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Event will run from about 11:30-3:30 or so.  
Concessions will be available!  
 

K-2 Soccer 
The first soccer practice is next Tuesday, 
September 13 from 3:45-4:30 at the Naza-
rene church on North Country Homes. 
Please make sure you have a ride for your 
child to get to practice on Tuesday. Reach 
out to Miss Rosenbaum if you have any 
questions. 

 
3-8 Soccer 

Today is the first practice for 3-8. Practices 
will be held at Linwood Park. Please make 
sure to notify Miss Rosenbaum if your child 
is in need of a ride to practices or games.  

 
Sunday School Starting 

St. Matthew will be starting Sunday 
School this Sunday, September 11 at 
9:00AM before church!!!  Sunday School 
is geared toward grades K-4, and we 
would love to have you join us!  We will be 
meeting in Mrs. West’s classroom.  If inter-
ested, please reach out to Mrs. Tiffany 
Gaulke (715)615-0088. 
 

Junior Choir 
Junior choir is set to begin Monday, Sep-
tember 12th. All students in grades 1-8 are 
allowed to participate in the Junior 
Choir.  Practices will be Mondays from 
3:45-4:30 (unless notified of a 
change).  The children will meet in the 
church for practices.  They may bring a 
small snack to eat before practice be-
gins.  Water bottles are encouraged al-
so.  Children will be working on fun songs, 
and songs to sing for church and chap-
el.  If your child is interested, but didn’t get 
a form, please ask your child’s teacher for 
an extra or Mrs. Most and we will get one 
to you.  Please return all forms as soon as 
possible.  If you have any questions, 
please speak with Mrs. Most or email her 
at michelle.most@stmatthewspokane.org 

Mission Offering  
The 7-8 graders have chosen the 
Lutheran Church of Central Africa —
Zimbabwe.  This church is an off 
shoot of the mission work being done 
in Zambia.  The kids chose this mis-
sion because of its size—there is 
only one WELS congregation with 25 
baptized members.  We pray the 
Lord can use our money to bless 
their ministry!  To learn more head to 
this link, or use the QR code below, 
and scroll to the “New African Out-
reach” section.  Last week was our 
first week collecting chapel money, 
and we received $102.50.  Thank 
you for your giving hearts!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Need After School Care? 
Our school offers aftercare Monday-
Friday 3:45-6:00PM.  Cost is $10/
hour.  If you need aftercare for your 
child, we ask that you let us know at 
least 24 hours in advance.   
 

Authorized Pick Up 
Authorized pick up is now available 
to fill out on your TADS account.  If 
you plan to have someone other than 
a parent pick up your child, please 
log in to your TADS account and put 
those people in.  Reminder:  they will 
need to show ID upon pickup. 

 
Textbook Orders 

All textbook orders are due by tomor-
row.  If we have still not received 
your textbook order form, we will add 

the charges to your TADS account 
next week.   
 

 Sketch Books 
All students will need a 12x9, spiral 
bound sketchbook for art class.  These 
books were due last Friday.  Make 
sure your child’s name and grade level 
is on the BACK COVER.  Thank you!  
 

 Church/School Retreat 
We are having our 2nd annual church/
school retreat at Riverview Bible Camp 
September 30-October 2.  Registra-
tion and payment are due on Sep-
tember 20 — this deadline is coming 
up quickly! Please consider joining us 
for this event—it was such a blast last 
year!!! 

 
Dads & Donuts  

Our Dads & Donuts event is right 
around the corner—September 22 @ 
5:30PM!  A form was sent home with 
your child last Friday to register for this 
event.  Please return this form by to-
morrow to secure your spot!  This 
event is always such a blast!  Extra 
forms are available with your child’s 
teacher. 

 
Putters Wanted 

Please consider letting us borrow one 
or two (or however many!) putters you 
have for Dads & Donuts.  If you have 
any putters we can borrow, label it with 
painters tape and your name so we 
know who to return them to!  Thank 
you!!!  
 

