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background checks!    
 

K-2 Soccer 
Woohoo, we finally had our first practice! I 
heard the kids had a blast. If you have a 
soccer ball at home, please bring it to the 
practices so that we can have a few more 
available. Also if you have any cones sit-
ting around that please bring those too. 
The next practice is next week Tuesday, 
September 27 at 3:45. The scrimmage on 
October 10 will take place at Linwood 
Park. 

 
3-8 Soccer 

Yay, we had our first two games this week. 
In both of those games, we finished the 
game with little victories! We have two 
games next week. The first is Tuesday, 
September 27 at 4:00. The game is at 125 
E. Locust Ave, Coeur d'Alene, ID 83814. 
The second game is Thursday, September 
29 at 3:45. The game is at Dwight Merkel 
Field 1 (5701 N Assembly St, Spokane, 
WA 99205). Please make sure your child 
is properly dressed for the game (black 
shorts/pants, uniform top, long socks, shin 
guards, and cleats). Let Miss Rosenbaum 
know if your child needs a ride to either of 
those games. 
There is one game time change on Octo-
ber 6. The game will start at 3:45 rather 
than 4:00 at Palisades. Please make sure 
to change that on the schedule. Thanks. 

 
Junior Choir 

Junior choir has begun, but your child can 
still join!   All students in grades 1-8 are 
allowed to participate in the Junior 
Choir.  Practices will be Mondays from 
3:45-4:30 (unless soccer interferes).  The 
children will meet at 3:40pm in the church 
for practices.  They may bring a small 
snack to eat before practice begins.  Water 
bottles are encouraged also.  
September 26 - Rehearsal 3:45-4:30 
October 3 - Rehearsal 3:45-4:30 
October 10 - Rehearsal 3:45-4:30 

Mission Offering  
So far, we have generously given 
$234.57 in chapel offerings over the 
last couple weeks!  Thank you so 
much!  Remember, our offerings are 
going to the Lutheran church in Zim-
babwe.  We have a goal of $1,200 — 
so just under $1,000 to go before the 
end of October!  We can do it!  

 

Picture Days 
Your child was sent home a picture 
envelope for this year’s school pic-
tures.  Those envelopes are due 
back at school on September 29.  
Picture days are taking place on Oc-
tober 3 & 4 so be sure to take note of 
which day your child is on!  AM/PM3 
& K-2 are on Monday, October 3, 
and AM/PM4 & 3-8 are on Tuesday, 
October 4. 

 
Early Release 

Note that tomorrow is our first early 
release day!  Students get out at 
noon.  There is no time for lunch on 
half days—the kids eat at home.  
Also, remember that aftercare is not 
available on half days.  The teachers 
will be taking the extra afternoon to 
work on a curriculum study—this 
year’s study is science.   

 
Piano Schedule 

Piano lessons are beginning next 
week!  Mrs. Roberg sent all piano 
families an email with their child’s 
day and time so make sure to take 
note of that.  If you have any ques-
tions, please reach out to her via 
phone or email (509)991-7411 or 
hollyannadotson@gmail.com 
 

 Church/School Retreat 
Our church and school retreat at 
Riverview Bible Camp is next week-
end September 30-October 2.  If you 

have not yet paid, please do so as 
soon as possible.  Thank you!  

 
Dads & Donuts  

Dads and Donuts is TONIGHT starting 
at 5:30PM!  Please meet in church to 
begin.  We can’t wait to have you join 
us!   

 
Tent or Treat 

Tent or Treat will be here before you 
know it, and we need lots of help to 
make this event a success!  Please 
view the sign up here, or with the QR 
code, to see how you can help!  Addi-
tionally, we are hoping to expand this 
event to include local businesses this 
year!  If you know of any local busi-
nesses that may be interested in par-
ticipating in Tent or Treat by decorating 
and manning a booth, please reach out 
to Kayla Biebert (715)402-0114 or 
Kelly West (509)362-4916. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Background Checks 
We have had a couple requests about 
background checks, and thank you so 
much for being willing to volunteer!  If 
you have not yet checked, but plan to 
volunteer, the process is simple—just 
send Jacob an email at princi-
pal@stmatthewspokane.org and let 
him know you are looking for a back-
ground check.  He will send you the 
link, and once you fill out the form, 
results are available almost instantly!  
Pumpkin patch field trips are coming 
up quickly, so be proactive about those 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4DAAAE22AAFCC34-tent1
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Classroom News 

