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EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL

July 18, 2025
Dear St. Matthew Family,

Welcome to the 2025-2026 St. Matthew Lutheran school year! This will be the 54th year that St. Matthew has been
able to offer a quality, Christ-centered education. Our school started out in our church’s basement, and we now
have eight classrooms. It has been truly incredible to see how God’s goodness to this ministry has remained year
after year. I seem to be a broken record, but the last few years have definitely brought some of the biggest changes
that this ministry has ever seen. There have been major renovations, staff changes, as well as policy and education
changes. Yet, I pray that whether you are new to our school, or have been here for quite some time, that you would
agree that Christ has remained the heart and soul of our school. Some of the changes you may notice this year are
with our staff: Miss Emmalee Mindock has joined us as our new 1* grade teacher. While Miss Mindock just
graduated from MLC (this will be her first call), I think it will take you only a short time to see how blessed we are
to have received her at St. Matthew. She is very confident, personable, and it only took her a few minutes to win
over my daughter, Logan. That is saying something, because I haven’t even won Logan over yet. Miss Mindock is
also very gifted at Spanish and music. We thank God that he provided us with her and pray that St. Matthew is a
wonderful place for her to use her God-given gifts.

I will also be going back to teaching this year. I will be teaching the 5™-6" graders with some much needed hel
from Mrs. Sue Zabel. Mrs. Zabel will be providing release time similar to what Mrs. Schultz used to do. The 5 h_gh
graders will also be moving classrooms! I will be teaching the 5™-6™ graders in the school basement and the FhLgh
graders will be moving over to modular #2 and taking the old 5™-6™ grade classroom. This will be very helpful, as I
will now have access to the school office even while I am teaching. We are thankful that Mr. Zabel was willing to
make this change.

We are also in the process of revamping our school events. This doesn’t mean that all of our events will necessarily
be different, but rather we are taking a hard look at what events we offer and making sure they are still in keeping
with our school mission and are still achieving their intended purpose. Keep your eyes peeled for updates with this.
Lastly, some of you may be affected by a school supply change we are trying. Some classrooms are trying a bulk
order for some of the school supplies. There will be a cost associated with this that we will make you aware of on
Orientation night, but it will be cheaper than if you were to go out and buy the items yourself individually. Also, the
biggest benefit is that you won’t have to spend as long sucked into the Walmart black hole . . . you know what I am
talking about—you go in when it is day, and you come out and it is dark and you have no idea where your car is.
This won’t be for all school supplies, but the teachers that are trying this new system will make note of it on their
school supply lists. So, for example, if your teacher says they are buying crayons for your child, then please trust
that your child will have crayons on the first day of school even if you didn’t purchase them. If you have any
questions with this, please reach out to your child’s classroom teacher. I pray that these changes will be a blessing
for our school as a whole.

Despite these current changes, and the changes of the past, our mission has been, and with the grace of God will
continue to be, founded on Christ. What is our mission? Our school exists to provide a quality Christ-centered
education which prepares children and their families to serve their Savior both now and into eternity. God created
humans so that they could use their lives to seek him, believe in the saving love that he offers through his son, and
as a result go out in service to him to share this love with others. This is the most important message that all people
of all time need. It is no wonder why there is so much sadness and emptiness in this world when humans often use
their lives for none of the things their creator created them to use their lives for. When our school keeps the focus
on teaching this message of salvation, and with your help, I know that we are set for another successful upcoming
school year of teaching your children about the close and loving relationship that God wants to have with each of
us. Your children will be reminded daily why they are on this earth, and what they should do with their time on this
earth. So, on behalf of the faculty, I want to thank God for giving us the opportunity to teach your children the
message of his love and work with amazing families like yours. I pray for his continued blessings during this
upcoming year.

Growing in Grace, Growing in Faith, Growing in Knowledge



Rest assured, you still have plenty of time to enjoy your summer break, but the school year is in the lurch . . . thus
the note and the school supply lists. If you are reading this and you will be new to our school—we are getting very
excited to get to know your family and welcome you into the St. Matthew family. Please feel free to ask as many
~questions as you would like along the way of your child’s teacher or directly to myself. We are here to help in any
way we can. If you are reading this as a returning family, then please don’t ask any questions . . . jk. We are getting
excited to see your family again as well, find out how your summer has been, rekindle friendships, and partner to-
gether once again in your child’s education. We are so thankful you are back for another year. As part of helping us
all refocus a little this year, the teachers will be reaching out to meet with you and discuss any questions you have,
discuss needs that your child has, and go over some classroom procedure type things that will be helpful for your
child’s success for the upcoming school year. We appreciate your willingness to work with us on this endeavor.

All of this pertinent information is available on our school website. This letter and the other resources should give
you everything that you need to get your preparation for next school year underway. As part of your preparation for
next year, please make sure you have all been able to login to Jupitered, you know your login, you have the pay-
ment plan selected that you would like, and that you know the day of each month that your payment is due. If you
have any Jupitered questions before the school year begins, again, don’t hesitate to reach out to Kayla or I in the
office.

All of you know how special it is to be picked for something. You all likely know the hurt in not being picked as
well. Perhaps you were picked first for a pickup basketball game because the captain knows his team is likely to
win with you on it. Or, on the flipside, maybe you weren’t invited to a party, when all of your friends or colleagues
seemed to get the invite. Our theme this year is about being handpicked, but not by just anyone. Our school year
theme from 1 Peter 2.9, tells us that we were handpicked by God to be his chosen people. God picked you! God
picked me! We were going through life steeped in sin, wanting to go it our own way, lost, and alone, and God said,
“You are coming with me. You are my own, and you were chosen for a purpose.” Your life has meaning! Your
children will be learning about how wonderfully different their lives are throughout this year, because they have
been chosen as God’s holy people. This theme will permeate the classroom teaching, be focused on in chapel ser-
vices this year, and guide our thinking as we teach your children this year.

As we are getting closer to the beginning of next school year the information on the back to school page on our
website should help you prepare for the upcoming school year: (Please make sure all the following items have
been taken care of before the first day of school on August 20.)

School Supply Lists (can also be found on school.stmatthewspokane.org)

Religious Textbook/Yearbook/School Fees Order Form

2025-2026 School Calendar (Please take note of the color coded items and mark them in your calendars)
2025-2026 Singing Schedule (Please take note of when your child sings for church)

Orientation Night — Sunday, August 10 at 3:00PM(We will meet in church)

Please make sure to read all of the materials on our website. If you have any questions, feel free to contact your
classroom teacher or the school office. Two very important dates to highlight on your calendar are the Back to
School night on August 10 and the first day of school on August 20th. Back to School night will help clarify
many of the rules, regulations, participation opportunities, and communication styles that help make our school run
smoothly, so please plan on attending this event.

If you have completed the enrollment process and finalized your tuition agreement, thank you so much. If
you are still working on this, please go to Jupitered and complete the enrollment and agreement portion to-
day. I understand that this can be confusing at times, so please give me a call (715-402-0094) at any time
with questions about Jupitered or any other back to school information. You can also email me at princi-
pal@stmattthewspokane.org.

The faculty and I look forward to again serving you this upcoming school year. May God bless the remainder of
your summer!

In Christ,

Jacob Biebert
Principal



