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July 13th, 2026 
Dear St. Matthew Family, 
 
Welcome to the 2026-2027 St. Matthew Lutheran school year! This will be the 55th year that St. Matthew has been 
able to offer a quality, Christ-centered education. We feel so blessed to be sending you this letter, because it means 
that you are looking to partner with us this year in your child’s education and in the ministry of St. Matthew. Some 
of you have been with us for a number of years and many of you will be joining us for the very first time this year. 
Whether you are new or well-seasoned, we hope that you are blessed by this partnership we are embarking on. God 
is truly gracious to have given us so many precious souls to educate and equip for not only life on this earth, but 
most importantly for life in heaven one day.  
 
Once again the 26-27 school year brings changes. As many of you know, the biggest change came when Miss 
Rosenbaum accepted a call to teach first grade down in Doral, Florida. We attempted to call to fill this position 
from the current list of WELS teachers actively teaching. We also asked for a graduate from our synod’s training 
college, Martin Luther College. Sadly, our call was not filled by any of these means. We trust that God has 
something even better for us in store as we wait patiently to fill this position. We will begin calling again for a new 
2nd grade teacher starting in October. Where does this leave us in the meantime? Miss Mindock has graciously 
agreed to teach a combined classroom of grades 1 & 2. She will be doing this with the help of Laura West, one of 
our former graduates who is currently pursuing a teaching degree from Whitworth University. Given our very small 
1st grade class size our school board felt that this would give all the students involved the best opportunity to be 
challenged and get lots of 1-on-1 time with the teacher. The students will have the 1st grade room as their 
homeroom, but both the 1st and 2nd grade classrooms will be used to make sure that students are getting the work 
time and teacher attention that they need to be successful. Miss Mindock is a fantastic teacher, and I feel confident 
that you and your children will have a wonderful school year under the care of her and Laura West.  
 
We will be moving towards having our specials classes just about every day. We pray that this will engage your 
children even more in classes like Spanish, Art, Music, and P.E.  
 
There will be a major change to the newsletter format and how we relay information to you which I will talk more 
about at back to school night.  
 
This will be Mrs. Driesbach’s final year of teaching before she retires. We obviously wish Mrs. D could teach with 
us forever, but we are excited for her and this exciting new transition. This also leaves us with an exciting new 
challenges as we determine who will be our next preschool director, what we want to do with the format of 
preschool moving forward, and what we want to do with the piece of land where the current preschool sits. Lots of 
prayerful decisions on the horizon.  
 
Lastly, all of the classrooms will be participating in bulk school supply ordering, meaning as a school we will be 
ordering almost all necessary supplies for your children. We will then apply the amount owed by your family to 
your Jupiter account. This should save your family quite a bit of money and time compared to shopping at the local 
stores for all of your classroom supplies.  
 
Despite these current changes, and the changes of the past, our mission has been, and with the grace of God will 
continue to be founded on Christ. What is our mission? Our school exists to provide a quality Christ-centered 
education which prepares children and their families to serve their Savior both now and into eternity. God created 
humans so that they could use their lives to seek him, believe in the saving love that he offers through his son, and 
go out in service to him to share this love with others. This is the most important message that all people of all time 
need. It is no wonder why there is so much sadness and emptiness in this world when humans often use their lives  
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for none of the things their creator intended them to use their lives for. When our school keeps the focus on teach-
ing this message of salvation, and with your help, I know that we are set for another successful upcoming school 
year teaching your children about the close and loving relationship that God wants to have with each of us. Your 
children will come to know why they are on this earth, and what they should do with their time on this earth. So, on 
behalf of the faculty, I want to thank God for giving us the opportunity to teach your children the message of his 
love and work with amazing families like yours.  I pray for his continued blessings during this upcoming year. 
 
I am having a particularly hard time writing this letter this year, because my family has yet to go on a vacation. So, 
writing a letter about the next school year already is giving me a little bit of the night sweats. However, there is still 
plenty of time to take that adventure, to spend some quality family time, jump in your favorite swimming hole, and 
to not think about school even a little. . . Well, maybe a little while you read this note. :) 
 
If you are reading this and you will be new to our school, we are getting very excited to get to know your family 
and welcome you into the St. Matthew family! Please feel free to ask as many questions as you would like along 
the way of your child’s teacher or directly to myself. We are here to help in any way we can. If you are reading this 
as a returning family, we feel privileged to have your family back in our care. If your child will be new to any par-
ticular classroom, your child’s teacher will be reaching out to you to set up a visit where you can discuss any ques-
tions you have, needs that your child has, and go over some classroom procedure type things that will be helpful for 
your child’s success for the upcoming school year. We appreciate your willingness to work with us on this endeav-
or. If you have multiple children in new classrooms, the teachers will attempt to coordinate these meetings so that 
we can hold them on the same day at similar times. 
 