Preschool News 
Mrs. Donna Driesbach (509.638.5361) 

Just to let you know, we actually WERE able to go to Linwood Park last Thursday and Friday!  The Lord blessed us with two fan-
tastic days to gaze at His beautiful creation and have a wonderful Fall Walk.   
We are just finishing up with another amazing Apple Week in preschool!!  Monday and Tuesday we cut open some apples and 
found something SO special inside.  You only get to see it IF you cut the apple horizontally in the middle!!  The children found a 
STAR!!  God put a star in the middle of every apple and the children were able to see it.  Okay, there were seeds also, but we 
learned this week that another word for an apple seed is a "pip".  After we cut open the apple, we had fun tasting the apples (red, 
yellow/red and green) and graphing our favorite apple.  Please check out these graphs in our classroom.  You may be surprised 
to see YOUR child's favorite apple!!  All of the classes had fun easel painting - some for the first time. We painted red ap-
ples.  Come check that out, too!  Apples are hanging everywhere!!  Some of the classes created Apple Shakers made out of 
painted bowls and "seeds" inside, and some of them made the project, "What's Inside of an Apple?".  We have begun weighing 
and measuring the children.  We do this in the beginning of the school year and again at the end of the school year.  We all get to 
see how much they have grown in our year together. 
We are having fun today and tomorrow with our color of the month. . .  RED!!   All of the children get to wear and/or bring some-
thing RED to school.  We also have fun playing Hide 'n' Seek with our shape of the month!!  A red circle!!  We even play Hide 'n' 
Seek with the lights OFF!!  WHAT??? 
Next week, I would like to begin my one-on-one evaluations of the four-year old children.  I have a sign-up sheet in my classroom 
if any of you would like to help in the classroom while I conduct these evaluations.  My aides and I sure would appreciate an extra 
hand during this time. 
I sent home, this week, the words and hand motions to the song that the children will be singing in church on October 23.  We will 
be practicing this song in class, but PLEASE work with them at home on this, too.  I sure could use your help!! 
Tonight is Dads and Donuts!!!  What an amazing time we all will have!!  I am looking forward to seeing so many of you here to-
night!! 
Next week, our classes will be focusing on the letter "C".  Four year old classes, please bring something for Show 'n' Tell that 
starts with the letter "C". 
Our bible verse we will be memorizing in class next week is Romans 3:23  "All have sinned." 
We have had some awesome days in preschool.  Thank you, parents, for all of your support in these first few weeks!! 
Have a great weekend with your family!!  Can't wait to see you next week!! 

 

Kindergarten News 
Miss Rachel Taasaas (360.271.5201) 

Nightly Homework:   

 Practice Memory Work 

 Read for 20 minutes. 
 
Growth Affirmation Mindset of the Week:  I feel proud when I work hard.   
 
Memory Work 

 September 29:  Call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you will honor me.  Psalm 50:15 
 

Reminder:  We are singing in church this Sunday at the 10 am service.  
 
Pick up: Please do not stand in the door way when you come to pick up your child.  There are lots of parents trying to get in.  
Please walk all the way into the classroom so we are not blocking the exits. 
 
Math: This week we finished up Chapter 1 (Sorting) and are now on Chapter 2 (Geometry and Patterns).  There will be a paper 
going home in your child’s yellow folder about the new Chapter 2 vocabulary words. 
 

 

 

Intro to Lutheranism 
Pastor West’s “Intro to Lutheranism” 
class is beginning next Monday, Sep-
tember 26 at 2:30 in the church sanctu-
ary!  This class runs for 4 weeks, and 
really helps to give a brief overview of 
our religion classes and what we teach 
here at St. Matthew.  All religious in-
struction is 100% bible based, and Pas-
tor West’s class will elaborate on that 
as well.  We encourage all parents to 
attend this class, as it will be beneficial 
for you to be on the same page with 

teachers and your students, and most 
importantly will help you understand 
some amazing gospel truths given to 
us through God’s word.  Please reach 
out to Pastor West with any questions 
(509)217-9617.  We look forward to 
having you join us!  
 

Singing in Church 
K-8th grade will be singing in church 
this Sunday, September 25!  Please 
mark your calendars for this amazing 
opportunity!  We get the privilege of 
having a guest pianist, guitarist, and 

drummer accompanying us! Don’t miss 
it! 
 

