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Background Checks 
We have had a couple requests about 
background checks, and thank you so 
much for being willing to volunteer!  If you 
have not yet checked, but plan to volun-
teer, the process is simple—just send Ja-
cob an email at princi-
pal@stmatthewspokane.org and let him 
know you are looking for a background 
check.  He will send you the link, and once 
you fill out the form, results are available 
almost instantly!  Pumpkin patch field trips 
are coming up quickly, so be proactive 
about those background checks!    
 

October Calendar 
Please check out the October calendar 
online, or by using the QR code below.  
October is probably the busiest month of 
the school year!  So much going on, so 
don’t miss a thing!   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

K-2 Soccer 
The scrimmage on October 10 will take 
place at Linwood Park. Miss Rosenbaum 
will be handing out information about the 
scrimmage next week! 
If you have a soccer ball at home, please 
bring it to the practices so that we can 
have a few more available. The next prac-
tice is next week Tuesday, October 4 at 
3:45.  

 
3-8 Soccer 

We have one game next week and one 
practice. Practice is on Tuesday, October 
4. The game is on Thursday, October 6 
against Palisades at 3:45! The location of 
the game is 1115 W. Government Way, 

Mission Offering  
So far, we have generously given 
$363.10 in chapel offerings over the 
last couple weeks!  Thank you so 
much!  Remember, our offerings are 
going to the Lutheran church in Zim-
babwe.  We have a goal of $1,200 — 
so just under $1,000 to go before the 
end of October!  We can do it!  

 

Picture Days 
Please remember to return your 
child’s picture day envelopes TO-
DAY!  If you need extras, we have 
some in the office.  Even if you are 
not planning to get school pictures, 
we still ask you to return envelopes 
as the photographer uses them to 
group the kids correctly.  AM/PM3 & 
K-2 are on Monday, October 3, and 
AM/PM4 & 3-8 are on Tuesday, 
October 4. 

 
No School 

We are off school tomorrow due to 
the church/school retreat!  Enjoy your 
extended weekend!   

 
Picture Retakes 

If your child is missing for picture 
day, retakes are scheduled for Octo-
ber 24.  Retakes will be at the Memo-
ries studio during lunch hour that 
day, and it is parent responsibility to 
get kids to/from picture retakes.  
Please speak with a teacher if you 
know you will need retakes due to 
absence, and we will make sure you 
have the address and necessary 
info! 
 

 Church/School Retreat 
THIS WEEKEND!!!!!  We can’t wait 
for all the fun and fellowship this 
weekend!  What a special blessing to 
get to spend time with you all outside 
of school!  Pastor West has printed 

off an itinerary for the weekend, and I 
will attach it to this week’s email in 
case you misplace the hard copy.   

 
Book It!   

The Book It! Program begins October 
1st, and all your information either has 
already been sent home, or will be sent 
today.  Additionally, each child will be 
given a monthly calendar to track read-
ing, so be sure to fill that out so you 
can receive your free pizza coupon at 
the end of the month!  Happy reading!   

 
Dads & Donuts  

A huge thank you to all who attended, 
donated putters, and participated in 
this awesome event at school!  Pic-
tures can be found on page 4 from last 
Thursday’s fun!  Special shout out to 
Virgil and Liam Yancey for stuffing 
away the most donuts at the donut 
eating contest!!!  You can claim the title 
for the entire year!  Ha, ha!  

 
Tent or Treat 

Tent or Treat will be here before you 
know it, and we need lots of help to 
make this event a success!  Please 
view the sign up here, or with the QR 
code, to see how you can help!  Addi-
tionally, we are hoping to expand this 
event to include local businesses this 
year!  If you know of any local busi-
nesses that may be interested in par-
ticipating in Tent or Treat by decorating 
and manning a booth, please reach out 
to Kayla Biebert (715)402-0114 or 
Kelly West (509)362-4916. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No School tomorrow!  

https://school.stmatthewspokane.org/calendars.html
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4DAAAE22AAFCC34-tent1
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Classroom News 

Preschool News 
Mrs. Donna Driesbach (509.638.5361) 