If you misplace any of this information, rest assured that you will be able to locate all of it on our website. This let-
ter and the other resources should give you everything that you need to get your preparation for next school year 
underway. As part of your preparation for next year, please make sure you have all been able to login to Jupitered, 
you know your login, and that  you have looked at all the payment information including your payment due date. If 
you have any Jupitered questions before the school year begins, don’t hesitate to reach out to Kayla or I in the of-
fice. (715-402-0094: Jacob) (715-402-0114: Kayla) 
 
What is the greatest thing that has been done for you? Was it an overwhelmingly generous gift that was given, per-
haps a second chance that was offered when a wrong was done, or maybe someone was there for you when no one 
else was. It feels all the more special when kindness is shown or when something good happens to someone who 
has been at the lowest of lows. This is also why we enjoy watching movies or reading stories where someone who 
is down and out ends up being the hero, getting the guy or girl they thought was out of their league, or has things 
work out for them in the end. When people are down and out they desperately want a pick-me-up, or someone to 
see their need and help them out. This is why so many people turn to vacations, shopping sprees, friends, or a vari-
ety of substances to feel better.  
 
Well, you and I were in the most dire situation there ever could be. We were all destined and on the path for hell. 
No shopping spree could help us, no epic vacation could change our status, and no substance could lead us to forget 
that our sin had separated us from the God that created us. We had fallen, couldn’t get up ourselves, and were in 
desperate need of help.  
 
Enter Jesus! Our theme verse from 2 Corinthians 5:14-15 reminds us that no longer is our situation dire and hope-
less, and that is because Jesus saw us in our great need and decided to do something about it. What did he do? He 
came to this earth to live the life we could not live, suffer, and die in our place. Jesus became our perfect substitute. 
Our theme verse reminds us that Jesus’ death gets credited to us. All of our sins and failures died with our Savior 
on the cross. But, Jesus didn’t just credit his perfect life and death to our account, he also credited his resurrection 
to us as well, so that we can live life and live it to the fullest. We can live our earthly lives confident that we will 
live eternally in heaven one day because of Jesus victory over death for us.  
 
What do we do in the meantime with our earthly lives? Well, our theme verse tells us that this amazing love should 
compel us to live for him in everything we think, say and do! This is totally opposite of the way the world thinks. 
The world will tell you that self-care and “you doing you” are most important. Christ, however, didn’t live with an 
attitude of “me first,” but rather he said “my creation first." As we look towards next year, we want your children 
to know that they were shown the greatest act of love and that this love alone will compel them to show love to 
others in all they think, say, and do. This theme will permeate the classroom teaching, be focused on in chapel ser-
vices this year, and guide our thinking as we teach your children this year.  



As we are getting closer to the beginning of next school year the information in this packet should help you prepare 
for the upcoming school year: (Please make sure all the following items have been made note of before the first 
day of school on August 19.) 
 
 School Supply Lists (can also be found on stmatthewspokane.org) 
 Religious Textbook  Fees Note 
 2026-2027 School Calendar (Please take note of the color coded items and mark them in your calendars) 
 2026-2027 Singing Schedule (Please take note of when your child sings for church) 
 Orientation Night – Sunday, August 16 at 3:00PM (We will meet in church) 
 
Please make sure to read all of the material enclosed with this letter.  If you have any questions, feel free to contact 
your classroom teacher or the school office.  Two very important dates to highlight on your calendar are the Back 
to School night on August 16

th
 and the first day of school on August 19

th. Back to School night will help clarify 
many of the rules, regulations, participation opportunities, and communication styles that help make our school run 
smoothly, so please plan on attending this event. You will also have the opportunity to drop off school supplies, and 
either connect with old friends or meet new ones on this night.  
 
If you have completed the enrollment process and all of your billing responsibilities are taken care of, thank 
you so much.  If you are still working on this, please go to Jupitered and complete the enrollment process.  I 
understand that this can be confusing at times, so please give me a call (715-402-0094) at any time with ques-
tions about Jupitered or any other back to school information. You can also email me at princi-
pal@stmattthewspokane.org. 
 
The faculty and I look forward to again serving you this upcoming school year. May God bless the remainder of 
your summer! 
 
In Christ, 
 
Jacob Biebert 
Principal 


