s
room (building A). A fee of $30 is asked to
be brought to that meeting. If you haven’t
filled out the athletic handbook google
form, please do so before that meeting.
Uniforms will also be handed out at this
meeting. Please plan to attend, Thank you!

Birthdays This Week

17 Grayson Emerson!

20 Hazel Benson & Liam Martin!
21 Eleanor & Madeline Saad!
23 Wesley Gaulke!

God bless you on your birthday
and the whole year through!




Meet Tiny Timber!
Start searching next week!

Classroom News

Preschool News
Mrs. Donna Driesbach (509.638.5361)
AHHHH!!!' The 2025-2026 school year for our St. Matthew grade school is now underway!!!! WOOHOO!!! God's blessings on the
new school year for all of our families. | don't have a lot to report this week, because our Preschool doesn't begin class until Sept.
2nd, but we teachers are still working very hard!!

We are SO blessed to currently have 36 children enrolled, and we have room for even more!!! So, spread the word!!! We also have
added some brand new aides to help in our classrooms this year!! Please welcome Miss Kam and Miss Sariah!!! Stop by the pre-
school and get to know them!! They are going to be an amazing asset to our staff!! Miss Karen, Miss Alicia and Miss Rebecca are
returning to help us once again!! Thanks for coming back for another year!! Teamwork Makes the Dream Work!! This is going to be
a great new school year for our preschool!! Can't wait for us to start . . . and SO soon!!

Hope your first few days of school are fantastic!! Have a great weekend with your family!!

Kindergarten News
Miss Rachel Taasaas (360.271.5201)
Happy first week of school! This newsletter will keep you informed on what is going on in our school and our classroom so | encour-
age you to read it each week.

Independence- | know it is tempting to help your child with their morning jobs but please make sure you are allowing them to prac-
tice their independence.

Snack- Your child will have snack at 10:15 each day. Please pack the snack separately from their lunch.
Remind- Please sign up for Remind so you can receive text messages to keep you informed on things going on in the classroom.

Questions- Often times parents will ask their child “how was your day?” and you will typically get the response “fine” or “good”.
Here are some questions you can ask to get a little more information out of your child.

What is your classroom job?

Who did you play with at recess?
What made you laugh today?

Who sits at your table?

Who did you help?

What books did Miss Taasaas read?
What was the Bible story about?

Nightly homework:

e Read with your child for 20 minutes
e  Practice memory work

15! Grade News
Miss Emma Mindock (920.515.0458)
1st grade families!

This is the best start to the year! This week we are taking time to learn about how each day will look and how we treat one another
at school. We are also taking lots of time to get to know each other!



No memory work until next week! Please put into practice checking the blue folders for paper on the “Back to School” side.
Have a great week!

2"? Grade News
Miss Erika Rosenbaum (269.326.5437)
Woohoo! We made it through two days of school! In those two days, we worked on setting procedures and routines in the
classroom, getting to know each other, reviewing math concepts, reading books and playing some games. | can’t wait to see
what the rest of the year brings!

News & Notes

e Please get in the habit of asking your child if they have homework and checking your child’s backpack for any important
notes throughout the week as well as looking through their red folder over the weekend!

e This week, we focused mainly on routines, procedures, and creating our classroom community. Next week, we will be
starting Handwriting, Social Studies, Reading and Writing. Science will start the week after Labor Day.

e Thank you for returning the 3-2-1 sheet. This was a great way for me to get to know your children through your eyes as
parents. We were also able to have every child show what they brought in his/her mystery bag. This was a fun way for eve-
ryone to learn about each other.

e Don't hesitate to reach out with any questions throughout the school year!

Learning Focus

e  Christlight - we learned about the story “Gabriel Visits Zechariah and Mary”. In this story, the angel Gabriel visits Zechari-
ah to tell him his wife Elizabeth would have a son that would prepare people for the Savior. Mary was told she would be the
mother of the Savior.

e Math - we took these three days to review first grade concepts before we will begin second grade concepts next week. We
practiced how our math stations are going to work as well as practicing logging into Xtramath.

Homework

e Read 20 minutes a day.

e  Spelling - words will be sent home in their red folder for the upcoming week. We will work through the phonics skill associ-
ated with these words as well as see these words in the story they read in class. Tests will be given on Fridays unless oth-
erwise noted. Our first spelling practice test will be next Friday, August 29. We will be working on short vowels a, i. Here
are the words for next week: sad, dig, jam, glad, list, win, flat, if, fix, rip, kit, mask, as, his, sandwich, picnic.

e Memory Work

e 8/26 - John 3:16
e 8/28 - Acts 4:20

3" Grade News
Miss Avery Broyles (208.995.3465)
Welcome back! | pray that you all have had a great summer. One highlight of my summer was being able to go to Yellowstone,
it was absolutely amazing. | can’t wait to hear about your child’s summer. As we get back into a new school year, just a few
reminders.

e If your child is coming back from an appointment, late to school, or you are picking up your child early, please check in at
the office. The classroom doors will be locked after 8:30 am.

e  Spelling will be starting next week. Tests will be on Fridays unless we have a short week. Please check your child’s blue
folder for spelling words. This will be coming home at the end of each week.

e Please check Jupiter regularly, as | will be updating grades into the gradebook.

e | gave every family a green memory work booklet, please let me know if you need another one or never received yours. It
is very important your child is practicing their memory work, so they can recite it during school. This is the memory work for
next week.

e  8/26 - John 3:16 & Galatians 4:4,5
e 8/28 - Acts 4:20
e 8/29 - 2 Corinthians 8:9

Have a wonderful weekend!!