This was another fantastic week in preschool - one day short, but still a great week!!  We introduced a brand new theme for the 
children . . . FALL!!  Even though the weather has been summer-like, it really is Fall, according to the calendar!!   
All of the centers in the preschool have something to do with our Fall theme.  We have Fall letter cards in our Reading Center that 
the children can trace - uppercase and lowercase letters of the alphabet.  We are focusing on the Letter C this week, also, so our 
Art Center has Celery stalks that the children can stamp out the Letter C with yellow paint.  Did you know that celery can form the 
letter C if you hold it just the right way??  The preschool children know that!!  Our Sensory Center has pipe cleaner "trees" that the 
children can thread buttons on to make beautiful fall trees.  What a great fine motor skill!! 
This week and next, I will be evaluating the children in the four year old classrooms.  Thank you, parents, for volunteering your 
time and helping my aides while I am out of the classroom with your child.  We will have parent-teacher conferences in a few 
weeks so you will know your child's academic baseline.  We'll do the same evaluations in January and next May. 
We have FINALLY finished weighing and measuring your children!  I can't wait to see how much they will grow throughout our 
school year!!  Some of our classes, this week, were able to sponge paint leaves to create a beautiful picture of fall leaves.  Other 
classes were able to stamp out colorful leaves with a cork to make a beautiful fall tree.  All things Fall!! 
Next week, we will cover the letter "D".  Four year old classes, please bring something from home that starts with the letter "D" for 
Show 'n' Tell. 
Our bible verse next week will be I Timothy 2:3,4  "God . .  wants all people to be saved." 
Have an amazing weekend with your family!!  Can't wait to see you next week!! 

 

Kindergarten News 
Miss Rachel Taasaas (360.271.5201) 

Nightly Homework: 

 Practice Memory Work 

 Read for 20 minutes.  Starting October 1 make sure to fill out your child’s reading log.   
Growth Mindset Affirmation of the Week: I control the choices I make.   
Memory Work: 

 October 6- In fact this is love for God: to keep his commands. And his commands are not burdensome. 1 John 5:3 
 
Field trip: A note is going home today about our field trip to the pumpkin patch please check your child’s yellow folder.  
 
Book it: Another note is also going home about Book it.  Please make sure to read through all of the information.  This is not an 
optional program.  You are already reading each night with your child, the only difference is that now your child is being rewarded 
with pizza!  Hahaha 
 
Independence– Please, please, please, help your child gain independence in the classroom by encouraging them to carry their 
own backpacks, and doing their jobs without your prompting.  They need to take responsibility for their own things.  I have a list of 
morning jobs that they need to do, but they need to move from relying on you to tell them the next step to remembering the rou-
tine on their own.  Please refrain from prompting—you may be surprised by what your child can do!   
 
Garage Sale- The current 6th and 7th graders are having a garage sale on October 6 and 7.  All money raised will go toward their 
D.C trip in 2024.  If you have any items you would like to donate you can drop them off at the preschool garage October 3-5.  Use 
this weekend to clean out your closets; any donations are appreciated  Thank you for your support! 

 
 

Spokane, WA 99224 The kids will be 
dismissed at 3:00. Please make sure 
your child is properly dressed for the 
game (black shorts/pants, uniform top, 
long socks, shin guards, and cleats). 
Let Miss Rosenbaum know if your child 
needs a ride to either the practice or 
game.  

 
Junior Choir 

Practices are Mondays from 3:45-4:30 
(unless soccer interferes).  The children 
will meet at 3:40pm in the church for 
practices.  They may bring a small 
snack to eat before practice be-
gins.  Water bottles are encouraged 
also.  
 

October 3 - Rehearsal 3:45-4:30 
October 10 - No Practice (soccer 
scrimmage that day) 

 

Intro to Lutheranism 
Pastor West’s “Intro to Lutheranism” 
class just started this past Monday!  
We had several inquiries about this 
class, and even if you missed the first 
one, Pastor West said they are largely 
independent of each other, so please 
don’t hesitate to come if you are inter-
ested!   
 

Singing in Church 
Last Sunday, the kids sang 
“Magnificent, Marvelous, Matchless 
Love.”  It was a beautiful reminder 

that God’s love surpasses our under-
standing, and is the greatest gift we 
could ever imagine!  Thank you for 
coming to this special service!   
 