Timber Toss 
Our first ever cornhole tournament—
Timber Toss—is happening on Satur-
day, September 10 at 11:00AM!  Reg-
istration for this event is closed, but we 
would love for you to still join us in 
cheering on the teams!   

Cheer on your favorite  
Timber Toss team this Saturday! 

11:30-3:30 

https://wels.net/serving-others/missions/africa/#tab-id-6
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Classroom News 

Preschool News 
Mrs. Donna Driesbach (509.638.5361) 

What an amazing first week of preschool!!  We had SUCH a fantastic time!!  NO criers and NO runners!!  What a great week!!  My 
aides and I had fun painting your children's hands and placing a heart in the middle of them.  You will have to check out our bulle-
tin board for the finished product!! Some of the classes made "mirrors" in class to show who is in preschool. We also learned that 
God is in heaven.  It is SO much fun to be in preschool!!  Your kiddos are going to be SO tired this 
week!!!  You're welcome!!  Miss Karen, Miss Michelle, Miss Kiersten and Miss Jenna are all helping in the classrooms 
this year.  Please get to know them.  They are all such wonderful aides and I love having them by my side!!  We will work together 
to help your child be "Rooted in Christ to Grow in Love".  This is our school theme this year!!  You will be hearing this theme 
throughout the school year.   
 
SO much information went home this week!!  Please read through everything!!  Please sign up for our classroom Remind!!  This 
will make our communication SO easy this school year!!  Please talk with my aides or me if you have any questions regarding the 
new school year.  We are off to a great start!!  Thank you for entrusting your child(ren) to us this year!!  
  
Next week, we will begin Show 'N' Tell for the four year old classes.  A note went home this week regarding our procedure.  Four 
year old families, please have your child bring something from home that begins with our Letter of the Week.  We will begin with 
"A".  They will show and tell about their item to the class during snack time.  A schedule of your child's Show 'N' Tell day was sent 
home, also. 
   
Every week, your child will learn a bible verse in school.  I encourage you to say this with them at home.  This week we learned 
"Psalm 115:3  "God is in heaven."  Next week, we will learn Genesis 1:1  "God created the heavens and the earth."  
 
Have a beautiful weekend with your family.  See you next week!!  

 
Kindergarten News 

Miss Rachel Taasaas (360.271.5201) 
Yet! 
We read “Giraffes Can’t Dance” by Giles Andreae.  We talked about how the giraffe couldn’t dance YET but the more he tried the 
better he got.  This year, we will have a lot of moments like that and instead of getting frustrated or angry we will remind ourselves 
that we can’t do it “yet”.    
 
Growth Mindset Affirmation of the Week: We can do hard things! 
 
Memory Work: 

 September 15- Trust in the Lord with all your heart; and lean not on your own understanding. Proverbs 3:5 
 
Books 
We’ve been reading lots of books the past few weeks, some for teaching purposes and some for fun.  Here is a list.  Ask your 
child to tell you about some of the books. 

 Interrupting Chicken 

 Giraffes Can’t Dance 

 The Girl Who Never Made Mistakes 

 The Color Monster 

 Pete the Cat Crayons Book 

 Elmer 

 Rainbow Fish 
 
 

 
Bible Information Classes 

Interested in learning more about the 
bible and our church and school?  Pas-
tor West would love to share more in-
formation with you!  His “Intro to Luther-
anism” class is beginning on Septem-
ber 26 at 2:30PM in the church sanctu-
ary.  This class will run for 4 weeks. 
Please speak with Pastor West (509)
217-9617 if interested in attending! 
 

Singing in Church 

K-8th grade will be singing on Sunday, 
September 25th. Please mark your 
calendars for this amazing opportuni-
ty!  We get the privilege of having a 
guest pianist, guitarist, and drummer 
accompanying us! Don’t miss it! 

Upcoming Open House 
On Sunday, September 25 grades K-
8 will be singing in church, and we 
thought after church would be a great 
opportunity for all the students to 
showcase some of the things that 
have been going on at school, so we 

will be holding an open house for all our 
church and school families!  Please 
plan to attend if you are able!  
 