4™ Grade News
Mrs. Michelle Most (832.212.9102)
Welcome back! Thank you all for meeting with me during the summer. | pray that it helps us all have a great and blessed
school year! Please don't hesitate to reach out if you have any questions or concerns; the sooner, the better.

We will be working on routines, procedures, and expectations for the first couple of weeks while engaging in different activities.
Normal daily/weekly classes will be added in slowly to learn the routines and procedures of each one. All this helps the year go
more smoothly.



Just a reminder, tomorrow is our first day for memory work.

5".6" Grade News
Mr. Jacob Biebert (715.402.0094)
Mrs. Sue Zabel (941.201.7897)
From Mrs. Zabel: If you need to get a message to me, a text is best. If you write me an email, please send a text telling me you
sent an email. (I know it's weird, but that's how | work.) 941-201-7897
For Science we will start the year with ecosystems. And | know this is short notice, but | would like to have the kids make
terrariums out of 2 liter bottles. Drink, beg, or borrow to try and have one at school by late next week.
History is going to be American History starting with the Natives that first populated our country.
For the first six weeks or so, Language will be focusing on a review of basic parts of speech.

7"-8" Grade News
Mr. David Zabel (941.201.7896)
News and Notes from the 7™ and 8" grade Classroom for the week of Aug 20-22

Welcome to a new school year. It should be exciting with new adventures and a new classroom. Since it is a short week, the
students will be introduced to each of their subjects and learn what is required for each assignment. Assignments will be as-
signed this week

Next week the students will dive deeper into each of their subjects. They will start by going through “What About...” subjects in
Christ Light. There will be memory work assigned for each lesson and it is due the next day we have Christ light. This class is
scheduled for Monday and Wednesday. The students will have Catechism class with Pastor West and he will meet with them
on Tuesdays and Fridays. Thursdays there is chapel and Hymnology afterwards.

As we get further into the school year you will get more info on each of the subject taught in our classroom. For right now the
students will begin their study of Washington state history. They will learn about the geographic features of our state first. In
Science the students will learn about the Scientific Method and Measurement. This year the students will begin reading The
Giver in Literature class. There are three different math class this year; Math 7, Math 8.1, and Math 8.2. There are two different
8™ grade math classes because there are students at different levels. Finally, the student will learn about the process of writing
in their Language Arts classes.

Have a great week in the Lord.
Mr. Z




Trained by Love

| don’t know if you’ve no-
ticed this, but life is hard.
You get sick. You take a
financial hit. You lose
someone you love. Any
number of awful things can
happen at any given mo-
ment. When hardship
strikes, it's natural to ask,
“Why would a loving God
let this happen to me?” He-
brews 12 gives a clear an-
swer: because he does
love you.

God doesn’t want you to
see hardship as punish-
ment for sin. That punish-
ment has already been
poured out on Jesus. The
hardships you face are not
wrath—they’re his love in
action. It's not payback. It's
training.

Just as earthly fathers dis-
cipline their children, so
does our heavenly Father.
But his discipline goes
deeper. Earthly discipline
shapes behavior. God’s
discipline shapes hearts.
His goal isn’t to harm but to
grow your faith, refocus
your priorities, and lead
you to share in his holi-
ness.

That training might stretch
you in ways you never ex-
pected. To teach trust, God
might allow illness to lin-
ger. To wean your heart

from worldly wealth, he
might loosen your grip on
financial security. To build
patience, he may delay an-
swers to your prayer. Each
hardship is a reminder:
You belong to God. If he
didn’t discipline you, you
wouldn’t be his child.

Still, discipline hurts. But
it's the pain that builds spir-
itual strength—like an ath-
lete straining in training for
the joy of victory.

Through hardship, God is
shaping you for the final
goal: the peace, righteous-
ness, and glory of eternal
life. He sent his Son for
that very purpose. Jesus
suffered and triumphed for
you. So fix your eyes on
him. Don’t view hardship
as punishment but as the

loving discipline of your Fa-
ther—who trains you for life
with him.

Prayer:

Heavenly Father, help me
trust that you are training me
for my good and give me
strength to endure hardship.
Amen.

Want more daily devotions?
| get them here!

Endure hardship as discipline; God is
treating you as his children. For what
children are not disciplined by their
father? . . . [Our human fathers]
disciplined us for a little while as they
thought best; but God disciplines us for
our good, in order that we may share in
his holiness.

Hebrews 12:7,10


https://wels.net/serving-you/devotions/daily-devotions/