DC Fundraiser—Garage Sale 
Come check out the DC kid’s garage 
sale next week, October 6-7!  All pro-
ceeds will be used to support the kids 
as they head to Washington DC in 
Spring 2024!   
 



1st Grade News 
Mrs. Kelly West (509.362.4916) 

Hello First Grade Parents! 
Picture day is this coming Monday, October 3rd. Even if you are not ordering photos, please turn in your slip with your child's 
name on it so the photographer can keep track of everyone.  
There is no school this Friday, September 30th. I hope to see you at the church / school retreat at Riverview Bible camp! 
The memory work for next Thursday, October 6th is Proverbs 3:5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding.  
If you can spare the time, reading just 10 minutes a day to your child really helps them learn to read as well!  
We are going on a field trip to Siemers Farm on Monday, October 24th! It is a super fun place with a corn maze, pumpkin patch, 
and more! If you would like to chaperone, that would be wonderful! I will be sending out field trip forms soon. Please request a 
background check if you don't have one yet.  
God bless and have a great weekend! 

 

2nd Grade News 
Miss Erika Rosenbaum (269.326.5437) 

Christlight/Memory Work 

 10/4 - Hebrews 11:1 
 10/6 - The Eighth Commandment 
 Please read the Bible stories from this week (God Answers Abraham’s Prayer; God Tests Abraham’s Faith) with your child 

during the weekend and sign the light blue sheet in the orange folder. 
Homework 

 Read 20 minutes a day. 
 Continue to work through the extra math program.  
 Spelling words for next week: wrist, wrap, wrote, wrench, climb, thumb, lamb, comb, first, does, goes, write. We are work-

ing on the silent letters wr and mb. Please help your child study these words so they will be ready for their test on Thursday 
10/6.  

Extra Notes 

 The Book-it program runs from October-March. A note will be sent home in their orange folder today. The October Book-it 
will be starting October 1. Each month they are able to participate in reading to earn a free pizza, which is already a part of 
every night’s homework. Please make sure to set a goal at the beginning of every month. Happy reading! 

 The students did a beautiful job singing in church on Sunday!  
 A note is going home today about our field trip to the pumpkin patch. Please return the form, money, and car insurance by 

Tuesday, October 4. 
 Picture forms were due TODAY! Next week Monday is our picture day. I will send out a remind on Sunday about it.  

 
Hope you have a wonderful long weekend! 

 
3rd-4th Grade News 

Mrs. Michelle Most (832.212.9102) 
Reading - We have been reading Sarah Plain and Tall by Patricia MacLachlin.   Will she like the prairie and the Witting family? 
Or will the pull of the sea be too much? Ask your child about the vocabulary words we have been learning from the book. We 
have learned 12 new words thus far, such as buzzard, homely, cruel, fogbound, and bedding. 
 
Math - Both 3rd and 4th grades have begun chapter 2.  Third grade is working on addition and will be adding numbers into the 
thousands place with regrouping. Fourth grade will be working on addition and subtraction with regrouping, even beginning 
working with variables (beginning algebra!) 
 
Science -Our new unit is all about engineering.  We are solving Jeff Jones’ problem of how many of his jeweled rocks 
(marbles) can he transport in his new boat.  Each group is planning, building, testing, and improving their design to learn the 
engineer process. 
 
Soc. St. - Why is it important to know geography? How does it help you? These are some of the questions we have been look-
ing at and working on answering.   
 
Extra Notes: 

 Thank  you to all those who were able to join us for worship on Sunday.  The children sounded so amazing! Praise the 
Lord! 

 The Book-it program information was sent home with your child today.  Please take the time to read through it with your 
child.  Participation is expected as reading is such an important part of your child’s education. 

 All picture envelopes need to be returned today. The envelope needs to be returned even if you are not planning on buying 
pictures. 

 
Have a blessed week in the Lord!  
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5th-6th Grade News 
Mr. Glenn Metzger (734.788.4637) 

Romans 8:28 - And we know that in all things, God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according 
to his purpose. 
 
That's one of the memory work passages that students are learning this week, and it served as the focus of our afternoon devo-
tion on Monday as well. Using our memory passages for devotion is one of the ways we try to become more familiar with the 
Bible passages that students can choose to use for their memory work. Each week, I'll share a different passage that we've 
studied during afternoon devotion. It is a wonderful opportunity to ask your child what they remember about the passage! 
 