  



Morning Routine 
Students need to be carrying their own backpack into the classroom.  They are responsible for doing their jobs.  I have a list 
available for them with words as well as pictures so that they can independently read the list on their own.  Please do not tell 
your child what they need to do.  You can refer them to the list so they can check to see if they have completed the jobs.   
Filling up water bottles is a little difficult right now with the sink; I will allow you to help them because a lot of water is being 
wasted.  Please make sure they understand they need to turn the sink off after they fill their water bottle THEN they can screw 
the lid on.  We want to make sure we are using our resources wisely.  I’m hoping our water fountain will be fixed soon. 
 
Snacks  
As I mentioned during our Back to School Night, cookies, candy and chips are not an acceptable morning snack.   
Fridays we do not have snack time because of our Fancy Friday schedule and due to the fact that we have lunch at 11:30 so no 
need to pack a snack. 
 
Absent 
If your child is absent due to sickness please text me.  You will also need to fill out an Absence Form on our school website.   
If you know ahead of time that your child will not be in class please hand me a note with the date(s) your child will not be in 
school.   
 
Assessments 
Last week, Mrs. Roth and I assessed the students on their letter and number knowledge.  In your child’s yellow folder you will 
find the results of their letter assessment.  This is just a baseline please don’t stress over the fact that your child may not know 
as many letters as you think they did or that they didn’t know their letter sounds.  This just allows me to know where each child 
is individually.   

 
1st Grade News 

Mrs. Kelly West (509.362.4916) 
Hello first grade parents!  We have been learning about Cain and Abel in Christlight.  The memory work for September 15 is 
John 3:16.   
The students have been enjoying our art learning center which is texture plates.  They rub a crayon or colored pencil over a 
paper plate and get a texture pattern.   
We’ve been working on our song that we will sing in church on September 25, “Magnificent, Marvelous, Matchless Love.” 
 
Have a great weekend! 
 

2nd Grade News 
Miss Erika Rosenbaum (269.326.5437) 

Christlight/Memory Work 

 9/13 - The First Article of the Apostles’ Creed 
 9/15 - Psalm 37:5 
 Please read the Bible stories from this week (Cain and Abel; The Flood) with your child during the weekend and sign the 

light blue sheet in the orange folder. 
Homework 

 Read 20 minutes a day. 
 Continue to work through the extra math program. 
 Spelling words for next week: globe, bike, tried, three, boat, train, candy, sky, around, don’t, right, green. We are reviewing 

silent e, vowel teams, and y as a vowel. Please help your child study these words so they will be ready for their test on 
Thursday 9/15.  

Extra Notes 

 Due to the new Fancy Friday schedule this year, our class will not be having snack time on Fridays. Please make sure your 
child has a substantial breakfast to cover them until lunch at 11:30.  

 K-8 will be singing in church on September 25. We will be singing Magnificent, Marvelous, Matchless Love. We are work-
ing hard on this song every day. Please plan to come to hear them sing on September 25. 

 If your child would like to bring in a treat for their birthday, please let me know when and what treat they will be bringing as 
we have a few allergies in our classroom.  

 Please get in the habit of asking your child if they have homework and checking your child’s backpack for any important 
notes throughout the week.  

 We will be doing 4 life skills throughout the school year. The first one we have planned is being able to follow a recipe on 
September 20. If you have some measuring cups that you would be able to let us use for this, please let me know. Thank 
you! 
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3rd-4th Grade News 
Mrs. Michelle Most (832.212.9102) 

Your child should be bringing home their binder and assignment notebook/planner each night.  Please check the assignment 
notebook/planner to see what homework needs to be completed and initial that work was finished.  Any homework to be com-
pleted should be found in the homework envelope in the front of their binder. Please put completed homework back into the 
homework envelope to be returned to school and handed in.  All of this helps with accountability in the classroom and at 
home.  The better we are about it now, the better the rest of the year will go.  
 
Please empty and return graded papers envelopes on Friday. We are missing quite a few. 
 