Upcoming Open House 
We are also hosting an open house 
after church this Sunday!  Come speak 
with the teachers about what your 
kiddos have been up to over the last 
month! 
 
 



1st Grade News 
Mrs. Kelly West (509.362.4916) 

Hello First Grade families! 
This week we got a new student, Jali Bowman! She is a wonderful addition to our classroom!  
We also had our MAP testing, which is a test on the computer that helps us see our students’ Reading and Math levels. It went 
very well. We will go over the results with you at our parent teacher conference.  
The Memory Work for next week, Thursday, September 29 is Psalm 37:5 Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him and he will 
do this.  
Our class is singing this Sunday at St. Matthew church at the 10 o’clock service. I look forward to seeing you there! 
God bless and have a good weekend! 

 

2nd Grade News 
Miss Erika Rosenbaum (269.326.5437) 

Christlight/Memory Work 

 9/27 - Psalm 50:15 
 9/29 - Matthew 22:37 
 Please read the Bible stories from this week (Abraham and Lot; God Gives Abraham a Son) with your child during the 

weekend and sign the light blue sheet in the orange folder. 
Homework 

 Read 20 minutes a day. 
 Continue to work through the extra math program. Please sign up if you haven’t! 
 Spelling words for next week: knee, know, knock, knight, sign, gnat, gnome, gnaw, off, cold, tell, work. We will be working 

on the silent letter kn and gn. Please help your child study these words so they will be ready for their test on Thursday 
9/29.  

Extra Notes 

 We took MAP tests this week. I look forward to sharing your child’s results with you at parent teacher conferences! 
 K-8 will be singing in church this Sunday on September 25 at 10 am. Please plan to come to hear them sing. If you will not 

be there, make sure to notify me. Thanks. 
 Please bring your picture forms back by SEPT. 29. These need to be returned even if you are not ordering pictures.  If you 

get it filled out earlier, bring it back then. Thanks! 
 We completed our first life skill this week: following a recipe. We made gluten free chocolate zucchini bread. 
 Make sure to be packing an appropriate snack for your child Monday-Thursday.  
 If someone could donate paper plates to our classroom for those who need to use the microwave, that would be greatly 

appreciated. Thanks! 
 

3rd-4th Grade News 
Mrs. Michelle Most (832.212.9102) 

Reading - We have been reading Sarah Plain and Tall by Patricia MacLachlin.   Will she like the prairie and the Witting family? 
Or will the pull of the sea be too much?  
Math - Both 3rd and 4th grades have had their first test over chapter 1 - Place Value. The results should be going home next 
week. 
Science has been a lot of fun this week and last.  We have become engineers and have been planning, designing, and building 
mini-golf holes for Dads and Donuts tonight! Hope to see you on the green! 
Soc. St. - Where in the world are we? That is the question of the chapter.  We are learning about the importance of geography 
and what it all includes, such as what are three questions geographers ask? 
Extra Notes: 

 Please join us on Sunday for the children singing in church and for our open house!  It will be a great treat all around! If you 
can’t make it, please be sure to notify me. 

 The Book-it program will be beginning the first of October.  Be looking for more details and the calendar to be sent home 
next week.  

 On Mondays when there is Junior Choir, any students in 3rd & 4th grade not in choir can be picked up from Miss Taasaas 
in the kindergarten room.  I thank her for doing this so I can be with the Jr. Choir children as quickly as possible. 

 Picture envelopes went home on Monday.  Please return them no later than Sept. 29th. The envelope needs to be returned 
even if you are not planning on buying pictures. 

 
Have a blessed week in the Lord!  
 

5th-6th Grade News 
Mr. Glenn Metzger (734.788.4637) 

It's hard to believe we have been in school for about a month! It somehow feels like we just started and we've been together 
much longer at the same time. We are already in the middle of our first session of MAP testing, which will give us a baseline for 
learning this year. Hopefully we will see a lot of growth when we do our second round in January. 
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We have begun the first of many classes studying Abram/Abraham. We are focusing on the contrast between how well his life 
goes when he trusts God's promises versus how poorly things turn out when Abraham trusts himself instead of God. 
 