In other classes, 6th grade math is coming to the end of the 2nd chapter and will be taking a test this week. The 5th grade math 
class is still working its way through some new concepts in multiplication and will be seeing their next test in a week or two. 
 
In science, we finished up our Periodic Table of _______ (beans, Zelda, dogs, Dutch Bros, you name it!) on Monday and start-
ed our new project this week. Please come in and check out our hard work on our wall. The new project is a study of ele-
ments.  Each student is working to become an expert about one element in particular that they've "adopted". They've already 
designed a model to represent their element, filled out a "Birth Certificate", and are researching information to make a "Baby 
Announcement." This project will lead into our first real essay, an informational essay about their element. 
 
In Social Studies, students conducted their first extended investigation into archaeological studies of the Battle of Jericho. They 
compared scientific finds with the accounts from the Bible and made a determination whether the evidence that has been found 
so far supports the events recorded in Joshua. 
 
In non-class news, I am looking at getting some field trips lined up in the coming weeks. If you are interested in chaperoning 
and/or driving students, please check with our office to make sure you have all the proper paperwork filled out. 

 

7th-8th Grade News 
Mr. Jacob Biebert (715.402.0094) 

Welcome to your long weekend! I hope to see many of you at the camping trip this weekend as we welcome in October. How-
ever, you will have to have a quick turnaround on scrubbing the dirt and grime off, because we have picture days next week. 

Here is next week’s memory work:  

Monday 10/3: 1 John 4:19; Thursday 10/6: Hymn 391: 1,3,4,6; Friday 10/7: Psalm 50:15, Galatians 3:26, 1 John 1:7b 

The Reformation is the name of the game for the next few weeks in history. We took a look at how we can truly see the hand of 
God throughout the Reformation. While God did use Martin Luther to point people back to the truths of the Bible, it was truly the 
glory of God on display. 

Science has slowed a bit due to soccer, but we still have lots of interesting things brewing. The students have been growing 
bacteria that we are planning on looking at underneath the microscope. We also discussed many of the different reasons that 
God has given us bacteria. While it may be nice to have less sickness, there are actually many bad changes that would take 
place in a world without bacteria. 

I hope you enjoy your camping trip and extended weekend this weekend. I won’t be able to make it up to the camping trip till 

Saturday, but am excited to talk with many of you outside of school this weekend. It looks like we will continue to have wonder-

ful weather for the event. 
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Looks Can Be  
Deceiving 

There was a rich man 
whose life appeared 
perfectly fabulous in 
every way. He wore the 
finest clothes, and eve-
ry meal was a feast. 

There was a poor man 
whose life appeared 
perfectly miserable in 
every way. His clothes 
were dull. He never 
had enough to eat. 

The poor man’s name 
was Lazarus. Though 
the world did not know 
him as anything spe-
cial, God knew him 
well. And Lazarus 
knew his God well. It 
was in God that he 
trusted, in spite of his 
circumstances. So, 
while it looked like he 
had nothing, in God, 
Lazarus had every-
thing. 

When you look in the 
mirror, what do you 
see? Your eyes may 
see a nobody, some-
one overlooked or for-
gotten, but Jesus 
knows your name, and 
he has your number! 

Your eyes may see 
someone whose life is 
defined by countless 
bad decisions, but Je-
sus has already done 
all things well for you 
and purified you com-
pletely with his blood. 
Your eyes may see 
someone who is strug-
gling, but you are more 
than a conqueror 
through Christ who 
loves you. It may feel, 
at times, like you have 
nothing, but in Jesus, 
you have everything. 

 

 

Prayer: 
Heavenly Father, open 
my eyes to see my 
wealth and my worth in 
Jesus, my Savior. Amen. 

 

Want more daily devotions?   

I get them here!   
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[Jesus said to them] “There was a 
rich man who was dressed in  

purple and fine linen and lived in 
luxury every day. At his gate was 

laid a beggar named Lazarus,  
covered with sores and longing to 
eat what fell from the rich man’s  

table.” 
 

Luke 16:19-21  

https://wels.net/serving-you/devotions/daily-devotions/