On Mondays when there is Junior Choir, any students in 3rd & 4th grade not in choir can be picked up from Miss Taasaas in 
the kindergarten room.  I thank her for doing this so I can be with the Jr. Choir children as quickly as possible. 
 
Book orders are due today.   If you wish to order books, fill out the form on the back of the flyer and return to school with either 
a check made out to Scholastic or cash, or save 50 cents per book and order online using our classroom code: RDHK6, plus 
you can choose to have them delivered right to your house!   
 
Have a blessed week in the Lord! 
 

 
5th-6th Grade News 

Mr. Glenn Metzger (734.788.4637) 
 

7th-8th Grade News 
Mr. Jacob Biebert (715.402.0094) 

Well, I think the reality of a full school year is starting to set in for the children this week. The kids looked a little less excited and 
a little more tired this week. It seemed like they were being tortured, so I apologize for torturing your kids this week with math, 
science, history, and Christlight. I kid, but not really! 

Here is next week’s memory work:  

Monday 9/12: Romans 6:23 ; Thursday 9/15: Magnificent, Marvelous, Matchless Love; Friday 9/16: Leviticus 19:2, Psalm 
119:47 

Our study of the Renaissance continued this week. We have been breaking the Renaissance down by looking at some of the 
biggest areas of enlightenment like education, religion, the arts, etc. We have been comparing these changes from the time of 
the Middle Ages to modern day. We have noticed many similarities between the feeling of enlightenment from the Middle Ages 
to the Renaissance and the Renaissance to today. History really is cyclical.  

Next week as part of our Renaissance study, as well as a life skills study, we are going to be having a dinner with proper eti-
quette. No licking of the plate or elbows on the tables will be allowed. What will be allowed? Firm handshakes and a whole lot of 
eye contact. Prepare to have your children civilized for at least a day.  

We took a test on viruses this week. Next week we will start our study of bacteria. It will be much easier to do some hands on 
labs with bacteria as part of our study versus with our study of viruses. I wasn’t about to release a virus into the classroom in 
order to have the students study it, but maybe when our study on viruses comes up again in a few years. 

I hope you all had an enjoyable official end to summer with your Labor Day weekend. God’s Blessings on your upcoming week-

ends. My Wisconsin Badgers get to take on WSU this Saturday as well as the Timber Toss is this weekend. It looks like there 

will be two W’s in the win column….. 
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Carrying Their 
Cross  
 
Some people pay for other 
people to push them. They 
hire personal trainers who 
tell them to eat less desira-
ble food and refrain from 
eating the tastiest stuff. 
Those trainers push them 
to the point of pain in the 
gym and even strongly en-
courage them to keep go-
ing when they want to give 
up. 
 
Why would anyone ever 
hire a personal trainer? It’s 
because they want to be 
better people, different 
people. When the personal 
trainers advertise their ser-
vices, are they honest 
about what kind of pain 
they will put people 
through? 
 
Jesus is honest about the 
kind of pain that comes 
from following him. He told 
his disciples that they were 
going to suffer. He used an 
expression, “carry their 
cross,” that implied that 
they would be treated like 
criminals. 
 
Why would anyone ever 
want to put themselves 
through that kind of punish-
ment? Disciples of Jesus 
realize that they may be 
misunderstood and mis-
treated. They find out they 
are fighting their own sinful 
flesh their whole lives. 
They make sacrifices, and 
often go unappreciated. 
Why would Jesus’ disciples 

ever want to do that? It’s 
because Jesus has made 
them different people. 
They were once on the 
road to hell, but now they 
have the sure promise of 
eternal life in heaven. They 
used to live in guilt, but 
now they live in for-
giveness. 
 
Being a disciple of Jesus is 
worth all that suffering.  
 
There is glory that will be 
revealed in them. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer: 
Lord, lead me to bear my 
cross with perseverance as I 
look to Jesus’ cross for my 
strength. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Want more daily devotions?   

I get them here!   
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[Jesus said] And whoever does not 
carry their cross and follow me  

cannot be my disciple. 
 

Luke 14:27  

https://wels.net/serving-you/devotions/daily-devotions/