We started our first investigation in Social Studies, first by studying artifacts from the past, then by looking at primary sources 
and secondary sources surrounding the Battle of Jericho. In Science, students are creating their own periodic tables of 
(something!). There have been some pretty good ideas for these and I'm looking forward to seeing how they turn out. Both 
Math classes are in the middle of their studies of multiplication, and we have started practicing some grammar skills in English. 
 
One reminder for the week: Memory Work is due on Thursdays. Students should be choosing their Bible passages to memorize 
and either reciting them before Thursday morning or writing them on Thursday morning. Please encourage your children to 
work on their memorization throughout the week. 

 

7th-8th Grade News 
Mr. Jacob Biebert (715.402.0094) 

Thank you for helping to make for another successful MAP testing week. The students probably enjoyed the week because 
there is always a little less regular school work to do during MAP testing. These results will be given when we hand out 1st quar-
ter report cards. 

Please note: Picture day envelopes were passed out this week. Please return these with your child’s name regardless if your 
children are having pictures ordered or not. Michael, the photographer, uses the names on the envelopes to make sure that the 
kid’s names are spelled correctly for the class picture/yearbook pictures. 

Here is next week’s memory work:  

Monday 9/26: Matthew 22:37, Romans 13:10; Thursday 9/29: Hymn 391: 1,3,4,6 

We took both our Italy map test as well as our chapter test on the Renaissance this week. Next week we will pick up our studies 
with the Reformation and a map study of Germany and the surrounding areas. 

Bacteria reproduction was the name of the game this week. We compared simple aspects of bacteria reproduction to human 
reproduction to see that bacteria reproduces much quicker and asexually versus sexually. I had gotten the students thinking 
about human reproduction and asked a poorly worded question when I asked “How long does it take for humans to reproduce?” 
Students’ eyes started darting everywhere in the hopes that they wouldn’t be called on. A better question would have been, 
“What is the gestation period for humans?” Don’t worry, once clarified the students did know that the answer was 15 
months……joking. 

I pray you have another wonderful weekend! The slightly more fall-like weather has been amazing! I am hoping to finish shin-

gling my garage roof this weekend, so I will get plenty of opportunity to enjoy it. See you Monday! P.S. Hope to see you tonight 

at Dads and Donuts and don’t forget that Friday is a half day. 
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Reflections  

A question. If Satan were to 
get you to reflect on your life, 
what kinds of reflections 
would they be? 

Reflections from Satan might 
include the following: I made 
it. I’m a success. I’ve done 
what I set out to do. I’m now 
enjoying the things that make 
life worth living. On the other 
hand, reflections from Satan 
might also include thoughts 
like these: My life is a disap-
pointment. I should have 
achieved so much more. I 
cannot forget the people 
who’ve hurt me, and I cannot 
forget all the people I’ve let 
down. 

Such reflections from Satan 
have one thing in common. 
They all focus on the self. 
They all fail to acknowledge 
the reality of our Savior-God. 

The story of your life is not 
you in a vacuum. It includes 
your Creator-God loving you 
so much that he chose to 
mount a rescue mission to 
save you from yourself. To do 
this, God became one of us. 
In the person of Jesus, he 
lived the kind of life you know 
that you should have lived. 
Then he took upon himself all 
the ways you have let him 
down and blotted them out 
for all time through his blood 
on the cross. 

And now he lives. He lives to 
delight in you. He delights in 
you because, through faith in 

him, you are forgiven, 
cleansed, precious in his 
sight. And because you are, 
he has saturated your every 
moment in this life with a kind 
of significance and purpose 
that nothing else can match. 

You are God’s special crea-
tion through faith in his Son, 
Jesus. He is using every mo-
ment of your life to carry out 
his good will in your corner of 
his Kingdom. He sees your 
fruits of faith. He employs 
your fruits of faith. Regard-
less of your outward circum-
stance, what you do matters. 
It matters because God him-
self is working through you. 

In Jesus, you and I can 
shake off the distracting re-
flections that Satan tries to 
slip us. In Jesus, God keeps 

us occupied with gladness of 
heart. 

Prayer: 
Lord, when Satan slips his re-
flections into my mind, replace 
them with gladness of heart in 
you. Amen. 

 

 

Want more daily devotions?   

I get them here!   
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They seldom reflect on the days 
of their life, because God keeps 
them occupied with gladness of 

heart. 
 

Ecclesiastes 5:20  

https://wels.net/serving-you/devotions/daily-devotions/

